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From the Editor

his is the page where I bid farewell to the editor’s desk of the Rock Garden
Quarterly, though not to all the friends I've made through this work, nor to
all the other activities that we enjoy in NARGS. I'm sure you will enjoy whatever
new looks and content the next editor, Malcolm McGregor, brings to our journal.

The people who have helped me in this endeavor are too numerous to men-
tion all of them, but I would like to give special thanks to some. The editor works
closely with the Executive Secretary, and both Jacques Mommens and Bobby J.
Ward have been supportive and efficient; Bobby also regularly contributes arti-
cles. The relationship between editor and president is crucial, and I have enjoyed
getting to know all the presidents who served during my tenure.

I thank all the national meeting organizers who solicited and wrote articles
highlighting the venues and encouraging attendance. Especially active in this
regard were Kay Galvan, Panayoti Kelaidis, Ernie Boyd, Mike Slater, Martha
Oliver, Joyce Fingerut, Iza Goroff, Bill King, Todd Boland, Bobby Ward, Andrew
Pierce, Phyllis Gustafson, and Verna Pratt.

Our cover artists produce extraordinary work for little pay, lending the Quar-
terly a look unique among its peers. A round of applause is owed to Sue Allen,
Tanya Harvey, Carol Kortnik, Diane Crane, the deeply missed Cindy Nelson-
Nold, Jean LeCluyse, Paul Bowden, Lyn Noble, and Paula Fong.

Scores of people have submitted articles during my time, and please consider
this thanks to you all. For regularly producing copy above and beyond the call of
duty, however, let me mention Carlo Balistrieri, Brian Bixley, Todd Boland, Cole
Burrell, Alexej Borkovec, the late Geoffrey Charlesworth, Michael Chelednik,
Norman Deno, David Dobak, Iza Goroff, John Gyer, David Hale, Lola Lloyd Hor-
witz, Bernard Jackson, Elin Johnson, James Jones, Judith Jones, Panayoti Kelaidis,
Bill King, Mike Kintgen, Anna Leggatt, Rick Lupp, Robin Magowan, Jim
McClements, Rex Murfite, Jack Muzatko, Graham Nicholls, Bob Nold, Andrew
Osyany, Tony Reznicek, Loren Russell, David Sellars, Mike Slater, Tom Stuart,
Gerald Taaffe, Marcia Tatroe, Bobby Ward, and Ev Whittemore. I would also like
to mention some professional botanists who have responded remarkably to my
requests to clarify rock gardeners’ understanding of their specialties: Peter Boyce,
Kim Blaxland, James Reveal, Noel Holmgren, and Harold Koopowitz.

The annual Photo Contest I instituted in 2002 has brought more contribu-
tors into the fold, and their work has given great pleasure to all of us. Keep the
images coming! Another source has been Alpine-L, the international rock gar-
dening e-mail list, where I found enthusiasts from whom I solicited articles and
also initiated discussion topics that I worked into “forum” articles. Thanks to its
many members, to its founding moderator, the late Harry Dewey, and to those
who have carried on his work.

Finally, many thanks to Irish Setter compositors Patti Morris and Martin
White, who have done all the design and layout, and to our faithful and acute
proofreaders: Hans Sauter and Loren Russell for many years, and now Joyce
Fingerut and Diane Whitehead.
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Ups and Downs with
Alpines in the Lowlands

Ger van den Beuken

o give you an overview of running a nursery growing rare or more difficult
Talpine plants in Holland, I need to go back in time about 20 years. Since
then rather alot has changed, first of all in regard to the material propagated. In
the early days it was quite difficult for Dutch alpine growers to find their way
around. Only a handful of nurserymen in the country could supply macerial,
and not an awful lot was known from abroad either.

The foundation of an Alpine Society was therefore a very welcome develop-
ment. It enabled people to get into contact with other enthusiasts who in turn
knew where to find plant growers and seed suppliers. This is how I first heard of
Sundermann in Lindau, a nursery with an excellent reputation and a consider-
able collection of alpine plants, among them many of the Porphyrion saxifrages
in which I was especially interested. I sent away my first order. One of the high-
lights in my life as a nurseryman is still the moment when the phone rang and 1
heard thata parcel containing plants from Krefeld in Germany was ready waiting
for me.

From that moment on, I was completely hooked, and I decided to grow plants
commercially in my spare time. Saxifrages were very popular then, and hardly
anyone here was growing them. This eventually changed dramatically as a lot of
new material was put on the market, mainly from England and the Czech
Republic. And not only saxifrages were widely offered. Many other plants have
appeared, partly as the result of the increasing number of expeditions, not only
by societies and botanical gardens but also by individual plant fanatics. Thus a
wide range of plants and seeds has become available from all parts of the world.

This is the only way to obtain completely new plant material, but I have found
that if you concentrate exclusively on the special plants offered in seed collectors’
catalogues, you may have a problem selling them. The problem arises because
collectors send their seed lists to as many nurseries as possible. A good example
is Physoplexis comosa, still one of the most attractive alpines and hardly ever on
offer in the past, being quite difficult to grow—until a certain year when seeds of
it were offered by several suppliers. A year later plants were offered by almost
every alpine nursery, resulting in a glut on the market.
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[ also find that many plants are susceptible to changes in fashion. These con-
cerns make it hard to know when to grow the plants that will be most in demand.
Itis, however, essential to stay focused on the latest expedirtions.

The Climate in The Netherlands

The Dutch climate is rather variable and makes growing the more difficult
plants a challenge. Extremely hot summers in the past few years have been deadly
for many species. Plants from New Zealand or the Himalaya, for example, have
had a very rough time. I know that high alpine species such as Saxifraga hypostoma
or Saxifraga quadrifaria cannot survive temperatures higher than 30° C (86° F),
but in spite of this [ try to propagate these plants year after year and to keep
them alive. Himalayan primulas pose the same problem and are much better
grown in climates like that of Scotland. This tells us that getring plants through
summer is much harder than through winter. In winter you can cover the plants
with sheets of glass to protect them from excess rain, but this time of year has its
challenges too. You can have a spell of severe frost followed by a mild, wet
period—conditions which do not in any way resemble the climate in high alpine
regions, where the plants are nicely covered by a thick blanket of snow while
dormant. We try to imitate as many conditions as we can to make the plants feel
as much at home as possible. In raised beds, covered with glass in winter and
protected by shading in summer, the plants do reasonably well. Growing plants
in a cold frame is also an acceptable solution. The alpine house, however, is by far
the best way to give all these delicate plants the best chance of survival.

The Alpine House

I buile an alpine greenhouse three years ago, mainly to meet the demands of
dionysias. A number of things have to be considered before a project like this,
and all of them are equally important.

First of all, there is light penetration. In this, I chose acrylic glazing, which has
a light penetration of 93%. This percentage is slightly higher than that of ordi-
nary glass, with the added advantage that acrylic transmits all uleravioler light.
This is a very important detail, because ultraviolet light stimulates nice com-
pact growth, and it also enhances the colors of the flowers. A disadvantage is the
prohibirtive price of acrylic sheets.

Another condition that definitely has to be met is good ventilation. The roof
of my alpine house has six large ventilator sections, and all-around ventilation
can be achieved with louver vents. Again, acrylic was used. All this and a stainless
steel frame make this greenhouse almost indestructible and maintenance-free.

There are two raised beds, one for the dionysia collection (photos, p. 162) and the
other for newly propagated material. The potted plants are plunged in a sand bed,
30 cm deep, and watering is mainly done by means of an underground irrigation
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system. From time to time in a dry period, however, watering the plants from above
as well is necessary. All my plants are grown in clay pots; I'll give details later.

Dionysia Collection

The range of plants on offer in my nursery mainly consists of dionysias, saxi-
frages, and androsaces, complemented by various rare species, usually grown
from seeds collected during expeditions or from cuttings obtained by exchange
with or purchase from other nurserymen. Rather a lot of new species have been
introduced in the past few years, especially of the genus Dionysia. Little was heard
about this wonderfully beautiful genus for a long time, but some years ago a
Swedish expedition to Iran (abbreviated SLIZE) found a number of new species,
such as Dionysia zagrica, D. muzaffarianii, D. esfandiarii, D. iranshabrii, several new
clones of D. janthina (from which, much later, the first free-flowering form was
selected in our alpine greenhouse), D. termeana, D. hausknechtii, D. diapensifolia,
and some beautiful forms of D. curviflora. In the past few years a number of
enthusiasts from Germany and Sweden have been busy in Iran and have brought
back new material of all those mentioned above, as well as D. kathami, D.
bazoftica, D. caespitosa, D. caespitosa var. bolivarii, D. spathulata, D. cristagallii, D. aubri-
etioides, D. rhaptodes, D. gaubae, D. archibaldii var., zschummelii, and D. lurorum. Often
the discovery of new species causes a loss of attention to species that have been
in cultivation for years—a pity, because species such as D. afghanica and D. vis-
cidula (photos, p. 163) are still rare. But D. freitagii and D. microphylla are also
extremely beautiful species that deserve much more praise.

Many people have a rather negative attitude toward growing dionysias
because they regard them as too difficult. And yet they’re not really as hard as
they seem. You do indeed have to create suitable housing for plants of this kind,
but propagating and growing them is not such a hard task. The best time to
propagate dionysias from cuttings is in spring, immediately after flowering,
when the plants are in full growth. Admittedly, not all species root so easily, but
generally speaking the results are not too bad once you have some experience in
handling the plants. They root best in very fine, pure pumice, with most cut-
tings rooting within three to four weeks. The medium in which the plants are
grown on is purely mineral, consisting of equal parts of tufa grit, Seramis (an
expanded clay product similar to the Turface available in the USA), coarse sand,
perlite, and granitic grit. [t is very important to have a freely draining compost.
All my plants are grown in clay pots. In spring a low-nitrogen feed is usually
applied three times; the low nitrogen level helps to keep the plants compact.

Naturally, things do go wrong sometimes. Last year I lost quite a number of
plants because of whatI first thought was a fungus, but later the damage proved
to have been caused by larvae of the vine weevil. Luckily, everything turned out
all right in the end after an effective treatment with beneficial nemartodes.

There are always new developments in the world of dionysias, so thatenthusiasts
like Michael Kammerlander and Josef Mayr have new material at their disposal
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for hybridizing (photos, pp. 163-164). However, it might be worth limiting this
activity to selecting hybrids that look quite different from existing named clones,
rather than going the way that was taken in the case of the Porphyrion saxifrages.
It’s absolutely no use growing hybrids that are too much alike.

Favorite Saxifrages

That is the reason I have decided to limit myself, as far as these saxifrages are
concerned, mainly to the botanical species and the cultivars, both old and new,
that produce the most compact cushions and the most brilliant flowers. A spe-
cies such as Saxifraga lowndesii, with dark pink flowers, is ideal for growing in a
peat wall. Other species, such as S. andersonii and S. stolitzkae (photo, p. XXX), are
relatively lime-tolerant and can form magnificent cushions on tufa. With many
of these species you do have to provide some shade at the hottest time of day. It
would be ideal to grow them in a spot with early morning sunlight only.

From the Caucasus some beautiful new species have been introduced
recently, such as S. columnaris and S. dinnikii. The former grows on slightly drier
rocks, while S. dinnikii feels more at home in damp habitats. Both species are
now widely cultivated, and the first hybrid cultivars from them are already being
grown. S. columnaris spontaneously hybridizes a lot in nature. In my nursery
there are now plants grown from seed collected in the wild under that name
which show characteristics of S. juniperifolia, S. scleropoda, and S. dinnikii. S.x
akinfievit (S. columnaris xS. juniperifolia) with tea-colored flowers is now widely
available. S.xdinninaris (S. dinnikii XS. columnaris) is a beauriful hybrid with dark
pink flowers, which unfortunately grows very slowly and is therefore seldom
seen in cultivation; some plants so named are actually other S. columnaris seed-
lings. There is a form of S. dinnikii with enormous purple blooms called ‘Stasek’.

Beautiful as all these Caucasian plants are, though, we should not forget the
species growing in our own European mountains. Plants such as Saxifraga van-
dellii and S. burseriana are little gems, growing in tufa. In my experience S. vandellii
is perfectly happy growing in full sunlight. S. burseriana ‘John Tomlinson’ is espe-
cially worthwhile, with its bright white flowers on a beautifully compact cushion.
S. marginata from the Balkan region is also very attractive, S. karadzicensis is an
extremely slow-growing and compact species that can only be cultivated on tufa.
S. X anglica‘Winifred’ (photo, p. 165) to me will always be the best in its group of
cultivars, and is the basis of a number of other beautiful selections. Saxifraga
florulenta does not belong to this group, but I particularly wish to mention it,
because this monocarpic species from the Maritime Alps is extremely rare.

Fairly recently, some magnificent new species were introduced from China, such
as 8. pulchra and S. lichiangense and the monocarpic S. signata, of a section formerly
quite unknown.,

The species from the Ligulatae (silver or encrusted) group are totally different
plants. They mainly flower a little later than the sections mentioned before, but
they have the advantage of tolerating full sun. S. paniculata var. minutifolia and S.
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cochlearis ‘Minor’ are marvelously compact cushions for cultivation on tufa. It is
actually essential to grow §. caesia on tufa. And then there is S. valdensis, another
lictle jewel which immediately attracts the attention of every alpine enthusiast.
Slightly larger, but oh, so lovely, are S. crustata and S. callosa. My personal intro-
duction from the Lake Garda area is S. hostit subsp. rhaetica ‘Dosso Alto’.

Growing Androsaces

Androsace species are one of the most popular groups of alpine plants. Many of
them can easily be grown in the open in a raised bed or in troughs. Some species,
such as A. vandellis, A. belvetica, and A. hirtella, need to be protected with a pane of
glass in winter, but most of the time many species can be grown successfully
without cover. They are propagated by seed or cuttings. The advantage of using
cuttings is that plants of commercial size can be raised more quickly. Usually new
species can be propagated only from seed, as expeditions do not bring back other
plant material for propagation. Species from the Himalaya such as A. globifera, A.
X marpensis, and A. muscoidea are widely cultivated and flower freely. A. delavayi is
not quite so easy to grow, but the white form flowers perfectly. The pink form of
A. delavayi, on the other hand, is impossible to grow, for some inexplicable rea-
son. A number of beautiful species have been introduced into cultivation from
China, such as A. spinulifera, A. zambalensis and A. yargongensis. They all flower
very well but are rather difficult to grow. A. tapete is fairly easy to grow but hasn’t
shown any blooms so far. The same goes for A. selago, which is quite similar to the
species mentioned before.

Androsace cuttings are taken in the summer months. It is best to sow fresh
seed the moment it is available to obtain the highest yield of young plants. One
of my fondest wishes is to cultivate the wonderful yellow-flowering A. bisulca var.
aurata, but [ don’t expect this is ever going to happen.

Other Favorites

Next to these three genera, I pay a lot of attention to the cultivation of all sorts
of rare plants offered in various seed catalogues. I am especially interested in
gesneriads such as Jankaea beldreichii and Corallodiscus species, but the latter are
extremely difficult to grow. Many nurserymen regard growing Jankaea (photo, p.
166) as very difficult, but this couldn’t be farther from the truth, provided some
conditions are met. First, it is essential to use a finely sieved, well-sterilized
medium in order to keep moss from forming, Sterilizing is easy in a microwave
oven. The compost consists of pulverized sphagnum moss, “young” sphagnum
peat, sand, and tufa grit. Plastic containers with transparent lids are used for
sowing. The compost is put into the container and then moistened, using ster-
ilized water. The seed is sown on the compost and the lid put on. The seed is not
covered. The container is placed in a warm spot, away from sunlight. The seedlings
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appear after three or four weeks. You need to start pricking out the seedlings as
soon as they can be handled. When you see that the young plants are growing,
apply a weak solution of foliar fertilizer. Allow the young plants to grow on for
a couple of weeks, then transplant them again. This is the best way to encourage
the plants to grow. After about a year you will have nice big specimens that can
be planted out in tufa.

Some plants from South America are definitely worth a try. Bolax gummifera
is a fantastic cushion-forming plant, endemic to Tierra del Fuego and a chal-
lenge to grow. Oxalis erythrorbiza, Oreopolus glacialis, and the rosulate violets Viola
sacculus and Viola dasyphylla from northern Argentine Patagonia are very beauti-
ful. Butasis often the case with South American species, the climate in Holland
is so different from that of their home that not much remains of such specific
characteristics as compact growth and flower color. Species such as Alstroemeria
spathulata, Calandrinia sericea, Calandrinia colchaguensis, and Nototriche macleanii
(photo, p. 167) should be grown much more often. We do have such interesting
hybrids of Andean plants such as Oxalis ‘Malcolm McBride’ and Ourisia Xbitter-
nensis ‘Cliftonville Pink’ (photos, p. XXX). In the past two years I have grown
young plants of Laretia compacta from seed. It forms enormous cushions on the
slopes of Chilean volcanoes. Whether they will be a success or a failure in our climate
only time will cell.

Editor’s note:

The prominence of the genus Dionysia in this article and its accompanying photographs,
as well as in the show reports in the journal of England’s Alpine Garden Society, are
likely to make North American readers want to grow these plants. My only experience
with them “in the leaf” has been growing D. aretioides (photo, p. 162), available from

a few specialist nurseries in the USA and Canada, and seeing a few other species or
hybrids in the alpine houses of David Hale and Rick Lupp. Knowing that John Lonsdale,
now gardening near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, had been an enthusiast of dionysias
before moving from England, I asked him some questions about the genus as it might
be considered in a North American context. Why had he decided not to continue with
it in his new home? Why are they so neglected by American gardeners, when one would
think they could flourish in the Rocky Mountain states? Is it just that nobody can get
them here? Is seed rarely available? Or are they essentially a “florist’s” plant grown
primarily for showing?

Dr. Lonsdale answered: “Those are very good questions that you pose about
dionysias and you've addressed most of the reasons they are not grown here. Unlike
things like Primula marginata, or even P. allionii, 1 can’t think of many places in the USA
that dionysias would ever do well outside of a controlled environment like a green-
house/alpine house—maybe overhangs in the canyons of Utah. They are ungrowable
any place that has rain or humidity in the summer, and the other issue is availability.
Curtrings won't travel here from the UK (I've tried), and seed would be the only route.
There appears to be more hybrid seed around in Europe, but still only in the hands of
relatively few people. They are difficult from seed unless you have a lor of experience,
and when you have decent plants they are still very easy to kill. Someone with time,
money and dedication in the right part of the USA could probably get a collection
going under glass, bur it would be a long-term labor of love. They will never be plants
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for anything other than the extreme specialist and in Europe are very much ‘show
plants’ in pots or on the occasional tufa cliff in a high-tech alpine house.”

Cer van den Beuken manages a Cultural Centre and grows alpine plants in his spare
time. He has been interested in plant life for a very long time. He started out cultivating
perennials but became fascinated by high alpine plants as a result of walks in the
mountains. Especially interested in high-altitude plants, he devotes special attention to
Saxifraga, Androsace and Dionysia. He often gives talks in Holland and abroad and writes
articles about the travels he and his wife, Mariet, have made to Patagonia, Tierra del
Fuego, central and northern Chile, the United States, China, Turkey, and the
mountains of Europe, and about his cultivation techniques.

Correction

In issue 68(2), Spring 2010, there is an error in the captions of the photo-
graphs of Lewisia hybrids on p. 96. the correct identifications are as fol-
lows: upper photo, Muzatko hybrid H106; below left, H128b; and below
right, H130b. The numbers are mentioned in the accompanying article,
which describes the form and flower color of the various hybrids.
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The Lure of the Altai

Panayoti Kelaidis

f New Yorker cartoonist Saul Steinberg were to create one of his signature maps
Idevoted to the World of Rock Gardening, the Alps would loom gigantic in the
foreground (much like Manhattan from a New Yorker’s perspective), with the
Mediterranean bulb lands (Greece, Spain, and others) in the middle ground.
Across the Hudson River’s equivalent ocean would lurk a few islands labeled
“Himalaya,” “China,” and perhaps “Japan,” with a more distant island called
“North America (they have Lewisia and Phlox)” and maybe a tiny island “South
America (rosulate violas, silly)” and a hint of “South Africa (lots of funny bulbs”)
in the far, far distance.

A few articles addressing Central Asia and focusing almost exclusively on
bulbs have appeared in the Bulletin of the Alpine Garden Society (lately The Alpine
Gardener) over the decades, many of them the product of a wandering amateur
and retired admiral, Paul Furse. For the Rock Garden Quarterly, Josef Halda wrote
a memorable series of evocative pieces illustrated by Jarmila Haldova’s fabulous
line drawings in the 1960s and 1970s. One or two more articles here and there—
and rather superficial ones—and that’s been it for Britain. The record in the Rock
Garden Quarterly is almost eerily silent on the subject of Central Asia.

Central Asia holds a lion’s share of the world’s high places, and the widest
swath of alpine vegetation on earth aside from the arctic tundra. The region [ am
referring to encompasses Mongolia in the east and stretches to the Urals and
Caucasus in the west: nearly five thousand miles of mostly mountain and high-
elevation steppe, an area almost twice the breadth of the entire continental
United States. The Caucasus and Himalaya and Pacific highlands (Japan, Korea,
and the Manchurian mountains) hem Central Asia in, overshadowing the con-
tinental mountains enormously in the literature, but also constituting real rain
shadows that leave the intervening mountain ranges considerably drier, and
therefore less interesting or practical for gardeners in maritime regions.

For someone like myself who has worked a lifetime in a semiarid environment,
Central Asia beckons for many reasons. Much of this area is extremely close cli-
matically to the Rocky Mountains. The parallels also extend to vegetation: we
share a great deal in the way of families and genera.
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William A. Weber, Professor Emeritus of Botany at the University of Colo-
rado in Boulder, has written repeatedly about the close climatic and ecological
parallels between the Rocky Mountains and the Altai. When you consider that
these two continental mountain regions are separated by twelve time zones (in
other words, they are on opposite sides of the globe), the parallels become all
the more astonishing. Although the purpose of the trip described in this article
was to lay groundwork for a collecting expedition in 2010, the impetus for us
was to see just how similar or different these two distant floras really are.

The Altai Range straddles the border region where Kazakhstan, Russia, China,
and Mongolia converge. The Altai is near the center of the Asian continent, nearly
as far from the Pacific Ocean as from the Atlantic, and equidistant from the Arctic
and Indian oceans. The Altai comprises nearly 50 smaller ranges, mostly east-
west tending, often separated by steppe or near desert, so that each range seems
to have a few plant specialties. The northern reaches of the Altai border the vast
Taiga biome that stretches across Eurasia. Its southern foothills grade into steppe
grassland and borderline desert. With the substitution of a few proper nouns,
much that I have just said about the Altai could be applied to the Rocky Moun-
tains of Colorado; and the impetus for undertaking this trip for us was to observe
parallels and contrasts between these two strongly continental mountain regions.

The trip was planned by Greentours, a British travel organization that designs
many tours for the Alpine Garden Society. There were three participants: myself
and Michael Bone from the Denver Botanic Gardens, and Alan Wilson, a retired
professor from the University of Leeds in York. We spent roughly two weeks in
Kazakhstan, most of it driving from Ust-Kamenogorsk eastward several hun-
dred kilometers almost to the Russian border over several mountain ranges,
camping and staying at rustic accommodations at relatively high elevations,
often climbing to treeline on day hikes. The last week of the trip included a flight
from Ust-Kamenogorsk to Olgii, the largest town in northwesternmost Mon-
golia, whence we drove 200 kilometers and then spent five days hiking across a
substantial mountain range near the Chinese border with a picturesque train
of three camels, two horses, and an entourage of local assistants.

This isn’t the place to enumerate the hundreds of choice alpine and steppe climate
gems we were lucky to find along our route. Suffice it to say that the Kazakhstan
Altai has grand floral displays equal to any we have seen elsewhere in our travels on
five continents. I have been mystified that there are not more images of the Altai
posted on websites, nor more books showing the fabulous displays of endemic
plants you can encounter there. Three endemic blue-flowered plants in particular
paint amazing canvases at the highest elevations in most areas we visited. Draco-
cephalum grandiflorum is probably the showiest member of thatlovely group of labi-
ates, with velvety cobalt-blue flowers crowding high mountain meadows with their
intensity. The blue Altai columbine, Aquilegia glandulosa (photo, p. 168), vies with
our paler native Colorado columbine (Aquilegia caerulea) in masses of bloom. The
Altai species, however, is somewhat nodding and deep blue, reminding us of blue
poppies in the color’s intensity and purity. The third of the great blue blossoms
was Gentiana grandiflora (photos, p. 170 and back cover). This remarkable gentian
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closely resembles the trumpet gentian of the Alps (Gentiana acaulis), but rather
than forming wide mats like its European congener, the Altai gentian makes dense
tufts—although these are commonly studded with a dozen or more flowers. It
seemed to us there was greater variability in flower form and color than one would
usually find in the Alps. The Alrai gentian grows as a distinctive rosette, with trim
clumps of basal foliage forming distinctive nearly cruciform, overlapping rosettes
unlike those of any European gentian. Although we saw hundreds of other spec-
tacular wildflowers, these three blue wonders are among the most stunning of
their respective groups and should motivate any flower lover to make the trek to
this remote and truly untouristed region.

The alpine heights were full of other treasures for rock gardeners: finding
Claytonia joannae (photo, p. 169) was a high point for me, since it recalled our
bigroot spring beauty (C. megarhiza), so far from home but growing in a similar
alpine environment. Another surprise was Cerastium limoniifolium, with striking
flowers almost 2 inches (5 cm) across: they must be the largest in the genus. I had
glimpsed Biebersteinia odora (photo, p. 168) briefly in autumn color in September
during an earlier trip in Pakistan, but finding it in full glorious bloom in Mon-
golia was a great delight. This small genus of pinnate-leaved plants has confused
botanists, who often place it in its own family, although it is usually classed
among the Geraniaceae. The pungent foliage and habit reminded me of Pole-
monium brandeger, an example of convergent evolution; the latter grows in almost
the same habitat and looks very similar in the Colorado Rockies. Bergenia crassi-
folia and the ubiquitous Clematis stbirica in the wild were reassuringly easy for us
to identify, but when we found a small, huddled Arnica on one alpine ridge, we
were stumped and have yet to key it out.

The northern reaches of the Altai are technically part of Siberia: in fact, they
contain the highest point in Siberia, Mt. Belukha at over 17,000 feet (5182 m).
Most of the mid-elevation forest of the Altai mountains is equivalent to the Cana-
dian or Hudsonian zone in the Rocky Mountains. Just as in Colorado and the
Intermountain West, the forest at this latitude is not terribly rich in species: Sibe-
rian pine (Pinus sibirica) is by far the commonest pine, with a very few populations
of Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris). Siberian larch (Larix sibirica) is abundant from the
lower foothills all the way to treeline in some areas. The other most conspicuous
and ubiquitous tree is the European weeping birch (Betula pendula), which is the
only birch commonly planted in gardens in Colorado. Unlike that of the Tien
Shan range much farther south and west, the flora of the Altai is largely what phy-
togeographers would characterize as part of the Holarctic Kingdom of plants, and
moreover the Circumboreal province of this largest floral kingdom—thatis, more
orless the same as Alaska, or the northern Rocky Mountains which they so resem-
ble. The Tien Shan still has a few circumboreal elements but is primarily inhabited
by plants of the Irano-Turanian province.

By contrast, the southern foothills of the Altai grade into steppe grassland
and borderline desert (ultimately, the Gobi). The state and condition of the
steppe varies enormously between Kazakhstan, where nomadism has been dis-
couraged and the landscape was surprisingly pristine, and the Mongolian Alrai,
which was utterly hammered by overgrazing.
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Throughout the trip we kept encountering plants more or less identical to
those in the Rockies. We found Pulsatilla patens (very much like our native
pasqueflower) above treeline in Mongolia; although not present in the published
flora of that country, it is well known everywhere else in Central Asia. Linum
altaicum looked suspiciously like Linum lewisii, and the two would undoubrtedly
be lumped together by some botanists. Pyrola rotundifolia was common in wood-
lands wherever we explored, the same species of “shinleaf” common in the Rock-
ies. We once thought Aster alpinus grew only in the Alps, but here it was in mon-
tane meadows as well as tundra, and in fact it is even found in the Rockies: we
rediscovered it in the 1990s in Colorado within sight of Denver on James Peak.
Justas we began to feel at home, however, a typically Eurasian Dactylorhiza would
appear; we found one meadow with hundreds of the common central Asian D.
umbrosa (photo, p. 171) jostling with Primula algida (photo, p. 171).

Finding plants that we know well in our gardens, like rhubarb and peonies,
growing wild is always a thrill. Each mountain range seemed to harbor its own
rhubarb, and many are considered threatened because they have been overhar-
vested by humans for millennia. Rheum wittrockianum is the specialty of the Tien
Shan, although Rheum altaicum is very similar in the Altai. Although both species
are protected, we saw many people selling stems of wild-harvested rhubarbs by
the roadside.

A highlight of the trip was scumbling on Delphinium elatum, the wild ancestor
of the giant garden delphiniums, growing in vast swaths of thousands on the
Kalbinskiy hills not far from Katon Karagai in Kazakhstan. Few people realize
that this treasured garden plantis found primarily in Central Asia, and that the
wild ancestor is indistinguishable from the garden hybrids in flower size and
plant stature. We were even more shocked to realize that it was not a plant of
lush mountain streamsides, like so many of our rall western American del-
phiniums, but grows on open, dry steppe. It is obvious that Europeans have
selected forms that tolerate and even demand wetness. We think these wild del-
phiniums would adapt far more easily to our hot and dry Western gardens
because that’s how they grow naturally—a good reason to return in seed season!

Not far from the delphinium we found a wonderful veronica I had never even
heard of: Veronica multifida, with deeply cut leaves and a graceful habit. Most were
a pleasing lavender, but it is always fun to find a white form. It was strange to find
a typically Mediterranean genus like Onosma, here represented by O. songaricum,
awhite-flowered species, as well as thymes at all elevations from steppe to highest
tundra. Thymus roseus is a particularly showy plant, growing in an almost arctic
steppe environment (photo, p. 172); it should be bone-hardy in much of North
America. Hypericum is represented by H. elongatum, surely the showiest species I
have seen in the genus, which would make a terrific addition to the xeriscape
(unirrigated garden). Gypsophila is another important Mediterranean genus
widespread in Central Asia. We were lucky to find G. sericea, a very rare endemic
of the Altai. More to be expected was the East Asian genus Patrinia, which we
encountered in the very dwarf form of P. sibirica.

Dracocephalum is essentially a Eurasian genus, concentrated mostly in Central
Asia. There are more than a dozen species of Dracocephalum in and near the Altai.
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The species that we were especially thrilled to find in nature was D. bungeanum
(photo, p. 171). It forms dense mats of gray, scalloped leaves almost obscured
beneath the showy clusters of bright lavender flowers. It is widespread on alpine
screes above treeline in Mongolia and also on rocky outcrops in the very dry steppe.
Some other steppe finds included an intriguing lavender Scutellaria (photo, p.
XXX) whose species we have not determined yet. Just as Reginald Farrer wrote,
Leontopodium is everywhere in Central Asia, including the dusty steppe. We encoun-
tered mostly the extremely variable Leontopodium ochroleucum at all levels, but also
the elegant L. fedtschenkoi (more like L. nivalis) in the Tien Shan (photo, p. 173).

After flying from Mongolia back to Kazakhstan, we paused a day in Almaty
(formerly the capital and still the largest and most bustling city in the country)
and drove one day up to treeline in the Tien Shan. This tantalizing day was filled
with hundreds of new plant finds and rich impressions: the Tien Shan is a thou-
sand miles south and west of the Altai and harbors many Himalayan elements,
as well as many more endemic plants than the boreal Alrai. A literal high point
for us was seeing one of the tallest of the foxtail lilies, Eremurus tianshanicus, growing
alongside the giant elecampane (Inula gigantea). We have grown the giant ele-
campane in Denver, and finding a familiar garden plant in the wild is always a
treat, but the giant foxtail lily was even more gratifying. E. robustus is the largest
and last species to bloom in Denver, usually in mid-June. The Tien Shan ere-
murus, however, towered above E. robustus, which was already in seed alongside
it. We suspect that if we can obtain this species, we can extend the eremurus season
by a month and add a fabulous new spire to our summer bouquets.

In this short article I cannot begin to describe the innumerable treasures we
saw just in this one day. A few of its highlights included finding our first tulip in
bloom, Tulipa heteropetala (photo, p. 174). We had actually found some seed of
this same tulip in the Altai, but here it was growing above treeline, and its nodding,
Fritillaria-like flowers hinted that it might be a rather primitive tulip, a sort of
missing link to lilies. We were thrilled to find our first Cortusa in the wild, C.
broteroi, growing well above treeline. Viola tianshanica, another local specialty,
occurred here and there, with huddled blossoms and trim habit. Androsace
akbaitalensis approached a pale yellow in some individuals. I was astonished o
find Smelowskia calycina growing there, looking much as it does in Colorado.
Nearby was a really stunning local specialty, Callianthemum alatavicum (p. 169),
which reminded me of European C. kernerianum, only perhaps a bit showier than
the latter. Rather than the typically clumping (and frankly rather unattractive)
Sibbaldia procumbens of the Rockies and Europe, here Sibbaldia cuneata (p. 173)
made dense, wide mounds, well worth trying to grow in a rock garden. As we
climbed to a higher ridge, we stumbled on a place where snow had lingered and
the only lilac-flowered Trollius, T. lilacinus (p. 174), was still in bloom. From there
on up the alpines grew choicer and choicer. Perhaps I shall recap the cushions
and crevice plants of this last ridge in another article, for there is just too much
to share here.

Now that the dust from this trip has settled, it is obvious to us that tourism
in the parts of Central Asia we visited is essentially nonexistent. Of course, so
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are the amenities that serve tourists. This is not a destination for the faint of
heart. For seasoned travelers, however, the pleasure of visiting an area where you
are apt to be the only foreigner the locals may have seen that year is compensation
enough.

Fortunately, both Kazakhstan and Mongolia are politically and economically
stable, and it appears they will continue to be so for some time to come. Alas,
both countries are essentially run by dictatorships, although the police and army
presence was minimal in both countries, considering their proximity to both
China and Russia. We did not encounter the roadblocks and military presence
we might have expected, oras I experienced in Pakistan as our party approached
the border with India during a 2001 visit.

The Kazakh people comprise the largest minority in both Kazakhstan and
western Mongolia. Their language belongs to the Turkic family, and they are still
largely nomadic in Mongolia. Although most are Muslims, there was a palpable
difference from the cultures of other Islamic countries I have visited: for one
thing, Kazakhs appear to enjoy liquor, which flowed freely everywhere we visited,
and women were far more empowered than I have observed in more conservative
Islamic countries.

Russians comprise a very large minority in this region, and there are a dozen
or more other ethnic groups in Kazakhstan, where sizable German, Ukrainian,
and Korean minorities doubtless help foster the cosmopolitan atmosphere that
surprised us in the heart of Asia. In fact, every ger (the local term for a yurt) that
we saw had a satellite dish, and the young men and women we encountered wore
jeans and other stylish clothes and could have walked around a major city any-
where in the United States without standing out as foreigners. No doubt they
watch American TV programs at night in their gers.

But most of all, we encountered hundreds of striking ornamental plants,
many of which will undoubrtedly enrich Coloradan and other American gardens
in future years, once they undergo thorough testing for their potential and
screening to be sure they are not invasive. We know that Central Asia can learn
a great deal from America about wildlife management (we saw no wild mam-
mals larger than a marmot) and touristic development. The landscape is so beau-
tiful and the human history and culture so interesting, I have no doubrt that this
will one day be a great magnet for visitors. We can only hope that the charm and
wildness can be preserved in the face of the inevitable onslaught of modernity.

We are grateful to Greentours for organizing this wonderful trip. Special
thanks are owed to Vladimir Kolbintsev, our indefatigable, invariably upbeat
and enormously knowledgeable guide. We also thank Plant Select® for the grant
underwriting the expenses of the trip.

Panayoti Kelaidis is Director of Outreach at the Denver Botanic Gardens, where he
established the famous Rock Alpine Garden. He has been a leading contributor to this
journal for several decades and is a very popular lecturer to rock and general garden
groups in North America and beyond. His frequent plant-hunting expeditions to the far
corners of the world have brought scores of choice introductions to American gardens.
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My Early Days
at Birch Farm Nursery

Rex Murfitt

o a rock gardener, the family name Ingwersen is inextricably associated with
Tﬁne alpine and rock plants. Walter Edward Th. Ingwersen opened Birch Farm
Nursery at Gravetye, East Grinstead, West Sussex, England in 1927. The nursery
operated from its original location unul early in 2009, when Michael Paul Ingw-
ersen—Walter’s youngest son—and his wife, Mary, reluctantly decided it was time
to retire. A sale at the nursery was arranged in January 2009 that included all the
remaining plants, some of the alpine houses, and the frames. Even the valuable
rock from the dismantled gardens was sold. Finally, the land and the well-main-
tained and modernized Elizabethan farmhouse were sold. It was a very difficulc
time for the family and for many who knew and cared for the place.

As so often happens when a popular business or person withdraws from daily
contact, the name soon disappears. Furthermore, old-timers such as myself are
reluctant to dwell on them, believing (often erroneously) that everyone else is
equally familiar with the history. So we remain silent rather than run the risk of
becoming bores.

I have been a trough garden fan for along time, and it was only recently that
I came to be asked why I like them. Until then, it had never crossed my mind to
consider why they appeal to me so much. My first sight of trough gardens was
back in 1948, when I first visited Birch Farm Nursery, then operated by Walter
Ingwersen and his son Will Ingwersen. Troughs (photo, p. 175) were part of the
display in the nursery, which was generously landscaped with rock gardens of the
famous weather-worn Westmorland limestone, as well as some tufa and other
features of soft golden-yellow local sandstone. All the rock gardens were planted
with a riot of alpines, kept both as stock plants for the nursery and to tempt vis-
iting customers. I was immediately moved by the rows of solid, foursquare,
antique troughs and sinks. The wonderful scale of the plants and rocks used in
the miniature landscapes is still fresh in my memory. Early makers of trough
gardens set out to create intimate segments of mountain landscape, portraying
the spirit of the mountains and the beauty of the alpine flowers.

The purpose of my visit that day, 62 years ago, was to meet with Walter Ing-
wersen to see if he would employ me as a journeyman in the nursery. I consider
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Two views of Ger van den Beuken’s Dionysia collection, showing a powerful

fan providing the constant air circulation these plants need (p. 148).

Below right, Dionysia aretioides is one of the few species available to North American gardeners.
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above right, D. viscidula X freitagii;

left, D. ‘Ewesley’;
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above left, Dionysia afghanica;

collection (p. 149):
below left, D. ‘Franceska’.
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More Dionysia hybrids in the alpine house of Ger van den Beuken (p. 150):
above left, ‘Annielle’; above right, ‘Dompfaff’; below left, ‘Eric Watson’; below right, ‘Gothenburg’.
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in Ger van den Beuken’s collection (p. 150) include

Ninifred’, above, and S. stolitzkae, below.




Silvery rosettes of Jankaea heldreichii (p. 151) cling to the shady side of a tufa boulder
in Ger van den Beuken’s rock garden in the Netherlands.
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Three plants of South American origin or ancestry now growing in the Netherlands
are Nototriche macleanis, above; Oxalis ‘Malcolm McBride’, below left;
and Ourisia % bitternensis ‘Cliftonville Pink’, below right (p. 152).
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Thymus roseus carpets alpine steppe in the Altai (p. 157).
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Two Central Asian cushic
below, Sibbaldia cuneata (p. 1
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Terraces and alpine houses at Ingwersens’ Birch Farm Nursery
(p. 160). (Photos, Rex Murfitt)

The inspiring trough collection at Birch Farm in spring bloom.




Plants held for sale in alphabetically arranged

frames at Birch Farm (p. 184).
Author Rex Murfitt and Birch Farm nurseryman
Paul Ingwersen (p. 18 oto, Adrian Young)
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Birch Farm held plants of great age. Above, Saxifraga cochlearis ‘Minor’ in a tufa boulder,
of which Rex Murfitt writes, “I have known this rock for nearly 50 years.”

Helichrysum coralloides on tufa, still going strong into 2009.
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Award-winning photos by Pal Kovécs
of Hungary include Colchicum
hungaricum (left) and Hepatica nobilis
(below, p. 194).
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Pal Kovacs photographed Linaria alpina (above) and Ranunculus glacialis (below)
in the Alps to gain awards in class 1 of the 2009 Photo Contest (p. 194).
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myself fortunarte to have learned the trade of nurseryman under the old appren-
ticeship system. We used horticultural methods and skills that, sadly, no longer
can survive under today’s hectic circumstances. I had already served a four-year
apprenticeship in a long-established general nursery in Northampton, where I
spent time in each department being trained by the skilled tradespeople.

When I recall the effort it took to get to Birch Farm, I am sure I would not seri-
ously consider repeating that journey without a car, even today. Mind you, the
trains were a lot better then. I went from Romford Essex to London, changing
there for East Grinstead Sussex and again for Kingscote station. Arriving there,
I'was greeted with justa few railway workers’ cottages and nothing else: even for
England, it was extremely isolated. There was nothing for it but to set out on
the long mile and a quarter’s walk to the nursery.

Luckily, I did not have to retrace my steps back to the station, as I was
accepted as a student and had the unbelievable good fortune to be driven about
locally as they searched for room and board for me. This was unsuccessful owing
to the scarcity of households in the area, but Will drove me back to the station
with a secure offer of room and board in the home of Walter, his wife, Constance,
and their youngest son, Paul.

Walter E. Th. (for Theodore) Ingwersen was born in 1888 in Hamburg, Germany,
to Danish parents. Embarking on his life’s work as an alpine plant nurseryman
while still very young, he studied in European botanic gardens, nurseries, and large
private gardens. I have listened to many hours of stories of his experiences and the
famous people he associated with. During this time he traveled widely in the moun-
tains of Europe, which increased his love of delightful lictle rock plants and his
great knowledge of their cultural requirements. I was particularly fascinated by the
tales of plant hunting with King Boris of Bulgaria. On these occasions transporta-
tion was provided by royal vehicles and lots of porters, and sometimes lodging was
in royal mountain hunting lodges. Imagine exploring the mountains all day and
returning to dine and rest like that! One of his expeditions took place when the
king was on a hunting trip, and the two parties accidentally met on the trail. The
king, learning that they planned to camp out that night, would not hear of any-
thing less than accommodation at a nearby monastery; he gave them a note to the
abbot, requesting the royal apartments for the overnight guests.

Just before World War I, Walter Ingwersen emigrated to England, where he
settled down and married. He opened an alpine plant nursery in West Croydon,
near London. But the coming of war brought him problems, not least a brief
internment during 1914 resulting from a misunderstanding about his nation-
ality, from his having been born in Germany. Upon his release, he found thac the
economics of wartime made it impossible for the nursery to survive. He took
the position of manager of the Alpine Department at the Royal Horticultural
Society Gardens at Wisley for the duration of the war. Although it must have
been a challenge to care for such a large and choice collection of alpines under
wartime conditions, I never heard him speak ofit.

When the war ended in 1918, Ingwersen entered into partnership with Clar-
ence Elliott in the early days of the well-known Six Hills Nursery at Stevenage in
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Hertfordshire. This partnership eventually dissolved, and Ingwersen, together
with Gavin Jones, opened a new nursery at Letchworth, also in Hertfordshire;
sadly, this partnership too was of short duration. I don’t know why the partner-
ships did not persist, but certainly such knowledgeable, skilled and ambitious
men would have strong personalities and opinions. All I know is that it was not
wise to mention either Clarence Elliott or Gavin Jones in the Governor’s pres-
ence. Walter Ingwersen was addressed as “the Governor” by the staff; it was a
title of respect used by British workers, and he enjoyed it.

In the mid-1920s, while visiting William Robinson at his estate at Gravetye
(or, as some say, during a show in London), Walter Ingwersen mentioned his
wish to start another nursery, saying that he was looking for a house with
enough land for it. Robinson offered him the tenancy of Birch Farm, one of several
farms on his estate. Gravetye records show Walter and his family there in 1925,
and in two years the nursery was officially established. Gravetye Manor is an
Elizabethan house of great beauty and charm, built in 1598 of the local golden
sandstone. The Birch farmhouse is of the same period, situated high among
undulating meadows and near a pine plantation. The nursery site had ro be rer-
raced to provide level sites for coldframes and alpine houses, plus a few raised
beds—wooden open frames to house the hundreds of potted plants.

The hillside site made for an atcractive setting, even a touch of mountain village
atmosphere, enhanced with rock gardens and alpine plants at every opportunity
(photo, p. 175). As a working site, however, it definitely had disadvantages. Every-
thing, including all the plants, had to be dragged up and down the hill.

As the years passed, new alpine houses were added. Several accommodated
the more difficult plants that required the luxury of the bench. One was set aside
for rarities such as Aretian androsaces, raised from seed and grown in tiny con-
tainers known as “thumb pots.” A key to their culture was thart the pots were
plunged in sand. Mention of androsaces recalls the “bunnery,” and you can easily
imagine what would be found there. What an education a student could find
there among the specimens of alpine buns! One house was populated entirely
with European primulas. The largest and perhaps the grandest house contained
a huge range of wonderful plants all grown in pans, its benches a riot of color.

When lewisias exploded on the gardening scene, particularly from the work
done in Europe and Grear Britain, unbelievably brilliant colored hybrids were
arriving on the show benches. I can recall the original introduction of Jack
Drake’s Sunset Strain. In North America, enthusiastic gardeners were search-
ing the Siskiyous and other western mountains for Lewisia species, introducing
one after another. Back in the 1950s there was a limited number in cultivation,
but Birch had one house devoted to them. One very early hybrid, introduced by
Dr. Paul Giuseppi, is the salmon-red “Trevosia’, named for his garden in Eng-
land and still in cultivation in the United States. Many years larer, I visited Birch
and will always remember George Henly producing a lewisia hybrid with brick-
red flowers that had been found on the nursery. He told me it had been named
‘George Henly’ and had won an Award of Merit, and then he gave it to me to
take back to Canada.
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At some point I got it into my head that the nursery was called “Birch Farm
Hardy Plant Nursery.” Accurate or not, this is certainly applicable, because when
I first worked there they had no electric power. Every plant was grown without
artificial heat, although there was lighting from Tilley lamps (a Coleman-style
pressurized gas lamp). It was amazing what George accomplished working
under those conditions. The alpine houses were his exclusive domain, his first
priority in the morning and his last at night. All the watering—with cans—
received his personal attention. I am sure this individual attention was a major
factor in his success with some rare and tricky plants. To watch his management
of air circulation and temperature regardless of the time of year, without any of the
technology we have today, was truly remarkable. He would adjust all the ventila-
tors from the top ridge to the sides depending on wind direction, not forgetting
the doors. Moreover, in those days the old English fogs were still frequent, so he
had narrow ventilators in the walls below the bench surfaces; after closing all the
glass ones, he would open the lower ones so some air could enter the house, yet the
fog’s moisture would not contaminate the foliage.

Henley started working for the Ingwersens as a young man in 1927 and con-
tinued until he died there in 1982, over 50 years. Will Ingwersen wrote in tribute
to him: “With the passing years his skills and abilities grew and his increasing
knowledge finally earned him the position of nursery manager, in which position
he faichfully served three generations of the Ingwersen family.” In 1962 he was
further recognized by the Royal Horticultural Society when he was made an
Associate of Honour, a distinction that can be held by only one hundred recipients
atany one time.

To me Henley was the consummate countryman, skilled in many rural crafts.
It was something to work with him and learn the art of hedge laying, or building
adrystone wall. Of course, his main function was the daily running of the nurs-
ery, which he did effortlessly. He was on top of every seasonal operation: propa-
gation, potting, planting, packing, and shipping. I cannot recall anything that
disturbed his calm, even when a neophyte would mix up a batch of potted aubri-
etas or mossy saxifrages (this often happened, and always with varieties that
were hard to distinguish out of flower). He would wade in and sort them out
quickly by recognizing subtle leaf variations. Many well-known, successful
horticulruralists in the world today will attest to his skill and patience.

Walter Ingwersen’s oldest son, Will, played a major role in the continuing
developmentand became the official general manager eventually. Like his father,
he had extensive training with alpine plants, begun at Six Hills Nursery under
the eagle eye of Frank Barker, the foreman, who did not spare young Will his
share of the lowly jobs. Will also spent time honing his skills in nurseries and gar-
dens on the Continent, and managed to get in a considerable amount of travel
in the mountains. Never talkative, he seldom mentioned his adventures, but
when he did, it was worth hearing. Throughout my time at Birch Farm, Will
managed most of the daily business and physically worked on the landscaping
contracts, traveling extensively and often absent for a week or more. He was also
heavily involved with the RHS, serving on various committees, as well as with the

My Early Days at Birch Farm Nursery 183



Horticultural Trades Association. On top of all this, he served in several key roles
with the Alpine Garden Society as far back as 1938—on committees, then becom-
ing editor and eventually president. He still managed to find time to write
numerous articles and several books on alpine plants.

During his long life, Will Ingwersen won many prestigious horticultural
awards. Particularly notable is the RHS’s esteemed Victorian Medal of Honour
(V.M.H.), which he received in 1966. His father had been presented with the same
award some years earlier. The V.M.H. is limited to 63 living members (the number
commemorates the years of Queen Victoria’s reign), who are nominated by RHS
members from among British horticulturists resident in the UK.

In 1986 Will handed over the directorship to Michael Paul, known as “Paul,”
Walter’s youngest son (photo, p. 176); Will remained as consultant until his
death in 1990, aged 85. Paul studied at the nursery and had taken an active role
in daily operations for most of his life. I worked with him quite often and bene-
fited from his experience in many vital facets of the operation. This was a difficult
period for the industry as a whole, and Birch Farm was no exception. Gone were
the days when a customer could leisurely tour a nursery, finally purchasing a
few plants. Paul, ably supported by his wife, Mary, had to embark on a marketing
program with a much more direct sales approach.

They achieved this partly by attending county agricultural shows, as well as
the famous Chelsea Flower Show and later the Hampton Court Show in London.
Along with Martyn Flint, they maintained a demanding schedule, traveling
around Great Britain to shows that provided space for a display of alpine plants
and then space to sell directly. Paul is an expert showman and good salesman
and has received much recognition for his work over the years. I had the oppor-
tunity to observe him in action during one holiday visit to England, when my
wife and I traveled with him in his caravan (travel trailer) to camp on the grounds
of the county show at Ipswich.

Back when I worked at Birch Farm, it supplied a large number of plants by
mail order as well as a pretty healthy amount to customers who came to the
nursery. Most of the plants were pot-grown so they could be easily transported
with minimal root disturbance. We used 2-, 3- and sometimes 4-inch clay pors,
and with hundreds of varieties listed, thatamounted to a huge number to manage.
The potted plants were stored outside in open wooden frames (photo, p. 176), in
alphabetical order, which speeded up collecting them for shipping. It also made
for light-hearted joking: “Where is ‘Linda Pope’?” “In the same bed as the ‘Celtic
King'.”

Whenever I reminisce about those days, “show day” comes to mind. More
precisely, the day before the show, when we prepared the plants for exhibition.
George Henley made the initial selections from the alpine houses, and later the
Governor and Will would consult over the final choice. Most specimens in the
main body of the exhibit were special plants grown for showing, or new intro-
ductions entered for committee assessment and possible awards. Staff members
then carefully washed the outsides of the pans, taking great care not to dirty or
damage the leaves and flowers. George then immaculately groomed the plants,
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removing dead or unsightly foliage, flowers, and broken stems. Once satisfied, he
applied new top dressing of stone chips.

Next, the large wooden packing crates, custom-built by George, came out of
storage and were religiously cleaned of old newspaper and spilled soil. Dust was
banished. These crates were extremely efficient, containing the most pans possi-
ble and allowing plenty of headroom for the flowering stems of taller species.
The lids were perfectly fitted and sturdy so that the crates could be stacked in the
vehicle.

Once the major specimens were dealt with, the staff roamed the saleable pot-
ted plant stocks, picking out those in full bloom. These would be used to fill in
around the larger plants in the display. These smaller plants too got a rigorous
washing and grooming. The plants in the Ingwersen exhibit at the fortnightly
RHS shows were usually displayed in their pans on a large table-like staging set
up by the RHS staff. Only for special shows would a model rock garden be built
and the pots plunged to their rims in peat moss “soil.”

It was exciting the first time I went to London to help set up the show and
work as a sales assistant. Not until arrival at the hall did it dawn on me that I had
heard no planning sessions, no sketches had been made, and there were no num-
bers or instructions. George Henley and the senior staff member, Miss Arabella
“Araby” McClintock, were so familiar with shows that lictle planning was
required. Sometimes Paul would do the set-up. At that time no cash sales were
made at the shows; all purchases were made by booked orders to be either
shipped or picked up at the nursery.

Then came the realization that soon I would be facing the public in RHS Hall
at a famed exhibitor’s tables. It was time to learn the names of all the plants we
displayed, for it would not do to be found wanting by a knowledgeable cus-
tomer. The day went well, and I was able to answer questions and give advice. I
managed to book a huge order from an elderly lady who was full of enthusiasm.
Unfortunately, reality soon intruded: a smartly uniformed chauffeur quietly
approached me and asked if I had just booked an order for Lady So-and-so.
When I confirmed this, he advised me to disregard itand tear up the order form.
Apparently this was quite a regular thing on the flower show circuit—another lesson
learned in the life of a would-be nurseryman.

Setting up a show was hard work and a long day, and it always turned out to
be hurried. Even the best-run shows can be a melée, with every company striving
to get their work done amid the inevitable congestion. The really big names
employed staff who were professional show men and women. All they did was
move from show to show, and the plants and flowers were shipped to them
directly from the nursery. After a long, tiring day, the lucky ones got to go home
at closing time. Those who remained were faced with dismantling, packing up,
and loading the truck for the long drive home. Anyone familiar with a show circuit
will know that packing is tougher than the set-up because everyone is tired and
anxious to get on the road. Some things never change.

But the shows were not all business. There were enjoyable experiences with
the visitors and other nurserymen. On one occasion, a visitor was enjoying the
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cyclamen on our exhibit, and I chatted with him, mentioning the cyclamen I
had in my little rock garden at the nursery. I mentioned this to the Governor
when I returned home, asking who this man was. I learned that he was the great
alpine gardener C. C. Mountfort, M.A., F.L.Sa., founding member of the Alpine
Garden Society and a longtime editor of its bulletin. The Gov suggested I write
to him about cyclamen, his particular favorites. In due course I received a lecter
and a parcel from him containing some very choice cyclamen species.

Rex Murfitt is one of the deans of rock and alpine gardening in North America. His
garden in Victoria, B.C., is often visited by other gardeners who admire the alpine
house (with a lovely collection of saxifrages) and extensive trough collection as well

as many plants grown on the surrounding rock garden. In New York state, visitors can
view the alpine houses, troughs, and raised beds he created at Stonecrop when he
worked there for Frank Cabot. He has written numerous articles and the book Creating
and Planting Alpine Gardens, and with Joyce Fingerut coauthored Creating and Planting
Garden Troughs, both available from the NARGS Book Service. His expertise in exhibiting
alpine plants has contributed greatly to the success of shows in British Columbia.
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Self-Portrait in the
Rock Garden

Robin Magowan

am a writer who by happenstance became a rock gardener. A limestone out-
Icrop roughly 12 by 12 feet in extent and 6 feet high loomed a few feet from the
studio that came as part of our property, an abandoned farm below the Taconic
Range of the Berkshire Hills in Connecticut. But I didn’t have a clue how to con-
vert it from a poison ivy-covered mess, let alone what a tribe of tiny, rock-hugging
plants might require in siting, soil, and drainage. The only mountaintops I knew
were the ones I traversed on skis. I remember how taken aback I was at one of my
first NARGS meetings when one of the officials announced, “We’re all gardeners
here.” Speak for yourself, I thought. I may have fiddled over the years in different
places with gardens, but I would never have called myself a gardener. I am one
now, a slave to several thousand tiny mountain plants. I want to try to describe
that process of discovery, of self-discovery if you like: the interchange between
my rock garden and my writing as it has evolved over some 1S5 years.

As far as gardening goes, I see two separate mind-sets: the travel writer and the
poet.

The gadding about in seven-league boots that travelers do might seem a far cry
from the micro movements we gardeners make crawling about on our hands and
knees. In my childhood, though, the two came together. The work that first
ignited my wanderlust was Douglas Fairchild’s The World Was My Garden, which
my Uncle Charles put in my hands when I was ten. Then, on my first expanded
European trip as an adult of twenty-two, I became captivated by a Moorish garden
in Spain. The sight of the Alhambra, of its non-European joy fountaining into
tiles and buildings and water gardens, sparked my first real writer’s trip to its spir-
itual source in Iran, and, several decades later, to a book assignment in Central
Asia, visiting the garden cities of Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva. For Persians,
poetry and gardens are synonymous, created out of the same temperament
that would give us gorgeous rugs, breathtaking architecture, and even whole
paradisiacal cities. Couldn’t my explorations invite a like luxe, calme et volupte?

The notion that paradise could be something installed here below—no more
nor less than a bunch of plants arranged in a walled garden—was an unsettling
one, especially for a man accustomed to think of himselfas a searcher, a traveler.
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What need could there be to don my boots and travel when I had multitudes of
plant guests from the globe’s various mountain ranges clamoring for apprecia-
tion? I don’t aspire, as one of my chapter’s members, Geoffrey Charlesworth,
did, ro grow every single mountain plant. Curiosity still compels me to try new
introductions, wondering what they will add to the garden’s kaleidoscope. But,
unlike Charlesworth, I'm not a plantsman. Instead I relish a challenge not unlike
that words pose to a poet: How do I arrange tiny plants so their each sounded
syllable will be not only seen but remembered?

The plants, likewise, are a means to an end: one all the more challenging when
the material, wedged between rocks, is so ephemeral—visible today, obscured by
a weed, or another plant, tomorrow. Poems are less precarious. But the vast
resources our diction provides compel a similar tinkering, of trying out effects
and weighing them until each resonance echoes across the wordscape. The impos-
sibility in either case of ever getting the balance right may explain Paul Valéry’s
remark that poems are never finished, merely abandoned. There’s always more to
achieve, and I'm judged accordingly: by the layering of levels I've managed to
orchestrate; by the polyphony and emotional depth I've wrought; by the trans-
parency with which words and imagery reflect an apprehensible design. Asin the
garden, the excitement comes in that each displacement teaches me something.

When a welcome rain offers a couple days’ respite, I leave the garden and con-
centrate on poetry at my studio desk. But soon enough I'm back on my knees
outside, coping with the resulting chaos, the life-threatening intruder that’s a
weed. Wherever I turn, I see areas that compel choices, and interventions, often
urgent ones. Not every gardener finds the immersion as riveting. Perhaps they
belong to a different sect from those of us who know only one way of proceed-
ing—out of ignorance, edging from one tentative discovery to the next. Perhaps,
being more experienced, they don’t permit themselves the same mistakes. When
plants from faraway ecosystems happen to strike my eye in a catalogue, mistakes
seem inevitable. All those mistakes and plantless labels light up the garden as I
inch through a veritable cemetery of former presences. That may be why an
extant eritrichium arouses such disbelief. “Still here!” I marvel, pouring a little
rainbow of attention before setring off to check a newly planted seedling.

The urgency, even so, hardly compares with the pandemonium of spring,
when a winter’s neglect needs to be somehow rectified and the new arrivals leap
out of their trays. In a garden so chock-full, where and wich what precautions am
I to plant them? Can a hospital emergency room be more exciting? But the con-
fusion mainly requires taking the time to mull the issues involved in translating
a high-mountain plant to my lowland conditions with its muggs, its surfeit of
rain, and its lack of adequarte winter snow cover. Should the plant by some mir-
acle survive, there is the matter of whart kind of statement it will make ara neigh-
bor’s expense. The adjustments required are almost as endless as those of a
poem. With a poem, however, there is always an earlier draft I can refer to; from
the plant’s point of view, each edit is more like surgery.

The garden in April and May resembles a train station: rather melancholy as
the snowmelt plants, all their flowering done, their seeds set, make ready to
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depart, while the Kabschia saxifrages, their several-inch stems waving briskly,
pile up on the arrivals platform, greeted with the usual harried confusion:
“Which one are you?” “How do you expect me to send your seeds to an exchange
if you don’t have a name?” Taking no chances, should I break off a segment or
two and stash them in a soilless crevice, safe from a plague of egg-laying
woodlice? Asin a chess game, the seasonal sequence of one flowering plant rising
over another requires some such multidimensional anticipation. Can I reserve
room for growth, while observing the needs of concision? How concise? Six
inches? Ten? Twelve? At whar price the clarity of scale? Isn’t my garden large
enough to allow the comic exuberance of verbascums, welcome in the dog days
of July when little else ventures a bloom?

Such exuberance, though, can throw the composition off kilter. I want my
plants to look desirable even when not in bloom; maintaining scale allows them
to be seen. Just as the words of a poem develop their impact from where they are
placed—the weightiest points the two ends of a line, with often a long-held note
in the middle caesura—so the rock gardener acquires a knack, rather much like
enjambment, in placing trough-size plants in unexpected niches where they can
be seen, backlit perhaps by a rock. As with a poem, I'm using concision to compel
the viewer to scan more closely, a few inches at a crawl. In a miniature meadow
the compression of overlapping presences may call to mind the knotted tightness
of weave in a silk rug: a tap-rooted tapestry within a few square feet.

A rock garden cannot offer mountainous abundance, though sheer variety
can go a long way toward conjuring a similar plenitude. But that requires scale,
and with it a structure so the tiny effects popping up don’t seem itsy-bitsy. The
structure of rocks, shrubs, and plants should convey the feel of a mountain
slope, with the mountained scale allowing each plant to be seen for the note it s.
As always in a creation of excess, the line between order on one side and chaos or
madness on the other is one the merest weed can mar. That turns me into a species
of hawk as I veer about, trowel in hand, looking for an offender to pounce on.

For me, there’s no accusation more damning than a blank spot in the garden.
Why, with so much material at hand, haven’t I filled it? Is my imagination defi-
cient? If a blank spot accuses, do groundcovers, for all the bulbs and plants
thrusting through them, represent more than a temporary fix? Each spring |
wonder: Should I should rip out most of the thyme and phlox—while sanction-
ing a mat of globularia? On what ground—distinctiveness? Why not upgrade to
a plant that, like Erigeron scopulinus, delineates the rock it overlies?

Rocks give structure, but in a garden it’s the erigeron  want to see. That’s what
makes the June garden with its tcumbling cascades of rock-covering bloom such
a victory of precipitous color. That's also why [ prefer the vertical arena of a 70°
slope, with chasms, precipices, overhanging rain-shelter rocks, tilting one way
and another in drunken abandon, each with some gem’s oversized flowers shout-
ing, “Look at me!” Do those seedling belles, each peering from its mossy lintel on
my outcrop, recall Paris’s Rue Saint-Denis at a brisk ten in the morning, while, like
the truck drivers leaving Les Halles near it, the garden’s “insect inspectors debate
/ niceties of pollen / shapes, stripes, cup size.” (I like to think a garden can seem
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suggestive to more than a bee.) But a layering of response, of overlapping sea-
sonal effects, requires constant editing. Unlike the scientist, though, I'm dealing
with individuals. Each garden plant represents a choice—of my magnanimity, if
nothing else.

To visitors, I fear, the choices are less apparent. Rather, the riot of bloom can
look kaleidoscopic. We gardeners negotiate the visual chaos with an intrepidity
that makes others shake their heads. “All that work,” they sigh in disbelief, “iC’s
too much.” And, of course, rock gardens don’t have to be so time-intensive. Crev-
ice gardens with their striated rows of rock and little slits of earth came into being
as a solution to weeding. Their owners did not relish being garden slaves. Instead
they wanted gardens they could leave in the summer when the mountains finally
open up and their plant inhabitants call.

The difference between us comes down to one of temperament. There are the
minimalists who approach the spatial concerns of a garden like engineers, and
there are maximalists, like me, who need a surround of excess to feel most them-
selves. The important thing, for me, is to go out in the ever-changing wind and
weather of the garden, there in the sandbox playing.

The same immersion holds for what [ write. First thought, best thought, is the
mantra of a whole school of poetry. Clearly, those Beat poets were not gardeners.
For a gardener, ripping up a garden and starting over again, unthinkable as it
might seem, becomes a way of keeping things fresh. It’s I, after all, who am in
charge, not the plants. Or so I imagine.

There are poets who, like certain gardeners, go to great pains to have their
soil fumigated, the rocks all laid, before they so much as insert a line. You see
them surrounded by thesaurus and dictionaries, among pages and pages of
developed notes. The poem is an organism they assemble methodically, one set
of rhymes bleeding into the next.

My writing, like my gardening, is more helter-skelter. I work with what comes,
impulsively, as if dictated by some other self—the poet in me? It’s not the images
thar, like plants, I splash about that count, but rhythm. Without a meter-making
argument there is, as Emerson said, no poem, just a collection of words,
thoughts. Prose? That, too, requires rhythm. I want my reader to latch onto a
pulse before he succumbs to the din of words and imagery. Like a garden, the
performance has to flow, one sequence into the next: enough variety, enough
color, and enough complexity to represent an orchestrated moment. In bringing
an awareness of life as no more nor less than a series of moments, the poem displays,
much as a garden does, a particular sensibility: an ongoing effort to present
myself.

With a garden, the visitor can keep coming back to see its seasonal diversity.
Poetry attempts something similar in the way it withholds its secrets, its inner
resonance. Like a garden, it must offer enough enticement to invite the reader
bee to return. That, too, is what the garden teaches: how to participate in what
its plants want to achieve. As I relax, they take me over. From this proximity,
from listening to plants over time, I find myself debating in a plant’s winter voice
the issues of emergence:
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Will snow that so enfolds
kindle us starry dead

To pry open the earth
And find its interred heart?

For a person as restless and impatient as [ am, always ready to charge off
somewhere new, the garden allows me to feel rooted: in a place’s seasonal time;
in a constantly changing moment surrounded with teeming presences:

When they erupt,

everywhere I stoop

strikes golden handles.

Grounded in blossom I walk

three times as fast

through the kingdom of wind.
Meadows blow by, fast-closing,
undeciphered. Who in such profusion
speaks for me? Whole minutes I stand
mesmerized by jostling buttercups

all raising their skirts and stamping.

In their vivacity those presences challenge me as a writer. Can I feel the same
tender solicitude for my words that spring’s tiny plants bring out? Is each minus-
cule effect as precisely articulated as a trough’s flowers? More unlikely yet, does
the poem breathe with a kindred excitement and energy, “its every earthstring
stretched taut?” In the process of writing, of typing draft after draft, can I become
myselfa rockscape, “Sky and wind / Struck into flowers?” That may be a lot to ask,
but that’s the challenge the garden offers, and as a poet I try to meet it.

Robin Magowan is a poet, essayist, and travel writer whose extensive garden in
Connecticut and active participation in NARGS have led to a number of welcome
contributions to this journal, both prose and poetry. His rock garden most recently
added a section designed by Josef Halda. The present essay previously appeared in the
April 2010 issue of Southwest Review, vol. 95, nos. 1-2..
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In Search of the
Pink May Apple

Jim McClements

ost people in eastern North America are familiar with Podophyllum pelta-
M!‘um, the widespread native woodland plant commonly known as the “May
apple” or “wild mandrake.” It makes large stands of umbrella-like leaves, under
which appears a single white flower arising from the junction of the leaf petioles.
Younger plants, with only a single leaf, produce no flower (photos, p. 178).

I have known this plant since my early days in western Pennsylvania, and it
also grows vigorously in many of the woodlands here in central Delaware. We
transplanted a few onto our homesite 25 years ago and now have more than an
abundant number!

About 20 years ago | was fortunate to obtain a plant of Podophyllum
pleianthum,a Chinese species that has dark red flowers, and I have been “hooked”
on the genus since then. In the course of learning as much as I could about the
several Asian species, I began corresponding with Julian Shaw, a professor of
pharmacology living in Nottingham, England, who had become interested in
Podophyllum while investigating their chemical properties in relation to a possi-
ble cancer treatment. His interest became more botanical, to the point where he
eventually began writing about the genus and developed an identification key. As
aresult, he was asked to do the section on Podophyllum in Stearn’s monograph on
Epimedium, which is currently the most definitive treatment of the genus.

As part of his research Shaw had come across reports of a pink-flowered form
of P. peltatum and asked me if I knew of its existence. He wanted to obtain some
samples to see if he could demonstrate by chemical means that the pink color
might represent evidence of some ancient hybridization between the North
American and red-flowered Asian species, stemming from the days when the
continents were connected by the land bridge known as Beringia. This started
my quest.

A search of available literature disclosed that such a plant had been reported,
and collected, from several places. Probably the earliest report was by a botanist
named Deam in his Flora of Indiana (1940). He described finding in 1927, near
Mauckport, Indiana, what came later to be known as Podophyllum peltatum forma
deamii, having not only pink petals butalso a red ovary. A similar form has sub-
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sequently been reported from several sites in Missouri and Illinois, as well as
multiple sites throughout Pennsylvania. A second form from Missouri, having
pink petals but without the red ovary, has recently surfaced. However, a few of
these in my garden are barely a pale pink on opening and rapidly fade to white.

I obrained two plants of P. p. forma deamii several years ago and have seen
them increase fairly rapidly into a small clump. The pink color is somewhat pale
and tends to fade, but is quite atcractive. The fruic is dark red, instead of the
greenish-yellow typical of the species. This forma also appears to be self-fertile,
at least to a greater extent than most podophyllums, which usually need two
clones to produce seed. As it becomes available, it should become a popular plant
for woodland gardens, with the caveat that it will probably spread as vigorously
as its “normal” cousin. I should add that the same appears to be true of most of
the Asian species that [ grow.

My interest in podophyllums led me to experiment with a cross that Shaw had
done earlier, between P. peltatum and P. pleianthum. | have raised quite a few flow-
ering plants from this and can report that they are not only spectacular but also
exhibit “hybrid vigor” in both size and rapid multiplication. Shaw has christened
the hybrid Podophyllum x inexpectatum and includes it in his key to the genus.
Unfortunately, it seems thus far to be self-sterile, a not uncommon situation with
hybrids, but it does spread readily underground. I'm currently trying to cross P.
peltatum with some of the other Chinese species, but I have nothing positive to
report thus far.

Jim McClements, a retired physician, cultivates an extensive woodland garden in
Delaware. He has contributed regularly to the Quarterly, and his photographs have won
numerous awards in its annual photo contest.

In Search of the Pink May Apple 193



Some Images
from Hungary

Pal Kovacs

Editor’s note: This issue includes a sample of the award-winning photos submitted
to our 2009 contest by Pal Kovics of Dorog, Hungary. He has kindly provided the
following notes about the plants depicted.

Colchicum hungaricum (honorable mention, class 1; photo, p. 179): This nice cor-
mous plant ranges from Greece to Hungary. Its main flowering time is February,
but if the weather is warmer the flowers start in early January. The tepals are usu-
ally white, but sometimes pinkish or purple-pink as in the specimen shown. The
margin of the leafis hairy, which a good identifying mark for the species, which is
poisonous like other colchicums. The photo was taken at Szarsomlyo-hill,
Hungary.

Hepatica nobilis (class 1; p. 179) is a widely occurring, low-growing perennial
plant. It likes moist, calciferous soil. It blooms in early spring before the new
leaves appear. The petals usually are blue, but sometimes pink or white. Its leaves
have been used medicinally. The photo was taken in Zselic, Hungary.

The short-lived Linaria alpina (exceptional quality, class 1; p. 180) can be found
in the high mountains of central and southern Europe up to 3800 meters. In its
native habitat it forms a compact cushion densely covered with violet flowers.
Unfortunately, in horticultural conditions it usually loses its natural compact
habit. The photo was taken in South Tirol, Italy.

Ranunculus glacialis, (class 1; p. 180) a low-growing perennial, lives in the high
mountains of Europe up to 4000 meters. Its flowers are white at first and then
become pink. The flowering time is from July to October, depending on when
the snow melts. It prefers rocky debris and scree. The photo was taken in South
Tirol, Italy.
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BOOKS

Flowers of Greece by Tristan Lafranchis and George Sfikas. Paris: Diatheo,
2009. ISBN 978-2952162029, 978-2952162036. Paperback, 2 vols., 431 +
445 pp,, color photos throughout, plus DVD. Available from AGS
Bookstore <www.alpinegardensociety.net/publications/>, £98 (members)
or £120 (nonmembers); or from the authors, <lafranchis@yahoo.fr>, for
120 euro, or from Amazon France: <http://www.amazon.fr/exec/obidos/
ASIN/2952162042>.

Reviewed by JanE McGary, Portland, Oregon

Greece, its islands, and its Balkan neighbor lands offer hundreds if not thousands
of plant species suitable for the rock garden. The mountainous terrain with its
generally shallow, rocky soils and long history of human activity, especially sheep
and goat grazing, has spurred the evolution of plants that are compact, tough,
and predator-resistant. Some that spend the winter months beneath mountain
snows are even adaptable to rock gardens that lie far north of Mediterranean lat-
itudes. In turn, rock gardeners have long been visiting Greece to enjoy its plants,
climate, and historic sites—sites that themselves are often adorned with choice
plants, thanks to the exclusion of livestock.

Numerous books have been written on the flora of Greece. Probably the one
most often possessed by North American rock gardeners is Oleg Polunin’s Flow-
ers of Greece and the Balkans, which I find a little unsatisfactory to use because of
its arrangement; it also has limited color illustrations, and the nomenclature
has moved on since its publication. There are good works on specific regions,
notably, in recent years, the sumptuous Flowers of Crete by John Fielding and
Nicholas Turland—nort an item for the backpack, but indispensable for review-
ing at home what one has seen on the island. A field guide to the bulbous plants
of Greece, by Christopher Grey-Wilson, is scheduled for publication by the
Alpine Garden Society in spring 2010. George Sfikas, a coauthor of Flowers of
Greece (henceforth FG), has written many popular books and articles, but these
are available mostly in Greece, and in its language. Exhaustive scientific coverage
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is the aim of the planned Flora Hellenica, unsurprisingly described in the intro-
duction to FG as “slow to come.”

The work under review is a gallant accempt to meet the needs of the boranical
traveler by providing a fully color-illustrated field guide to the country’s plants
“which we hope will help nature lovers, botanists and gardeners.” It is selective,
not exhaustive: “The most attractive groups are presented in an exhaustive way
such as Dianthus, Viola, Campanula, bulbous plants and trees ... whilst other fam-
ilies like Polygonaceae, Chenopodiaceae or Amaranthaceae—whose many species
often look similarand usually draw poor interest—have been covered very briefly.
We have tended to exclude the scarcest or most local plants,” although “Some
scarce plants, which are extremely local, are presented as they grow in easily
reached places.” The degree of exclusion is indicated by mention, under each
genus, of the approximate number of its species that occur in Greece, which can
be compared with the number of species described in this guide.

The two thick volumes are bound in common coated paper coverstock; I
haven’tused them long enough to evaluate how long-lasting the binding will be,
but anyone who buys these expensive books for field use will want to protect
them in plastic slipcovers, which can be bought online or from some bookstores.
The pages, about 14 by 20 cm (5.5 by 8 inches), lie open fairly easily. The paper
is of good quality, unlikely to tear.

Volume 1 opens with a brief introduction covering geography, geology, cli-
mate, floral evolution, conservation, and flowering seasons. There follows a very
condensed but useful section “Habirtats in Greece,” describing many typical
plant communities from the seashore to high mountains, with lists of selected
significant species. A glossary of botanical terms follows; it will assist users but
is not complete and may leave the less knowledgeable stranded by such defini-
tions as “glandular: with gland(s).” A section “How to recognize the main plant
families” is actually a fairly complete key for the families covered in FG and
includes small photos of typical flowers for some of them. The families and genera
can be found via the index, which is helpfully duplicated in both volumes.

There follows the body of the work, the species photos and descriptions. This
is more or less arranged in the sequence used in scientific floras, so readers who
haven’t memorized it will need the index; the family names are also prominently
displayed in running heads, however. Each family entry includes a general char-
acterization of it. Families with only two or three genera often don’t have sepa-
rate genus entries, but more complex sets have a section for each large genus.
There are no keys to genera, so the user has to compare the genus descriptions to
get to the right one. Within large families, however, the descriptions may be
arranged in the form of a key, but this is a bit unpredictable.

For example, under Fabaceae (legumes, pea family), we find first a mixed bag
of trees and large shrubs in eight genera; then the genus Chamaecytisus—unhappily,
since Cytisus has been included in the mixed bag, it isn’t immediately clear how
the two are distinguished—broken into a two-part key by flower form; then
Genista, splitinto simple and trifoliate leaves, and within the first into spiny and
non-spiny; then, separated from Genista by a thin horizontal line, but withouta
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heading, is another mixed bag of five genera with one species each. We move on
to Lupinus (5 spp.) and another mix that appears to have no unifying character.
There follows Astragalus, always difficulc for amareurs to identify and here given
a good key treatment; the same is true for Vicia, Lathyrus, and Ononis to complete
the family. The mixed bags, I think, are meant to be brought to the user’s atten-
tion by the photos on the facing pages, so perhaps they were just slotted in where
the photos fitted. A different approach seems to have been taken in the Brassi-
caceae (crucifers), where the steps of the key include fruit form, flower color, and
growth habit. I think you would get used to this pretty quickly with actual appli-
cation, but it would help to know immediately that you’re probably looking ata
Draba.

Each verso (left-hand page) displays as many as 11 photos, generally justan inflo-
rescence and perhaps some leaves, and each recto 1s text; in most bur not all cases the
photos have their text facing. The photos are necessarily small, and some suffer
from low resolution; many could have done with better color balancing, always a
problem with current printing technology, which tends to overdo the black com-
ponent and darken some details to oblivion. These deficiencies are mitigated,
however, by the DVD (see below).

Once one arrives at the species descriptions, the great value of this work mate-
rializes. Diagnostic features are italicized, so that if you know what a stipule is
and can tell laciniate from toothed, you can probably determine thatyou’re look-
ing at Medicago polymorpha (if you know what a Medicago is in the first place, and
if it happens to have some pods present). Thatis, if you're not a North American
who instinctively ignores a Medicago as an “introduced weed.”

A choice now available to authors whose printing budgets don’tallow lavish
illustration is the provision of a DVD, and Lafranchis and Sfikas have gone all
out in this regard, including a disc of 13,000 images (somewhart vulnerably
housed in a flimsy vinyl sleeve taped to the cover of one volume). This tool is
notvery intuitively formatted and I flailed around a bit learning to use it, but the
images themselves, from various sources, are invaluable, especially as they show
the extreme variability of some species (e.g., the green-and-brown Greek Fritillaria
species that frustrate me so often). The authors have made a wise decision, risky
to their own interests but of great value to the user, to enable copying of this
DVD to a hard drive. The serious, technologically oriented user of this field guide
will want to bring the DVD on a notebook computer; others can compare their
own field photos with its images.

In summary, this is a big-budget tool that I recommend to those who are
planning intensive botanical travel in Greece, to commercial growers and other
specialists, to institutions, and to self-indulgent botano-bibliophiles. NARGS
chapters that maintain lending libraries for their members may wish to acquire
it. I'd also like to mention that author Lafranchis regularly guides for the excel-
lent Greentours company, especially in Greece, where he and his family reside.
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A Year in a Rock Garden: An Organic Gardening Guide, by Ron Kushner.
Create Space, 2010. ISBN 978-1450580090. 208 pp. Paperback, $19.95.
Available from Amazon.com.

Reviewed by SaLLy Boyson, Denver, Colorado

This is an idiosyncratic diary of the second year of a rock garden, self-published
by an experienced organic gardener and punctuated by thoughts about organic
gardening. It is not about a generalizable rock garden, but about one in Zone 6
Pennsylvania (discoverable only by reading the back cover) in a certain year, and
applicable in many ways only to that part of the country. Thirteen inches of rain
in one month or being able to place rocks in the soil in January would be incom-
prehensible to many NARGS members. Other idiosyncratic elements include
an appendix of 27 plants that are not to be grown in a rock garden, and a list of
300 plants that Kushner has grown, including some that failed or were too
large—without mention that they, too would be unsuitable for his garden. At
least one he recommends, Euphorbia myrsinites, is considered invasive in some
parts of the country.

The diary aspects contain little to excite any but a naive rock gardener, but the
organic gardening lessons are useful and may be new to many. How does he fer-
tilize through the gravel mulch? (Compost tea and fish emulsion, plus throwing
compost into each planting hole, suffice.) Much of this, including the definitions
of “organic,” should have been placed in the beginning of the book.

Each month begins with a summary of a trip to another garden, which those
in the area should find useful. The photographs will disappoint, as all are slightly
out of focus and black-and-white, with distracting elements in many of those
taken in Kushner’s home garden. The latter show an eccentric style of mulching,
with patches of white gravel around certain plants and a bark-like mulch elsewhere.
The entire book could have used one more sweep by a copy editor, including the
otherwise useful index. There is an extensive source list that will prove helpful to
those looking for organic alternative products, as well as plants.

In short, this book is really two, with the appendices belonging to the diary
aspect, and the source list to a short course on organic gardening. These might
coexist more gracefully with the organic gardening advice boxed off and indexed
separately, as those sections may be all some readers are seeking. For them,
though, a more general, conventionally organized book on organic gardening
would likely prove more useful.
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In Memoriam:
Anita Kistler

tis with deep sadness that we note the passing of a longtime NARGS member,

Anirta Kistler of West Chester, Pennsylvania. She had been a member of the
Delaware Valley Chapter since its founding in 1965 and served as chapter chair.
She died on April 22,2010, at age 89.

At the NARGS national level, Anita ran the Society’s bookstore from 1978 to
1984, and she was business manager of the Bulletin, predecessor of the Rock
Garden Quarterly, beginning in 1977; in addition, she compiled the index for
several issues of the Bulletin. Anira also served on the NARGS Board of Direc-
tors. She contributed eleven articles to the quarterly publication, including book
reviews, beginning with “Long Bloom in My Rock Garden” in 1975. She received
the national Award of Merit in 1976. Anita is honored with Phlox glaberrima
‘Anita Kistler’, whose flowers are bright lavender-pink.

Chuck Ulmann, a member of the Delaware Valley Chaprter, remembers, “She
was a superb grower and propagator. Her troughs, plants, wonderful rock garden,
delightful personality, and mentoring to many of us will be missed.”

Jim McClements recalls how patient and generous she was with beginners:
“She never made me feel stupid.”

Betty Mackey, chair of the Delaware Valley Chapter, notes that Anita has been
actively contributing to the chaprer all along, even last year donating plants for
the chapter’s sale and enjoying visits from members. “For decades, Anita intro-
duced the gardening public to rock gardening. Her farm and garden, included in
so many garden tours over the years, gave so many visitors their first view of this
enchanting way of dealing with plants in our landscapes. She directly taught
many gardeners how to make and plant excellent troughs and how to propagate
rock garden plants at her hands-on workshops,” Betty remembers.

Anita was involved in establishing the collection of rock garden books at the
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society library. She received numerous awards for
her exhibits at the Philadelphia Flower Show and also awards of merit from the
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society.

Anita was a graduate of the School of Architecture of the University of Penn-
sylvania. Her late husband, John, also a landscape architect, designed for the
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Philadelphia Flower Show. During John's early years of association with the
show, Anita saw the first exhibit of the local ARGS chapter and, in her own
words, she was “hooked.” “Before I even got my feet wet in the field,” she said, “I
was meeting the elite of the rock garden world.”

Iris cristata, one of the plants that carpeted Anita Kistler's Pennsylvania garden.
Anita’s friend Doretta Klaber drew this plant for one of her books and
included it in a set of drawings she gave to Anita, who eventually passed this
trove of artwork on for use in the Quarterly.
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Bulletin Board

Important Seed Exchange Announcement

The 2010-2011 NARGS Seed Exchange Seedlist will be posted on our website on
December 15.

To view the Seedlist and to place an order, go to: www.nargs.org and click on
“Seed Ex” in the tool bar or in the left-side menu.

On the “Seed Ex” page, you will find the current year’s Seedlist, as well as all
the necessary information about placing an order.

If you need a printed copy of the Seedlist, you must request one from:

Joyce Fingerut

537 Taugwonk Road

Stonington, CT 06378-1805 U.S.A.

alpinegarden@comcast.net
Please contact Joyce before November 15, so that she will know how many lists
to print.

Donating Seeds: Without your donations there can be no exchange, and we
welcome seeds of many different genera and genres. See the “Seed Donation
Instructions” on the website or in the insert to this issue for guidance about
what kinds of seed to send. The “Past Years’ Seed Lists” on the website will also
give you further ideas about what you can collect and donate, from your gardens
or the wild.

From the President
Dear NARGS Members,
It’s the first days of May and the spring flowers are glorious. The deep snows of
February and early March seem so far away. While central Ohio was covered with

snow, I had the good fortune ro attend the Western Winter Study Weekend in
Medford, Oregon on March 5-7, 2010. The program was terrific, and the won-
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derful vendors and open gardens made everything much more special. I would
like to congratulate Kathy Pyle and her Siskiyou Chapter organizing team—
Lynette Davis, Dave Dobak (from the Columbia-Willamette Chapter), Phyllis
Gustafson, Meridel Hedges, Peggy and John Hirsch, Kelley Leonard, Baldassare
Mineo, and Paul Otto—for an outstanding job. Also, hearty congratulations to
the Siskiyou Chapter on occasion of its 40th anniversary.

Just two weeks after the Western Winter Study Weekend it was time for the
Eastern Study Weekend. This took place in Devens, Massachusetts and offered
another selection of excellent speakers and vendors in the stylish venue of
Devens Commons. The New England Chapter, which organized the meeting,
dedicated it to the memory of Carol Fyler. Much appreciation to Rosemary Mon-
ahan and her planning committee: Helga Andrews, Vivien Bouffard, Stefan
Cover, Helen du Toit, Ernie Flippo, Helen Herold, Dianne and Ray Huling, Jim
Jones, Katy Kleitz, Donna Lane, Matt Mattus, Wanda and Dick Macnair, George
Newman, Sally Perkins, Carol Riley, Cathy Rooney, Rachel Ross, Jan Sacks, Mike
Saganich, Marty Schafer, Pat and Pete Schappert, Mike Slater, Bob and Dee
Stewart, Mary Ann Streeter and Pat Wetzel.

There was one crucial membership services issue discussed at both Board
meetings at the Study Weekends, and that’s the future of the NARGS Book Serv-
ice. The Book Service brings the organization a deficit of nearly $10,000 per year,
as it is very difficult for such a small outfit to compete with big online book-
sellers like Amazon. Because of the deficit, the Administrative Committee
(AdCom) recommended at the Board meeting in Oregon that the Book Service
be phased out. The AdCom’s proposal had nothing to do with the the perform-
ance of Jan Slater, the Book Service Manager; Jan does an excellent job. It’s just
a fact that NARGS cannot afford to lose so much money. That money is needed
elsewhere, for example to pay for more pages and pictures in the Quarterly.

After the the first Board meeting, it became apparent that the membership
did not want the Book Service phased out completely, but instead scaled down
and reinvented. That was the reaction of many of the participants of the second
Board meeting. I need to add that both of these Board meetings were open to
anybody who registered for either of the Winter Study Weekends. All the regis-
trants were sent e-mails inviting them to attend and participate in the discussion
of the Book Service proposal, among other topics. In addition, there was also a
public announcement by NARGS Treasurer Randy Tatroe, at both meetings. to
inform the membership of the AdCom’s position on the Book Service plans.

Later, the NARGS Board held an online discussion of the Book Service’s
future, and during this discussion it became clear that the best way to approach
the matter is to establish a Task Force dedicated to the issue. To thatend, I have
formed the NARGS Publications Task Force and appointed Michael Riley, of
the Manhattan Chapter, as its Chair. Michael and his team are going to study the
Book Service and make recommendations on which the NARGS Board will vote
at the Annual General Meeting in Colorado.

There is another Task Force active at NARGS, and it is addressing Online
Seed Ordering. Tony Reznicek of the Great Lakes Chapter is Chair, and hope-
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fully, thanks to the efforts of Tony and his team, the NARGS Seed Exchange
will get online ordering capability this year.

This is the last issue of the Quarterly edited by Jane McGary. Please give Jane
a HUGE hand for 10 years of exemplary service to NARGS!

Best regards,
Grazyna

Persons who joined NARGS
between January 30, 2010 and May 9, 2010

Smith, Ernest, 21 The Boulevarde, Armidale, NSW 2350, Australia

Klapwijk, Chris, 10476 125-B St., Surrey, BC V3V 5A7, Canada

Nieford, Daniel, 427 Milford Rd., Carrolls Corner, NS BON 1Y0, Canada

Higgs, Michael, RR1, 245 Richardson Rd., Hastings, ON KOL 1Y0, Canada

Lee, Barb, 33 Upper Ave., London, ON N6H 2L5, Canada

Miller, Constance, 2935 Dayton Rd, RR2, Iron Bridge, ON POR 1HO0, Canada

Tou, Vello, 4160 Marigold Court, Mississauga, ON LSL 1Y7, Canada

Bryson, Stacey, 2820 Tullochgorum Rd., Ormstown, QC JOS 1K0, Canada

Frugone, Gabriela, Luis Pasteur 6178, d. 52, Santiago RM 7640503, Chile

Jaeger, Udo, Wurzburger Str. 21, Hoechberg D-97204, Germany

Vande, Jamie, Carl-Schurz-Str. 6, Cologne D-50935, Germany

Bravenboer, Jan, F. P. Jager Beatrizxlaan 41, Ede 6713 PR, Netherlands

Flataas, Per-Einar, Hoegreina 316, Trondheim, Norway

Church, Maurice, 9 Doncaster Rd., E. Harwick, West Yorkshire WF8 3EQ,
United Kingdom

Weir, David, Inishcarra. 36 Killinchy Rd., Comber, Co. Down BT23 SLU,
United Kingdom

Wells, Heather, HC 36 Box 2676, Wasilla, AK 99654

Heiser, Brian, 32149 Aquaduct Rd., Bonsall, CA 92003

Smith, Nevin, Suncrest Nurseries, 400 Casserly Rd., Watsonville, CA 95076

Boley, Linda, 150 S. 35" St., Boulder, CO 80305

Castro, Elizabeth, 6698 Lynx Cove, Littleton, CO 80124

Hawley, Chris S., 473 S. Balsam St., Lakewood, CO 80226

Moore,]J. W., 327 E. Second St., Cortez, CO 81321

Moore, John R., 2366 Monument Dr., Grand Junction, CO 81507

Seth, Kenton, 322-D 3/4 Rd., Clifton, CO 81520

Verkutis, Margo, 5120 W. Rowland Ave., Littleton, CO 80128

Keller, Thomas, 12 Tokeneke Trail, Darien, CT 06820

Dwyer, Page, 1705 Millers Rd., Arden, Wilmington, DE 19810

DeBolt, Ann & Roger Rosentreter, 2105 S. Manitou Ave., Boise, ID 83706

Shirley, Kim, 5427 Shoshoni Trail, Pocarella, ID 83204

MacNeil, Donald L., 689 Golf Club Lane, Frankfort, IL 60423

Evans, Marvin, 708 S. Star St., El Dorado, KS 67042

Morley, Brian, 23899 Chieftain Rd., Lawrence, KS 66044
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List, Luellen, 5005 Mc Hugh Lane, Independence, KY 41055
Ellis, John, 27 Maple St., Lexington, MA 02420

Hamm, Linda, One Fox Run Rd., Upton, MA 01568
Hildick-Smith, Neil, 29 Maxwell Rd., Winchester, MA 01890
Chaker, Anne Marie, 608 Gist Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fetzer, Jody, 5203 Danbury Rd., Bethesda, MD 20814
Berkowitz, Hannah, 1224 Franklin Ave., Grand Haven, MI 49417
Mahaney, Mary, 1175 Ortman Rd., Marquette, M1 49855
Langton, Delane H., 356 Scott St., Billings, MT 59101
Stickney, Peggy, 201 Mount St., Missoula, MT 59801

Wong, Alma, 5 Ozark Spring Lane, Asheville, NC 28805

Kraus, Leslie, 173 Engle St., Tenafly, N] 07670

Lewis, Christine, 4 Highland Terrace, Wayne, NJ 0747

Smith, Roy, 447 North Ridgewood Rd., South Orange, NJ 07079
Hastings, Helen, HC 67, Box 81, Anton Chico, NM 87711
Borker, Helen, 309 7 St., Brooklyn, NY 11215

Heisey, Michael, 528 Meadoway Park, Worthington, OH 43085
Bates, Susan S., 11626 S. W. Military Lane, Portland, OR 97219
Buck, Jean P., 14646 Highway 62, Eagle Point, OR 97524
Cherry, Cheryl, 1515 SE Rhone St., Portland, OR 97202
Hagerman, Nancy, 1308 Peartree Lane, Medord, OR 97504
Kendall, Peter J., 4234 SW Shactuck Rd., Portland, OR 97221
Mumblo, Barbara, PO Box 17985, Jacksonville, OR 97530

Peek, Daniel, 4402 Birdhaven Loop, Newberg, OR 97132
Robertson, Patricia, S003 Foothills Rd., Apt. E, Lake Oswego, OR 97034
Stocker, Pat, 1508 Village Center Dr., Medford, OR 97504
Griffich, Burlton, 1324 Pilgrim Dr., Sewickley, PA 15143
Kueppers, Carol, 108 Lee Circle, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

Mayer, Doreene, 617 Andover Rd., Newtown Square, PA 19073
Cronin, Lisa, 400 S. Zang, Suite 820, Dallas, TX 75208

Cassidy, Mike, 407 W. Alexandria Ave., Alexandria, VA 22302
Hansen, Nancy C., PO Box 692, Burley, WA 98322

Reisinger, Barbara, 15835 NE 49" St., Redmond, VA 98052
Scott, Jason, 24735 Big Valley Rd., NE, Poulsbo, WA 98370
Meffert, Gordon, 5939 State Rd. 113, Waunakee, W1 53597

The following recently became NARGS Life Members:

Nina D’Ambra (New Jersey) Lawrence Springate (Scotland)
Paula Thompson (Michigan)

The following recently became NARGS Patrons:

Louisa Ferree (Massachusetts) Laura Gregg (Pennsylvania)
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NARGS December 2009 Donations Appeal
(Donations Breakdown (as of 5/9/10)

Designated

“Rock Garden Quarterly” $3,249.24
Web site/Web master 350.00
Seed Exchange 1,005.00
Singer Endowment Fund 100.00
Speakers Tour 100.00
In honor of Larry Thomas (General Fund) 50.00
In memory of Pat Bender (General Fund) 150.00
In memory of Carol Fyler (General Fund) 25.00
General Fund 1,596.35
Toral $6625.59

Donors (since February 1, 2010):

Leslie Flanigan (Colorado) Boyd Hutchison (Massachusetts)
Judy and Harvey Kagan (Connecticut) Christian Homsi (France)
Nancy Koltun (Illinois) Henri Leclerc (New York)

Marj Smith (Australia)
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4
g NARGS CoMING EVENTS

Western Winter Study Weekend: February 25-27,
2011. Victoria, BC. Venue to be announced. Hosted by
the Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Garden Society.
Contact: 222

2011 Annual General Meeting: June 2011. New
Hampshire. Dates and venue to be announced. Hosted

by the Fells Chapter.

Enhance Your Landscaping
With Nature’s Wonderful Garden Rock

TUFA

» Benefit from the beauty & unique properties of tufa
* A must for alpine & rock gardeners
* Porous (absorbs water)
* Lightweight, easy to handle
« Blends naturally with all yard settings

ROCKY MOUNTAIN TUFA LTD.

Ph: (250) 341-6865 » Fax: (250) 341-6896
www tufabc.ca info@tufa.bec.ca
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FOR SALE
Oregon Country House with Mature Garden

9.91 fenced acres, meadow and mature native forest, secluded on quiet
dead-end paved road in Mt. Hood foothills, 1 hour to Portland city
center or alpine skiing, minutes to village, National Forest hiking trails,
boating, and fishing.

Premium-built 1986 Craftsman-style house, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
2740 sf with 830 sf semifinished daylight basement, 24x36” detached
garage-shop. House features veranda on 3 sides, tiled solarium, fireplace,
farmhouse kitchen, formal dinihg room, large upstairs flex space,
library, oak floors, 9-ft and vaulted ceilings, extensive bookshelves.

Large garden with extensive collection of mature trees, shrubs, bulbs,
and perennials, many rare and choice; terraced with native fieldstone
retaining walls, 2 paved patios, outdoor lighting, organic vegetable
garden, pond and fountain.

Rolling terrain, well-drained gritty loam soil, agricultural-capacity
well with superb water quality.

For details contact Jane McGary
503 630-3339, janemcgary@earthlink.net

REI.AXED;& FRIENDLY, EXPERT GUIDES, SMALL GROUPS

ﬂ."f

Over 70 Botanical & Wildlife Tours to

Central Asia & China Tien Shan/Altai/Yunnan
Sichuain Turkey, Iran & The Caucasus
Lake Vian/Pontic Alps/SW Turkey/Georgicl
lagros Mountains Mediterranean Andalucia
Iberia/Chios/Sardinia/Sicily/Crete/N Greece
Peloponnese/Chelmos/Gargano Europe's
Mountains & Scandinavia Pyrenees/Dolomites
Maritime Alps/Spitsbergen/iceland/Gotland
Closerto Home N. Cdlifornic/Ontario/Mexico
-and many more ,

Book Now! Your Exchange Rate is Great! VW .
A%

GREENTOURS enquresagreentours.co.uk

www.greentours.co.uk
NATURAL HISTORY HOLIDAYS  Tel/fax (UK) +44 1298 83563
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Wildflowers of Yunnan
June 2011

Follow in the footsteps of George Forrest and
Joseph Rock

« Visit the fabled cities of Dali, Lijiang and Zhongdian

« Hunt for Primulas, Rhododendrons and Pleiones on
the Cangshan

« See Meconopsis delavayi on the Gang Ho Ba and
Rheum nobile on Da Xue Shan

Join Liz Knowles in her annual quest for wildflowers
around the world. Reserve your place now.

t Formoreinformationand to book this trip, please contact I(erry Tattrieat
eS Quest Nature Tours by phone at: 416.633.5666/1.800.387.1483
NATURE TOURS  orbyemail: kerry@worldwidequest.com.

See full details on this and all our natural history tours at: www.questnaturetours.com

NEW ZEALAND ALPINE GARDEN SOCIETY
Study Weekend 2012

The NZAGS is pleased to announce its next Study Weekend, “In from the
Wild—from the Great Outdoors to Our Gardens,” to be held at Lincoln
University, Canterbury, South Island, February 3-5, 2012.

We extend a warm welcome to our two key speakers, Harry Jans from the
Netherlands, and John Massey from the U.K. Harry is well-known for his
world travels looking at alpine plants in the wild, particularly in China,
photographing them, and growing them superbly well in his garden at
home. John is an eminent plantsman and proprietor of Ashwood Nurseries in
England, which specialises in hellebores, hepaticas, lewisias and auriculas. He
also has a magnificent private garden, which is regularly opened to the
public for charity.

Harry and John will be supported by a full programme of events, including
local experts speaking on a wide range of topics, so there will be something
for everyone. Overseas visitors are very welcome to register their interest
now and request further details as available by e-mailing Ann Cartman
(annandjoe@xtra.co.nz) or Doreen Mear (doreenmear@hotmail.com).

Make a date in your diary!
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Telos Rare Bulbs

Featuring hard-to-find bulbs from around the world, many that have never been offered before, all
grown in our nursery. We specialize in bulbs from the western US, bulbs from South America and
bulbs from southern Africa, as well as rarities from other parts of the world. Our offering of Oxalis is
unequalled. Whether your love is Arum, Calochortus or Stenomesson, you will find something to
cherish from our list.

www.TelosRareBulbs.com
Telos Rare Bulbs, P.O. Box 1067, Ferndale, CA 95536, USA
rarebulbs@suddenlink.net

American Primrose Socie
invites everyone who enjoys Y HYPERTUFA TROUGHS

primroses Lo join our sociely. Call or write for list:
M f*mbfms} 'r?r'P; ve {;-*;P qt -; a rt .or L \j[m’a g{:zr ne Betsy Knapp
and seed exchange privileges. i 796 South Ave:
Dues (individual or household) $25 Rochester, NY 14620
j)m' (.‘(.I!(f'n(!‘{”:\‘.‘f{”‘, (585) 271-0324
Jon Kawaguchi eeknapp@rochester.rr.com
3524 Bowman Court
Alameda, CA 94502

Exhibitor at WSW

Kirk Fieseler Karen Lehrer FER"S

1950 Laporte Avenue

A new source for North American species.
Fort Collins, CO 80521 P

~ 4

i 4 Tel #970-472-0017 For crevice and rock gardens, woodland settings,
Fax #970-223-4463 and even swamps.
Large variety of species in limited quantities.
All plants reproduced from spores,
La porte Avenue Nurse ry raised & shipped in pots.

Rocky Mountain Alpines, o 3
Western High Plains Plants & For catalog and price list, send SASE:
Rock Garden Plants Bunny Fern Farm

Catalog $1.00 16 Acken Rd., Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www laporteavenuenursery.com

& Join the world’s largest alpine garden L
Fal society and enjoy the benefits: A P
: * Highly acclaimed colour quarterly bulletin

garden society
* Opportunity to buy specialist publications

ET
* Tours to see alpines in their natural habitats %
* Local groups and countrywide national shows =" =

* Annual seed distribution (over 6000 entries) www.alpinegardensociety.net

AGS Centre Avon Bank Pershore WRI0 3JP UK
t: 01386 554790 f: 01386 554801 e: ags@alpinegardensociety.net
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S Fern Gully Nursery
2586 Hwy. 11 West
’% Chesnee, SC 29323

| s www.ferngullynursery.com
S ol Email: ferngully@chesnet.net
Phone: 864-461-7146

Specializing in North American
Native Azaleas

Species
Natural Hybrids
A few man made hybrids.

Internet Orders (USA only)
Nursery open by appointment only.
Orders shipped October through March

Sorry!
At this time | do not print a catalog.

Chlorophyll in His Veins
J. C. Raulston, Horticultural Ambassador

A biography by Bobby J. Ward
Foreword by Roy Lancaster

Available now at www.bobbyjward.com

WRIGHTMAN ALPINES"NURSERY

Grower and Supplier of Alpmes Plants ¢
Real Tufa Troughs and more.. '

Mail Order
Color Cover Catalog: $5

Order On-line at S .
WWW. anhtmanA[pmes com

RR#3, Kerwood, ON Canada NOM 2B0  Phone: (51 9) 247-3751
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RARE AND UNUSUAL ROCK GARDEN PLANTS

SINCE 1963

* ALPINE & ROCK
GARDEN PLANTS

+ DWARF CONIFERS

 SISKIYOU NATIVES

* MEDITERRANEAN &
DRYLAND PLANTS

DOWNLOAD OUR CATALOG
AND CHECK AVAILABLILITY
ON OUR WEBSITE

SISKIYOURAREPLANTNURSERY.COM

SISKIYOU

RARE PLANT NURSERY

2115 TALENT AVENUE
TALENT, OR 97540
(541) 535-7103
FAX (541) 535-2113

The Saxifrage Society

Benefits include an annual magazine, meetings,
newsletters and a seed exchange.

Membership: Home and Overseas membership is
£10 or €15 or $20 US (non sterling cheques cannot be
accepted). Details from Mark Childerhouse, The
Gardens, 12 Vicarage Lane, Grasby, Barnetby, North
Lincs, DN38 6AU, UK

(membership@saxifraga.org)

www.saxifraga.org
= ©
. . - m '//‘\.}
Pacific Horticulture | (| g S
ansen Nursery £¢a
a magazine about
plants and gardens of the west Species Cyclamen
illustrated color quarterly Northwest Bulbs
Rock Garden Bulbs
annually, in US currency: US $25 .
Canada & Mexico $29; overseas $31 Catalog $1.00
) ‘fvrile to: P.0. Box 1228, North Bend, OR 97459
Circulation Department robin@hansennursery.com
PO Box 680, Berkeley, CA 94701 Tel.: 541-759-3539

Join the Pacific Bulb Society!
€ PBS email forum: Timely advice from experts—worldwide
€ PBS wiki: See thousands of photos of rare and unusual bulbs
@ Newsletter: PBS insider activities and color bulb articles
€ SX/BX: The very best seed and bulb exchange in the U.S.
€ Membership Directory: Published and distributed annually

ALL THIS for only $20/year U.S., or $25 for international members!
JOIN online and pay via PayPal; www.PacificBulbSociety.org

Or contact: Patricia Colville, PBS Membership, 1555 Washburn Rd., Pasadena, CA 91105
Email: patrylis@aol.com
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Wild Ginger Farm

Retail Nursery and Online Mail Order Sales
Growers of Quality Alpine, Rock Garden,
Dryland & Woodland Plants

Informational Website and Online Catalog  Truls Jensen & Emma Elliott
at WildGingerFarm.com 24000 S Schuebel School Rd
503-632-2338 Beavercreek, OR 97004

[0 Sunscapes SEEDHUNT
8 ® e L) Seed of California and uncommon
annuals, perennials, restios, salvias.

Unusual Plants for Rockeries & Dryland

Gardens, Hardy Africans, Native Perennials with seeds for collectors from

THE PLANTSMAN'S POCKET

Descriptive Catalog $2.00 fern spores, bulbs, perishable seeds
Bill Adams 719 546-0047 tel/fax Descriptive list $1.00
330 Carlile Ave. WWW.SUNScapes.net P.O. Box 96, Freedom, CA 95019
Pueblo, CO 81004  sunscapes@comcast.net www.seedhunt.com

SCOTTISH ROCK GARDEN CLUB

offers you “THE ROCK GARDEN" - our twice yearly
Jjournal. An ANNUAL SEED LIST with over 4500
different choices and a twice yearly BOOKLIST.

SUBSCRIPTION Details from:-
FAMILY £18/$30 SRGC Membership Secrelary,
SINGLE £15/%$25 P.0.Box 14063,
www.srgc.org.uk  JUNIOR (under 18yrs.) £6/$10 Edinburgh EH10 4YE.

ALPLAINS 2010 SEED CATALOG |P.O. Box 489, Kiowa, CO 80117-0489, U.S.A.

One of the most informative catalogs available today on rare and uncommon native flora,
especially of the North American West. Germination and cultivational tips on hundreds of
choice alpine, rock garden and xeric spp. Request your free copy today by FAX to (303)
621-2864 or visit our website www.alplains.com. Our email address is alandean7@msn.com.

Offerings include: Agastache, Agave, Aloinopsis, Aquilegia, Astragalus, Cactaceae, Calochortus,
Campanula, Dasynotus, Delphinium, Douglasia, Draba, Erigeron, Eriogonum, Eritrichium, Fritillaria,
Gentiana, Gilia, Hymenoxys, Kelseya uniflora, Lewisia, Lilium, Mertensia, Mimulus, Oxytropis,
Penstemon (over 130 spp.), Phlox, Physaria, Polemonium, Primula, Salvia, Scutellaria, Silene,
Shoshonea pulvinata, Talinum, Townsendia, Trifolium, Yucca, Zauschneria, Zinnia and many more!
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z@ v Want to Learn About Lilies?

. Join the North American Lily Society! Membership
/ includes four full color Quarterly Bulletins and a color
Yearbook loaded with information about lilies.

Dues are just $20 per year for us members.
For more information and to join visit: www.lilies.org

NALS Executive Secretary, PO Box W, Bonners Ferry, ID 83805
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MT. TAHOMA NURSERY

28111 112th Ave. E., Graham, WA 98338

Alpines for the Enthusiast
Rick Lupp [253] 847-9827 rlupp@aol.com
Alpines, Trough Plants, Dwarf Shrubs & Woodland Plants
Classic Alpines as well as the Newest Introductions
Choice androsaces, dwarf campanula, gentiana, pentstemon, primula, saxifraga
Daphne, dwarf rhododendron and much, much more!

Visit us at www.backyardgardener.com/mttahoma

)

STAUDENSAMEN - PERENNIAL SEEDS - GRAINES DE PLANTES VIVACES
Production - Breeding - Seed Technology
USA Office: 125 Chenoweth Ln. « Suite 301 - Louisville, KY 40207

Phone: (502) 895-08 07 - Fax (502) 895-39 34 - www.jelitto.com - maryv@jelitto.com

German Headquarters: Jelitto Staudensamen GmbH - F.O. Box 1264 - D-29685 Schwarmstedt
Phone ++49 5071/98 29-0 - Fax ++49 50 71/9829-27 - www.jelitto.com - e-mail: info@jelitto.com
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N-A-R-G-S

~— BOOK SERVICE

SPECIAL OFFER

The Caucasus and Its Flowers, Holubec and Krivka. A comprehensive and lavishly
illustrated presentation of the spectacular flora in one of the world’s biodiversity hot
spots. Concise historical, geographical, ethnological, ecological and climatological

introduction. 390 pp., $30 US, $40 outside US, includes shipping.

RECENT TITLES

Chlorophyll in His Veins, Bobby J. Ward. An intimare biography celebrating
the life and accomplishments of J. C. Raulston. Reviewed in spring 2010.
Paperback, 352 pp., black & white photos.

Armitage’s Vines and Climbers: A Gardener’s Guide to the Best Vertical Plants,
Allan M. Armitage. Profiles of 115 woody, herbaceous, annual and perennial

plants include general description, hardiness, plant family, propagarion,
growth habit, and name origins. Timber Press. 212 pp., 239 color photos,

CLASSIC FAVORITES

Alpine Plants of North America, Nicholls.

Bulbs of North America, NARGS, ed. McGary.

Creating and Planting Alpine Gardens, Murfict.

Creating and Planting Garden Troughs, Fingerut & Mutfitt.
Cuttings from a Rock Garden, H. L. Foster.

Lewisias, Davidson.

Saxifrages, McGregor.

Rock Garden Design and Construction, NARGS, ed. McGary.
Rock Garden Plants: A Color Emydopedia, Mineo.

The Rock Garden Primer, Grey-Wilson.

Handbook on Troughs, NARGS.

A Rock Garden Handbook for Beginners, NARGS.

NARGS Book Service
4411 New Holland Road Mohnton PA 19540 USA
610 775 9084, voice or fax nargs@voicenet.com

$19.00

$24.00

$40.00
$15.00
$17.00
$18.00
$ 9.00
$20.00
$40.00
$23.00
$48.00
$24.00

$5.00

$5.00

ORDERING: Please print name and address clearly with postal code and coun-
try ofm’igin. Orders must be prepaid via VISA, MasterCard, AMEX (please

include signature, full account number, date of expiration)

or check or money order in US DOLLARS by check on a US bank
or international money orders drawn on a US bank or US Postal Service.

Please make checks payable to NARGS Book Service.
Add postage and handling as follows:

US Orders first book $4.00 each additional book $2.00
Outside US first book $8.00 each additional book $4.00
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North American
Rock Garden Society

Donation Form

Your financial support for NARGS programs is important and appreciated. We are a
501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, and donations to NARGS are fully tax deductible ro
the extent allowed by law. The purpose of the society is to encourage and promote the
cultivation, conservation, and knowledge of rock garden plants, their value, habits, and
geographical distribution.

Please consider giving to any of the following:

NARGS Rock Garden Quarterly $
(more color photos, more pages, digitizing past issues)
Web Site $

(instructional videos, standalone membership darabase)

Seed Exchange

Speakers Tour

In Memoriam or In Honor (circle one) $
(in whose name: )

Norman Singer Endowment Fund $

(supporting projects for research, plant exploration and
other extensions of NARGS’ mission)

Geoffrey Charlesworth Rock Garden Quarterly $
Writing Prize

General Fund $

TOTAL $

Print clearly

Your name

Address

City Stare/Province Zip

Charge card number - - =

Expirarion dare Security code (on reverse of card)

Your signature

E-mail address

Okay to be listed as a donor on the NARGS web site and in the RGQ? [lyes [no

Make checks (in U.S. funds) payable ro NARGS

Mail form to:
Bobby Ward, NARGS Executive Secretary
P.O. Box 18604, Raleign, NC 27619-8604, USA
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CHAPTER CHAIRPERSONS

Adirondack
Alaska
Allegheny
Berkshire
Calgary

Columbia-Willamertte

Connecticut
Delaware Valley
Emerald

Fells

Gareway
Genesee Valley
Greart Lakes
Hudson Valley
Long Island
Manharttan
Mason-Dixon
Minnesota
New England
Newfoundland
Northwestern
Nova Scotia
Ohio Valley
Ontario
Ortrawa
Painted Hills
Piedmont
Potomac Valley
Quebec

Rocky Mountain
Shasta

Sierra

Siskiyou

Sourthern Appalachian

Wasatch
Watnong
Western

Wisconsin-Illinois

QUARTERLY STAFF

Editor

Advertising
Editorial Advisors
Guest Artist
Proofreaders

Billie Jean Isbell, bjil@cornell.edu

Jaime Rodriguez, jrtinker@mraonline.net

Patricia McGuire, cmpmam@juno.com, 412-366-8364
Clifford Desch, Conway MA, cedesch@comcast.net
Cathy Kurio, cakurio@shaw.ca

Jane McGary, Estacada, OR, janemcgary@earthlink.net
Virginia Gingras, ginnygingras@netzero.net

Berry Mackey, bbmackey@prodigy.net

Tanya Harvey, Lowell, OR, wild.iris@att.net

Thelma Hewitt, New London, NH, nargs@rthefells.org
Ruth Hartsell, ruthhartsell@aol.com

Betsy Knapp, eeknapp@rochester.rr.com

John Serowicz, skeptic@twmi.rr.com

Don Dembowski, dondembowski@opronline.ner
Donald Ohl, dohohl@yahoo.com

Michael A. Riley, ManhattanNARGS@verizon.net
Richard Arnold, r.arnold4@verizon.net

Meredith Schurr, meredithis@comcast.net

Rosemary Monahan, rosemonahan@comcast.ner

Todd Boland, rodd.boland@warp.nfld.net

Dave Brastow, roadlily@olywa.net, 360-357-9058

John Proctor, Dartmouth, NS, onewilderness@gmail.com
Alan Grainger, thealpinegarden@mac.com

Virginia Hildebrandt, vhildebrandt@sentex.ca

Judy Wall, jpwall@ripnet.com

Gail Kachryn, John Day, OR, gailkathryn@hotmail.com
David White, dmwhite_nc@yahoo.com

Betty Anne Spar, bettyannespar@aol.com

Robert LeClere, duckfrm@rotal.net

Panayoti Kelaidis, Denver, panayotik@yahoo.com

Clara Church, collinus@sisqrel.net

Val Myrick, vkmyrick@pacbell.net

Baldassare Mineo, Medford, OR, italio@hotmail.com
Lew Applebaum, Fletcher, NC, blapplebaum@bellsouth.net
David Joyner, d.e.joyner@m.cc.utah.edu

Judy Glattstein, Frenchtown, NJ, jgglatt@gmail.com
Ted Kipping, tkippingsprint@earthlink.net

Ed Glover, Mt. Horeb, W1, glover@oncology.wisc.edu

Malcolm McGregor, 16 Mill Sc., Hutron, Driffield, East
Yorkshire YO25 9PU, U.K. / mmcg@mmcg karoo.co.uk

Please conract the editor

L. Thomas, M. Moshier, A. Spiegel, T. Cole, D. Joyner
Sue Allen

Joyce Fingerut, Diane Whitehead
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OFFICERS

President Grazyna Grauer grazynalg@sbeglobal.net
5640 Windwood Dr., Dublin, OH 43017

Vice President Maria Galletti mg.galletti@gmail.com
1182 Parmenter Rd., Sutton, QC JOE 2K0

Recording Secretary Barbara Werzel
20 Braeburn Lane, Barringron Hills, IL 60010

Treasurer Randy Tatroe

17156 E. Berry P, Centennial, CO 80015
Immediate Past President  Dick Bartlett, Lakewood, CO

DIRECTORS OF THE BOARD

2007-2010 Todd Boland, St. John'’s, NF
Florene Carney, Wasilla, AK
Don Dembowski, Pelham, NY
2008-2011 Dianne Huling, East Greenwich, RI
Tony Reznicek, Ann Arbor, MI
Alice Nicolson, Arlington, VA
2009-2012 Marguerite Bennetr, Seattle, WA
Lee Curtis, Lakewood, CO
Ray Deursch, Redwood City, CA

MANAGERS

Executive Secretary Bobby J. Ward (919) 781-3291
PO Box 18604, Raleigh, NC 27619-8604
:‘Iargs@nc.:’r.ct}m

Book Service Janet Slater (610) 775-9084
4411 New Holland Rd., Mohnton, PA 19540

Library Janet Evans, ¢/o Pennsylvania Horricultural Society

100 N. 20ch St., 5th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103-1495

NARGS WEBSITE

WWW.NArgs.org

ROCK GARDEN QUARTERLY (ISSN 1081-0765: USPS no. 0072-960) is published in January, April, July, and
October by the North American Rock Garden Society, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization incorporated under
the laws of the State of New Jersey. Submussion deadlines are the first of Feb., May, Aug., or Nov. Periodical postage
is paid in Raleigh, North Carolina, and addinional offices. Address edirorial and advernsing inquiries to the Ediror,
Malcolm McGregor, 16 Mill St., Hurton, Driffield, East Yorkshire YO25 9PU, UK. / mmeg@mmcg karoo.co.uk.
Address circulation inquiries to the Executive Secretary, nargs@nc.rr.com. Postmaster: Send address changes,
report lost or damaged issues to: Rock Garden Quarterly, PO Box 18604, Raleigh, NC 27619-8604.

You are invited to join the Norrth American Rock Garden Sociery. Membership includes a subscription to Rock
Garden Quarterly and participation in the seed exchange, as well as other benefits. Annual dues: US $30 for mem-
bers in USA and Canada, US $35 for all other countries. Payment by check on a US bank, International Money
Order in US funds, or credit card (Visa, Mastercard). Life membership: US $600, $540 for members over 60 years
old. Membership inquiries, dues, and inquiries regarding missing or damaged issues should be sent ro Executive
Secretary, NARGS, PO Box 18604, Raleigh, NC 27619-8604.
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