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Astilbes For Summer Bloom 
Mrs. Ralph Cannon 
Chicago, Illinois 
Photographs by H. Lincoln Foster 

If you admire plants for their individual 
characteristics you will grow astilbes in 
your garden. They are beautiful as 
foliage plants and their flowers are 
among the loveliest. They blossom from 
June through August, filling the land
scape with feathery spires of bloom for 
many weeks in summer. They are beau
tiful in colonies, as companions to other 
plants, or as solitary exclamation points, 
and they associate and blend well with 
other plants in the open, somewhat 
shaded garden or in a woodland setting. 

When using a single plant both its pos
ition and background should be carefully 
chosen as should its companions. A sing
leton should be seen from all sides so 
that its foliage, growth pattern and in

florescence can be appreciated. One iso
lated astilbe will give particularly reward
ing results if it is planted against a back
ground of contrasting color among 
neighbors with bold leafage as a foil for 
its ferny, much dissected leaves. A single 
plant thus treated can be so attractive 
that usually more than one will eventu
ally be scattered through the garden. 

On the other hand, astilbes in large 
groups will give a different effect, particu
larly when foaming with their feathery 
plumes of many small flowers. 

If you decide to grow astilbes, choose 
a place in light shade, with soil rich in 
humus and leaf mold and ample mois
ture, but good drainage. You will find 
they are reasonably happy in full sun (if 
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kept moist), or dappled shade, but do 
not do their best in dense shade. Mois
ture and semi-shade are the keynotes for 
success. When planting the larger stan
dard clones and species in colonies allow 
about eighteen inches of space for each 
plant so they may achieve their full de
velopment. Drifts of the miniature clones 
need far less space per plant: eight to 
twelve inches apart should be sufficient. 

Astilbes need very little care unless 
they become exceedingly dry in which 
case they may become subject to attacks 
from red spider mites. Such attacks may 
be controlled by a brief, forceful spray of 
cold water every week or so, but it is 
easier to prevent red spider than to cure 
it. 

As astilbes are heavy feeders, they 
should be given an annual spring dres
sing of compost, well rotted manure, or 
good garden fertilizer, though they per
form satisfactorily with only a natural 
mulch of fallen leaves. As their root sys
tems are very shallow, a mulch will pre
vent heaving in winter and excessive 
drying in summer. Planting them near a 
large stone will often ensure that the 
roots have enough moisture in dry wea
ther. 

Though astilbes can be grown from 
spring sown seed and do, indeed, self 
sow in suitable locations, they are, 
perhaps, most satisfactorily propagated 
by division of the roots as they hybridize 
freely in gardens and plants grown from 
seed are unlikely to come true. The 
beautiful named cultivars must, of 
course, be propagated vegetatively if 
they are to be true to name. Indeed, 
since astilbes make quite heavy and tight 
fibrous root clumps, they are benefited 
by division every three to four years to 
keep the plants vigorous and floriferous. 
Division is not difficult if a strong, sharp 
knife is used. It is best done in early 
spring in cold regions and in either spring 
or fall in warmer areas. However, with 

their fibrous root systems it is possible to 
move plants at any time, even while in 
flower, provided they are well watered 
after replanting. 

Astilbes are herbaceous perennials 
belonging to the Saxifrage Family. They 
are upright, bushy plants of mostly 
medium to tall heights. They almost al
ways have two-to-three-alternately-
compound, dark green, fern-like leaves 
having toothed or cut leaflets and pani
cles of showy flowers in shades of white, 
pink, lilac-red or crimson. Each small 
flower has two to three pistils and eight to 
ten stamens. The majority of astilbes are 
too large for the average rock garden, 
but are ideal for woodlands or sited close 
to water. There are, however, a few 
species and clones delicate and small 
enough to feature in the lightly shaded 
rock garden. 

There are many species, mostly from 
Eastern Asia, but, because of the prop
ensity of astilbes to hybridize and be
cause of the many years of purposeful 
hybridization and selection, true species 
are almost impossible to obtain and 
plants listed in most catalogs are of hyb
rid origin of confused or unknown 
parentage. These hybrid clones, though 
frequently incorrectly named, are, how
ever, extremely beautiful. Let us, how
ever, list and describe briefly the species, 
difficult as most are to obtain. 

Among the taller species best suited to 
the large shaded or waterside garden are 
A. riuularis, blooming in July, with spiky, 
but large panicles of flowers that range 
from yellowish white to reddish on four 
foot stems; A. davidii, a robust plant from 
China, whose rose-purple flowers in 
tight clusters on slender upright bran-
chlets form a narrow panicle up to two 
feet long on stems reaching six feet or 
more; A grandis with creamy white 
panicles of three feet on stems up to six 
feet. 

Of the medium high astilbes, A. 
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japonica is, perhaps, the best known. It 
has been used extensively in hybridizing 
and is one of the parents of the many As-
tilbe x rosea crosses sometimes listed as 
Astilbe x hybrida. The true species has 
pure white flowers in rather loose pani
cles on stems from one to two feet tall 
and blooms very early in the spring. An 
attractive form or hybrid named A. j. 
uariegata has yellow variegated leaves, 
while another, A. j. joins purpureis has 
purple leaves and stems. 

Astilbe astilboides, another Japanese 
species, sometimes incorrectly listed as 
Spirea astilboides or Aruncus astil
boides, grows to three feet and has 
dense, heavy clusters of flowers. Astilbe 
thunbergii, also from Japan, is about 
eighteen inches tall with thick pyramidal 
clusters of blossom. A superior miniature 
clone, supposedly a form of A. thunber
gii, available from a few Western mail 
order nurseries, is A. thunbergii 
'Fujisanensis . It is a delightful little plant 
about ten inches tall and well worth seek
ing out for the lightly shaded rock gar
den. 

Astilbe bitemata and the dubiously 
distinct A. crenatiloba are the only 
species of this genus to be found outside 
of Asia. These North American natives 
grow from Virginia south to Georgia and 
west to Tennesee. They are coarse 
plants (known colloquially as False 
Goats-beard) with rather thin panicles of 
yellowish white flowers held atop stems 
from two to three feet tall. Though this is 
one of the few true species readily availa
ble (from Eastern American wildflower 
nurseries), they are hardly worth grow
ing, unless a particularly good form with 
larger, heavier panicles of blossom can 
be obtained. 

Astilbe koreana has very ferny foliage. 
Its flowers are rose-pink in bud turning to 
creamy white as they open and are pro
duced in loose panicles on arching stems 
about two feet high. This is one of the 

Astilbe thunbergii 'Fijisanensis' 

few astilbes with arching rather than 
stiffly upright flowering stems, a charac
teristic it frequently passes on to its hyb
rid offspring. 

Astilbe rubra, from India, is also two 
feet tall and has dense panicles of rose 
flowers. Astilbe taquetii is a rigid, robust 
plant from two to three feet tall with 
bright reddish lilac flowers in a narrow 
spike twelve to fifteen inches long. A 
plant sometimes known in the trade as A. 
'Taquetii', supposedly a cross between a 
dwarf form of A. dauidii and A. 
simplicijolia, is also known as the 'Star 
Astilbe' because of its white star-like 
flowers in panicles twelve inches tall. 

Astilbe chinensis, growing from eigh
teen inches to three feet tall, has some
what fluffier, much shorter panicles of 
blossom than A. taquetii. These are 
white flushed with rose or purple. It has a 
dwarf form, quite frequently seen in 
moist or shaded rock gardens, A. c. 
pumilla, which makes fairly large but flat
tened mats of much dissected leaves 

107 



above which rise rather short, stiff flower 
spikes on six to twelve inch stems. These 
blossoms are the most extraordinary 
fluorescent color, which can only be de
scribed as rosy pink frosted with bluish 
lavender. This variety usually does not 
open until mid-August or even later. A 
fairly rapid spreader, A. c. pumilla is one 
of the few true species readily available, 
perhaps because it blooms after most of 
the other astilbes have finished flowering 
and they are therefore less likely to cross 
with others in the garden. It will, indeed, 
self sow true to form in suitable locations. 

Astilbe simplicifolia, possibly the smal
lest species in the genus, can also occa
sionally be obtained true to name. It, too, 
is a late bloomer. Its leaves are as glossy 
as well polished leather and are deeply 
lobed and toothed, but not divided to the 

midrib. Its sprays of small white to pale 
pink flowers are on stems from six to 
twelve inches long. These are not as 
dense and showy as in the panicles of 
some species, but this small astilbe is 
worth growing for its muffin of shining 
leaves. Hybrids and forms of this delight
ful little plant are much to be sought. 
Many have very lacy foliage and feathery 
plumes of blossom. Astilbe simplicifolia 
alba has pure white flowers, while those 
of A. s. rosea are a rich pink. A possible 
hybrid of Astilbe simplicifolia is 'William 
Buchanan' of Scotch origin, with creamy 
white flowers on nine inch stems over a 
neat compact bushlet of crimson tinted, 
much dissected leaves. 'Sprite' is 
another charming hybrid with beautiful 
foliage and white flowers barely tinted 
with pink. 

108 



Astilbe simplicifolia x glaberrima 

Another delightful little astilbe, usually 
listed as Astilbe glaberrima or A. g. 
'Saxatilis' or A. g. 'Saxosa', should, ac
cording to Will Ingwersen, more prop
erly be named Astilbe japonica terrestris. 
By whatever name and parentage, it is a 
perfect miniature from Japan, an elegant 
little plant with very cut, stiff foliage of an 
almost metallic sheen, frequently 
bronzed, and carries neat six inch sprays 
of pale pink or creamy flowers on three 
to six inch stems. It is, in addition, one of 
the parents of a number of very attrac
tive; small hybrid clones. 

Astilbe crispa should more correctly 
be listed as Astilbe x crispa as this group 
of plants are all of hybrid origin. They all 
have restricted, much cut, stiff foliage 
and (usually) short, stocky spikes of flow
ers on six to eight inch stems in late sum
mer. 'Gnome', 'Kobold', 'Peter Pan', 
'Perkeo', and 'Plumet', with flowers 
ranging in color from white to deep pink, 
are among the names clones. 

In the late 19th and early 20th Cen
turies two growers, LeMoine in France 

and Arends in Ronsdorf, Germany did 
extensive hybridizing of astilbes, giving 
rise to the A. x lemoinei and A. x arendsii 
hybrids. Since then many further crosses 
have been made (particularly in Holland 
and Germany) so that the list of named 
clones is now quite extensive. Only a few 
of these tall to medium high cultivars are 
listed here. Giving bloom from early 
spring to mid-August are whites: 
'Deutschland', 'Snowcloud', 'Glad 
stone', and 'Bridal Veil'; among the 
pinks: 'Queen Alexandra', deep pink; 
'Gloria Superba', rose pink; 'Peach 
Blossom', pale peach pink; 'June', deep 
rose; and 'Atro-Rosea', rose-madder 
flowers on red stems. Some of the reds 
and crimsons are 'William Reeves' with 
dark crimson flowers and bronzed 
foliage; 'Feuer', deep crimson; 'Fanal', 
deep garnet with red bronze foliage; 
'Red Sentinal', rich red flowers that glis
ten as if sprinkled with frost crystals; 'Bre
men', dark crimson flowers on short 
stems; 'Etna', bright crimson red; and 
'Koblenz' with glowing light red blos
soms. 

Though the delightful and easily 
grown astilbes are mostly available only 
as hybrids and are frequently rather 

Astilbe x crispa 'Gnome' 
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muddled as to nomenclature, they are all 
valuable additions to any garden with a 
modicum of shade or moisture, and 
when particularly attractive clones are 
found these should be treasured, divided 
and shared with other gardeners. 
Though the medium tall and tall astilbes 

have been much worked on, there is still 
ample opportunity among rock garden 
buffs to do some pollen dabbling among 
the smaller astilbes and perhaps increase 
the supply of these irresistible and re
warding plants, which bring mid and late 
summer bloom to the rock garden. § 

Aruncus aethusifolius (Lev.) Nakai: How It Got Here 

Dr. Richard W. Lighty 
Newark, Delaware 

Since 1967, a small herbaceous pe
rennial with cream colored flowers and 
elegant, fern-like foliage has been cir
culating among rock gardeners under a 
variety of names. It has been well-ac
cepted, but the doubts as to its identity 
have greatly confused those who grow 
and distribute it. 

I first saw the plant in July of 1966 
when Dr. Edward Corbett and I were 
exploring South Korea for ornamental 
plants under the sponsorship of 
Longwood Gardens and the U.S. De
partment of Agriculture. We were on our 
first trip into the countryside, to the large 
island called Cheju-do, off the southern 
tip of the Korean peninsula. Cheju-do is 
a volcanic island dominated by the beau
tiful Mount Halla, a broad and serene-
looking peak rising over a mile from the 
almost sub-tropical shores. The serenity 
belies the rugged character of the last few 
hundred meters below the rocky rim of 
the now-dead chaldera. It was during 
our steep ascent of that rim that we dis-

Dr. Lighty is in charge of the Longwood 
Program in Ornamental Horticulture at 
the University; of Delaware. 

covered and photographed Aruncus 
aethusifolius in full bloom. It was grow
ing with other coarse herbs and 
Aquilegia oxysepala at about 1800 me
ters in a site where one could stand erect 
only with difficulty. We did not collect it 
at the time, partially because we ex
pected to be back when it might be in 
ripe fruit and partially because we were 
primarily interested in woody plants. 
Every live plant that added to our load 
would hinder our collection of plants 
more likely to be of commercial impor
tance in the United States. 

Fortunately we did come back in au
tumn, and there amidst the flaming 
foliage of Rhododendron muc-
ronulatum, Acer, Betula and others, we 
found the plants as we had left them — 
but in full fruit. 

Back in the United States, I picked up 
three small plants the next spring and 
planted them in three sites at our home. 
They all grew and thrived. A year later I 
divided them and made larger plantings 
in several locations. Again — they all 
grew. Clearly we had a tough plant on 
our hands. When I get such a plant, my 
first thought is "would it make a good 
low-maintenance groundcover?" So at 
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the earliest opportunity I planted a 
square yard in clay soil in the sun and 
another square yard in a more loamy soil 
in the shade. The sun planting did mag-
nificantly. It was an excellent 
groundcover. That planting is still thriv
ing. I've divided several of those plants; 
others I haven't touched in twelve years, 
and still no decline. 

The area looks like a coarse moss or a 
fine fern. The dark green foliage tops out 
in the sun at about ten inches and the 
creamy-white flowers are borne eight to 
ten inches above that. The inflorescence 
is like a miniature goats beard {Aruncus 
Sylvester). Incidentally, the planting in 
the shade has persisted, but performs 
less vigorously than that in the sun. What 
a bonus: a good deciduous sun ground-

cover. I 'm presently using it in larger 
areas and detect real potential for com
mercial use because of its reliability. Its 
season of interest extends into winter 
when the red-brown seed heads thrust 
through the snow to provide memories 
of the past summer and promises of the 
coming spring. 

I am indebted to Dr. William J. Dress 
of the L. H. Bailey Hortorium at Cornell 
University for clarifying the nomencla
ture and confirming that this plant is defi
nitely not an Astilbe. There are some 
who are distributing or selling this plant 
as a member of that genus. 

Incidentally, Dr. Dress tells me that the 
Bailey Hortorium had one specimen, 
collected in Korea in 1938. § 

Astilbe microphylla 
Dr. Lighty's article about Aruncus aethusifolius and the letter to him 

from Dr. Dress still leave in question the validity of the species Astilbe 
microphylla (despite its mention in Ohwi's Flora Japonica) and 
whether it is in cultivation in the United States. It is under the 
pseudonym Astilbe microphylla that Aruncus aethusifolius is listed by 
several English and American growers. According to Dr. William 
Dress's letter "Astilbe leaves are stipulate and the fruit are generally 
bicarpellate, the two carpels joined at the base to form a capsule. In the 
Aruncus the leaves are without stipules and the fruits consist of gener
ally three separate carpels. Astilbe belongs to the Saxifragaceae, Arun
cus to the Rosaceae." 

Could any of our readers who really know give us information on 
the true Astilbe microphylla? Is it a valid species and, if so. what does it 
look like, where does it grow in the wild and is it in cultivation? 
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A Garden For Urchins 
Frederick McGourty 
Norfolk, Connecticut 

When a neighbor's little girl lost her St. 
Bernard in one of our borders some dis
tance from the kitchen, we knew some
thing had to be done. Gardens, like 
closets, have a way of attracting clutter, 
and ours is no exception. Each year my 
wife and I resolve to cut down on the 
number and variety of plants we grow, 
but by February the laudable aim is on 
the wane as the seed packets begin to 
appear in the mail. 

The trouble is, there are a great 
number of very fine plants in this world, 
but garden space is limited, and our own 
time usually more so. We may very well 
have on hand all of the ingredients for a 
pleasing garden, but the plants don't al
ways come together for their best display 
or for the unity of the garden. In the pro
cess of crowding, which a friend calls sar
dine-tin horticulture, some excellent 
plants get buried, often literally, and we 
never learn the meritorious (or, confess 
it, occasionally rotten) traits of every
thing we grow. Possession of a plant 
does not necessarily imply knowledge of 
it. Even quite good gardens tend to have 
their share of wasted plants, the latter 
being overshadowed by some attractive 
natural or landscape feature or a few 
striking plant combinations. 

A couple of years ago when it became 

Frederick McGourty is editor of the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden Handbooks. 

clear that our garden was developing a 
mind of its own, and a rather balky one at 
that, I decided to take corrective meas
ures. A quick look around the border
lands disclosed a number of plants that 
had no business being in our garden. 
Many were aggressors, and none had 
heard of the Helsinki Accords. To the as
tonishment of wife and anguished cries 
from plant-collector friends, I carted 
truckloads of greedy gaillardias, invasive 
inulas and lustful lysimachias to the vil
lage dump, fearing that if I consigned 
them to the compost heap, they would 
by hook, crook, or root work their way 
back to the garden. To all my acquain
tances I bellowed, "The only good 
galium is a dead galium!" Quietly, they 
said to each other, "Save the scutellaria. 
He'll come to his senses soon." 

The Softening Process 
The clean-up continued, and upon 

peeling off several layers of garden I 
began to find an occasional, rather at
tractive little runt, albeit scrawny and 
malnourished, lurking in the under
brush. One couldn't very well leave it 
there, for the forest would no doubt re
turn someday when I wasn't looking. 
And as 'enry 'iggins, looking at Eliza 
Doolittle for the first time, might have 
said, "This young damsel has poten
tialities!" So began my garden for ur
chins. 

But how to evaluate them, how to 
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bring out their best qualities? Plantings in 
the ground often become more perma
nent than the gardener intends, and it 
didn't seem time yet to cast the urchins in 
stone; they hadn't even been de-thrip-
ped. To be sure, plants in containers re
ceive much more attention, especially if 
they are on steps near a frequently used 
entrance such as a back door, since they 
constantly provide a sense of guilt if they 
are not tended. No person passing by a 
gasping astilbe ten times a day can avoid 
the temptation to water. Faucets are also 
nearby, which is not always the case in 
the borderlands. 

The trouble is, the traditional clay and 
newer black plastic Zarn type of pots are 
not particularly attractive. Although 
some of my earliest memories are of a 
large greenhouse that my mother had, I 
for some reason never developed a sen
timental regard for gatherings of pots of 
individual plants. They have struck me 
as being rather dull and without design, if 
utilitarian, and when I eventually started 
my own garden I avoided them in the 
way that rock gardeners shy from catal-
pas. They were simply not for me, nor 
are they now. 

There is in fact a wonderful range of 
containers on the market, and I de
veloped an interest in those with a wide 
diameter, so that several plants might be 
inserted and provide some sort of group 
display but not a miniature garden. We 
are not jardiniere gardeners, and red
wood tubs, at least on the scale to which I 
am accustomed to garden, are beyond 
our means. As a pragmatist, with a bot
tom to my pocket, I have not been above 
begging an occasional bushel basket 
from the greengrocer or combing the 
housewares division of a discount store 
for dull brown plastic dish tubs with ad
mirable diameter, the bottoms of which 
containers I then perforate with an ice 
pick so they will drain properly. Wife and 
friends utter a plaintive sigh when I come 

home from a raid, and my landscape ar
chitect, if I were to have one, would 
scream in horror. 

Partners 
The growing of plants has always 

struck me as an aesthetic pursuit, one in 
which the aim is to get visually — not to 
mention culturally — compatible part
ners together and see what happens. In 
this regard flower color associations play 
a role, as do the combinations of differ
ent floral shapes. Most important, how
ever, is the contrast of foliage, e.g., light 
and dark, coarse and refined. The 
reason for this, obviously, is that we live 
with the foliage through the entire grow
ing season, whereas flowers last usually 
but two or three Weeks. The interesting 
contrast of certain plant shapes, or 
growth habits, is another consideration. 

With these thoughts in mind, I gradu
ally rounded up my urchins and grouped 
them on the ground by height and 
foliage textures. As a rule, and of course 
depending on plant and container size, I 
put three plants of one species into a 
container with three of another. The soil 
mix, such as it was, was well composted 
sod and sandy leaf mold, to which sev
eral handfuls of peat moss, a dash of 
dolomitic limestone and a tablespoon of 
Osmocote were added per container. 
This slow-release fertilizer, used in mod
est quantities to compensate (and then 
some) for the leaching of nutrients which 
occurs due to frequent waterings, is a 
wonderful development for both plants 
and gardeners, for it provides an even 
flow of nourishment at no expense of 
labor apart from the initial input. 

The little urchins thrived, and I came 
to the conclusion that most, indeed, 
could be good garden plants, but were 
just victims of circumstance, trapped and 
overlooked in a large garden, little fish 
caught among the barracudas, so to 
speak. For visitors, at least, they seemed 
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to hold more interest than petunias, and 
even my wife and old plant-collector 
friends gave an approving, if grudging 
nod. For the smallest plants I used the 
king size of seedling plastic trays (7 in
ches x 16 inches x ZV2 inches), which 
are shallow and inconspicuous, as a 
good container should be. Larger plants 
took pot luck, which as often as not was a 
rather aged wooden tub with fifteen inch 
diameter. Around the time when leaves 
fall from the trees in autumn, I would de
pot plants and put them into the ground 
for winter, then give them a layer of pine 
boughs in early December after the soil 
had frozen. In a few instances we would 
put trays in the cold frame. Losses have 
been quite small. 

Some Sweets, Love 
Here are a few combinations with the 

reclaimed ones: Astilbe x crispa 'Perkeo' 
surrounding Polygonatum humile (P. 
falcatum of rock gardeners). This half 
pint of an astilbe, with attractive but fleet
ing pink flowers in summer, is a season-
long tactile treat because of its lacy but 
surprisingly rigid foliage. Don't let the 
neighborhood kids pet it too often. The 
polygonatum is a nine-inch-tall, stoloni-
ferous solomon's-seal with sculptured 
foliage that reminds one slightly of false-
hellebore {Veratrum). Shade is needed. 

Aruncus aethusifolius with Ajuga 
'Metallica Crispa' in the fore. The little 
Korean goatsbeard looks remarkably 
similar to an astilbe but has even more 
feathery leaves. The floral effectiveness 
is prolonged because the tiny white blos
soms are succeeded by cinnamon-col
ored seed pods that draw the eye re
peatedly. The ajuga, a non-running 
kind, forms an asymmetrical, congested 
clump of deep green, savoyed leaves 
that develop a purplish tint as summer 
progresses. Flowers are incidental. 
Shade is beneficial. 

Astilbe glaberrima 'Saxosa' (saxatilis 
of American rock gardeners) with Al-
chemilla eiythropoda. The former, one 
of the smallest astilbes, has quite trans
ient light pink flowers in summer, the 
customary handsome foliage of the 
dwarf sorts, and a none-too-robust con
stitution. ('Williamn Buchanan', with 
white flowers, is a better grower and has 
foliage as refined.) The latter, a diminu
tive lady's mantle with leaves only an 
inch and a half or two inches wide, forms 
a tidy light green clump. Its greenish-yel
low flowers in late spring are of little ac
count but to the plant. This alchemilla is 
used effectively in the crevices of a 
flagstone walk at Sissinghurst. Partial 
shade is desirable for the combination. 

Disporum sessile 'Variegatum', sur
rounded in a planting tub by Asarum 
europaeum. The first, a plant derived 
from a Japanese woodlander, can grow 
eighteen inches tall and form an impres
sive little colony, as it does in a shaded 
section of the rock garden at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden. However, in central 
New England the winters provide undue 
stress for this handsomely variegated 
fairy-bells, which is one of the last her
baceous plants to start growth in spring. 
Performance in a container is better than 
in the ground, and the subtle attributes of 
the plant, including flowers which are 
even variegated, followed by long-last
ing blue-black fruit, become evident. 
The beauty of the foliage, clean green-
and-cream spears, is accentuated by the 
leathery, deep green, rounded leaves of 
the European-ginger, which serves as a 
skirt. Shade, of course. 

Potentilla tonguei, with Molinia 
caerulea 'Variegata' in the center of a 
planting tub. The former, a strong-grow
ing trailer with apricot-colored blossoms, 
flowering sporadically through summer, 
seems to come to its best here in morning 
sun and light afternoon shade. The 
molinia, an ornamental grass with re-
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fined white stripes, eventually becomes 
too large for a fifteen-inch container ex
cept as a solo, but it is a very slow grower 
for its first two or three years and is 
adapted to our purpose. I prefer it to vari
egated oat grass {Arrhenatherum elatius 
'Variegatum'), which frequently looks 
worse for wear as summer progresses, 
and to Carex conica 'Variegata', a neat 
diminutive sedge which would consort 
better with Ajuga 'Metallica Crispa' or 
other plants with small blocky foliage. 

Our container combinations are not 
by any means restricted to rock garden 
plants, and luck of the season plays its 
role. For example, in midsummer one 
year I bought from a garden center a dis
counted, left-over tray of purple-leaved 
fennel {Foeniculum vulgare pur-
pureum). This can be a splendid plant, 
with a unique misty texture because of its 
threadlike maroon foliage. In one of our 
borderlands there happened to be a 

small army of seedlings of one of the 
variegated European hawkweeds, prob
ably Hieracium waldsteinii, with light 
gray leaves and brownish-mauve mark
ings. We decided to combine the two in a 
ten-inch container. The fennel is a short
lived but rampageous perennial which 
can do a considerable amount of dam
age to a border if it is not well attended by 
the gardener, but container growth kept 
it restricted to a foot in height, at the 
same time restraining the hawkweed. 
The combination was attractive on our 
back porch until Thanksgiving. Some
times it helps to think of a container as a 
straitjacket. 

Oh yes, the St. Bernard mentioned in 
the first paragraph of this article. We sent 
a scottie into the border with a little cask 
of brandy, and after a few hours he 
ushered out the red-eyed saint, to the 
delight of the little girl and me. § 

Hold It 
Don't throw away that pan of ungerminated seed! Many seeds take 

two or three years to germinate. Natives such as trillium and our 
emblematical dodecatheon are timid beginners. I have frequently had 
campanula germinate the first year and, in untouched seed pans of the 
tiny varieties, more germination occurred the second year. The same 
experience can be had with primulas and saxifrages. Sneaky little 
devils like the cyclamen do their first birthing action in the soil, and you 
don't see leaves until later. 

Androsaces are particularly prone to delayed germination. The 
other day I was looking at a seed pan of A. uandelii planted two years 
previously and admiring a single bloom on a tiny year-old seedling — 
beside which were several brand new seedlings with only their cotyle
dons showing. A rule of mine is to discard ungerminated seed pans 
only after the third year. I guess we must conclude that impatience is 
not a horticultural virtue. 

— Alan Slack. Reprinted 
from the Dodecatheon, newsletter 

of the Delaware Valley Chapter 
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Penstemons and Other Westerners 
In Troughs 
Part III — Other Westerners 

Mark McDonough 
Norwood, Massachusetts 
Drawing by Sukii Saito McDonough 

A trough cannot live by penstemons 
alone or can it? Troughs usually look 
their best if several genera are combined 
to give variety of floral display and 
foliage texture. And what better com
panions for penstemons than some of 
the other Western American plants. I 
have already mentioned in Part I 
Eriogonum caespitosum, but I would like 
to include here at least one other 
member of that genus. 

Eriogonum umbellatum 
Eriogonum umbellatum is a reliable 

performer here in Massachusetts, stand
ing up surprisingly well to cold wet wea
ther. This dwarf spreading shrub with 
leathery leaves is attractive in all seasons. 
Fuzzy, bright yellow pompons on slen
der scapes put on a good show in early 
summer. The dwarf forms of this variable 
complex offered by Siskiyou Rare Plant 
Nursery are all choice, but have never 
stayed with me very long. The small 
eriogonums are among the most desira
ble dwarf shrubs for the trough. 

Erigeron 
The genus Erigeron suffers the same 

neglect as do the penstemons, with only 
a few species represented in cultivation. 
One good species for the trough or rock 

garden is E. poliospermus. At its best this 
is a neat dwarf with rich purple to blue 
flowers on short stems. Pallid, few-rayed 
to almost discoid specimens grow side by 
side with the more choice plants and this 
should serve as a warning to select only 
the best forms of each species. 

I grow a pink flowered form of £. com-
positus, which is one of the nicest plants 
in the trough. Plants moderately seed 
around, which is welcome as older plants 
often turn crispy brown and die in mid
summer. The hairy, dissected leaves 
barely reach half an inch high and are 
evergreen, taking on rich purple tints 
during the winter months. Avoid the ar
rogant invading foot tall white flowered 
weeds that frequently come under this 
name. 

Erigeron bloomeri, the Scabland 
Daisy, is an unusual "buttonhead" type 
that I collected in Washington. Even 
though the rays are absent, the bright 
yellow buttons over concise mounds of 
linear gray foliage are most attractive. 

Erigeron elegantulus has short, nar
row leaves forming miniature armeria-
like tufts about one inch high. Flowers 
are blue or pink. Erigeron clokeyi is na
tive to high elevations in California and is 
larger than the last with a loose tuft of 
long, narrow, grayish leaves and pink, 
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few-rayed flowers on four inch stems. 
Erigeron linearis is another of these 
dwarf grassy tufts with good yellow 
daisies on short stems. It is surprising that 
this is so seldom grown. 

A favorite of mine is E. filifolius, yet 
another mound of filiform, hairy leaves 
with flowers of blue, pink or white. I grow 
a beautiful full petalled white variety 
from Nevada. Plants are short lived and 
best kept going by cuttings or seed. All of 
the erigerons described above are good 
trough plants. 

Draba 
For early spring bloom, it is hard to 

beat the yellow splash of color provided 
by Draba incerta. The flowers are a 
bright butter yellow on short stems over 
loose tufts of small leaves with stellate 
hairs. This is an alpine species native to 
Washington, western Canada and east
ward to Wyoming, which flowers later 
than many other drabas. It occasionally 
self sows. There are many other Western 
American drabas; all make good trough 
plants. 

Phoenicaulis cheiranthoides 
Also of the Mustard Family is the 

showy Phoenicaulis cheiranthoides. 
Said to be perennial, plants usually be
have as biennials in the garden. In the 
first year, flat rosettes of broad foliage, 
having stellate pubescence, appear. The 
second year, the plants elongate into 
many flowering stems, bearing showy 
clusters of rosy purple flowers. Like 
many of its kin, Phoenicaulis cheiran
thoides grows rank after flowering with 
rather unattractive, long and narrow 
seed heads. 

Talinum 
For summer color in an arid trough, it 

is hard to beat the cheerful talinums, a 
genus of succulent perennial herbs of the 
Portulacaceae. Members of this group 

are largely North American, however 
tender greenhouse species occur in Af
rica and Asia. 

Talinum okanoganense is a miniature 
plant from the mountains of British Col
umbia and Washington and in my esti
mation one of the finest plants for the 
rock garden or trough. Short, semi-
woody stems, bedecked with tiny beads 
for leaves, lie flat on the ground. On 
sunny days, very large goblets of silky 
white, each with a sunny tassel of sta
mens, look skyward, virtually stemless 
on the inconspicuous mat of grayish 
green leaves. Whenever I encounter a 
plant in bloom, I am amazed by the rela
tively huge size of the beautiful flowers. 
This is, perhaps, the largest flowered 
species within the genus. In late summer 
the plant goes dormant, leaving a few 
bare stems. In the open rock garden 
Talinum okanoganense is too easily 
overlooked or even lost by accidental 
digging. Planting in a trough is recom
mended; here its small proportions can 
be appreciated. Easily raised from seed 
or by cuttings taken in midsummer be
fore it goes dormant, rooted cuttings will 
often forget about dormancy and grow 
and flower until fall. 

Native to arid rocky soils in 
Washington, T. spinescens is a most dis
tinctive summer bloomer. Small, succu
lent, finger-like foliage springs from a 
compressed woody caudex when warm 
weather arrives in spring. For many 
months magenta blossoms are carried 
on thin, wiry stems up to eight inches tall. 
When plants go dormant in late summer, 
the leaf midribs are persistent, leaving a 
hump of little spines until the fresh 
growth appears next spring. Here in New 
England the dormancy period seems to
tally confused: some plants have several 
complete cycles in one year, with the ap
pearance and shedding of foliage deter
mined by the availablity of moisture 
rather than being dependent on the sea-
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son. This and the last species can grow in 
pure sand, although they seem to flower 
better if given a bit of enrichment. 
Talinum spinescens can be propagated 
by slicing the woody tap root and re
habilitating it in moist sand. 

In the past few years Talinum rugos-
permum has been confused with T. 
spinescens in the seed lists. This plant is 
totally unlike T. spinescens, being a tum
ble of long succulent fingers sprouting 
from a few thickened trunks. All summer 
multitudes of very large magenta flowers 
appear on a tangle of wiry, threadlike 
stems up to a foot high. In autumn the 
plant dies back to a perennial stump. 
This is a showy species from the Central 
States. 

Talinum parviflorum is a small species 
from Texas and Arizona. The succulent 
fingers make loose tufts only a few inches 
tall, surpassed by slender six inch stems, 
which bear small, pink flowers. Of similar 
value are 7T. calycinum, appala-
chianum, mengesii and teretifolium. All 
will grow in the hottest spot in a trough, 
although they seed about too easily. The 
flowers only open for a few hours each 
afternoon and can be missed if the plants 
are not watched carefully. 

Talinum aurantiacum is a desert 
species from Texas and Arizona. The 
fleeting, one inch flowers are coppery 
orange, a color uncommon among 
talinums. There are several other desira
ble dwarfs with good sized flowers found 
at fairly high altitudes in Mexico. 

Calytridium umbellatum 
Another member of the Portulacaceae 

is Calytridium umbellatum var. caudicif-
era, sometimes known as Spraguea um-
bellata or S. multiceps. This is a fascinat
ing plant commonly known as Pus-
sypaws, an allusion to the soft bunches 
of fluffy flowers. The flat rosettes of suc
culent, spathulate leaves are strongly 
dimpled and vary from silvery green to 

dark olive green, with occasional leaves 
colored beet red. Thick flowering stems 
lie absolutely flat on the ground, radiat
ing out from the tiny rosette, and pro
duce at their tips dense clusters of papery 
white to pink flowers. A close inspection 
reveals that each fragrant, four-petaled 
flower is enveloped by two large, round 
sepals. These oversized sepals are persis
tent and are the same color as the flow
ers, eventually aging to deep ruddy pink 
tones. Older plants divide up into col
onies of smaller rosettes and it is at this 
point that the quarter to half inch rosettes 
can be removed and rooted in a sandy 
medium. 

I believe that the plant is rarely grown 
as it is reputed to be an annual. Most col
lected seed, however, is from the variety 
caudicifera, a name for the dwarf, peren
nial, alpine forms. The variety name um
bellatum covers the lower altitude forms, 
which are taller, coarser annuals. In a 
dry, sunny trough, plants of C.u. var. 
caudicifera have lived for four years, 
flowering into winter. Occasional self 
sown seedlings appear. 

Campanula piperi 
One of the loveliest plants with which I 

have had success in a trough is Cam
panula piperi, a Washington endemic. 
The plant has taken several years to 
spread into a patch of small rosettes of 
sharply toothed, shiny green leaves. 
Each short leafy stem bears a few openly 
campanulate, upright bells of a good 
blue, highlighted with scarlet anthers. 
The mat grows between two large rocks 
in a raised sunny position. The only diffi
culty is in providing enough water during 
the hot summer months when some of 
the rosettes are lost to drought, though 
the plant revives when fall rains arrive. 
The deep reaching fleshy, white tap 
roots are not conducive to propagation, 
so seed is the surest method of increase. 
A well drained, but sunny position, is 

118 



best. 

AHium 
Allium gey en is a nice pink flowered 

onion with six inch stems. Bulbs take 
several years to reach flowering size and, 
frankly, there are numerous other Amer
ican onions that are far more attractive. 
Alliums provide good accents in a trough 
and are here safeguarded from mole at
tack. 

Oenothera 
The evening primroses are often very 

dwarf and large flowered, but the foliage 
is rather coarse. Oenothera deltoides 
var. piperi is small enough for the trough, 
although short lived. Flat rosettes of 
softly hairy, toothed, lanceolate leaves 
eventually build up into a large four inch 
high mound. The buds are covered with 
soft hair and open into large, white flow
ers. My plant died shortly after flowering. 

I grew plants from seed labeled Oe. 
brachycarpa, but information on this 
species is scant and contradictory, so I'm 
not sure of its authenticity. Plants are de
finitely perennial with coarsely toothed 
basal foliage and immense three to four 
inch wide, soft yellow flowers, which, 
after sunset, miraculously spring open in 
seconds. 

Astragalus shortianus 
Of particular value and challenge to 

the rock gardener are the many Amer
ican legumes such as Oxytropis and As
tragalus. One that has been successful 
here is A. shortianus, a Rocky Mountain 
species. In a hot dry spot, the plant puts 
out beautiful silvery, pinnate leaves with 
large rounded leaflets. In some years the 
good sized, pink flowers on four inch 
stems appear, but in other years the 
plant refuses to bloom. Many other 
species from this immense family are 
being tried with varied success, but it 

would be premature to report on them 
now. 

Phlox 
The next two genera that I'll discuss 

are carpeting plants of low stature and 
considerable appeal, all eminently suita
ble for the trough. The Western phlox 
are known for their difficulty, particularly 
on the East Coast. Phlox caespitosa is 
one of the most reliable, forming a con
cise mound in many years. Flowering is 
inconsistent, being susceptible to spring 
rain and frosts. In some years conditions 
will be favorable and the tight mounds 
will be sprinkled with good, pure white 
flowers. The degree of acidity in the soil 
is supposed to affect the color of the blos
soms, deepening to dark blue in acid soil. 

Phlox diffusa in its various color forms 
and varieties are ideal for the trough, 
often taking on tortured shrublike 
characteristics in miniature proportions. 
The flowers rarely show in my garden. 

Douglasia 
More dependable for flowering are the 

douglasias, choice members of the 
Primulaceae. Douglasia laeuigata makes 
huddled mats of stocky, pointed leaves 
that are a deep waxy green. Large, rich 
pink flowers with red eyes are abundant 
on three inch stems. Unfortunately, hot 
and humid weather is not to its liking and 
plants can quickly collapse during July 
and August. A rich scree in partial shade 
works best, ensuring greater longevity. 

Douglasia montana is a delicate 
species with finer needles, looking much 
like a compact phlox. The flowers are 
much smaller and are light pink. This is a 
charming plant needing a position simi
lar to the above, although established 
plants may suddenly dry up after flower
ing. 

Douglasia niualis has silvery, needle
like foliage, but thus far has refused to 
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bloom for me. The plants suffer from 
summer heat, but usually recover during 
cooler autumn months. All douglasias 
make superb candidates for the trough 
garden. 

Sisyrinchium elmeri 
A particularly delightful plant suitable 

for the trough is Sisyrinchium elmeri. 
This is a small Californian that is more in

teresting than showy. It has small, fan 
shaped leaf clusters typical of the genus, 
but only about three inches tall. Myriads 
of tiny yellow stars sit atop stems that just 
surpass the foliage, each flower with a 
brown ring in the throat. These open for 
only a few hours in early afternoon on 
sunny days. The seed capsules are the 
real attraction, appearing as bunches of 
small, bronzy red beads. Plants are mar-
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ginally hardy here, but there is no need 
to fret as dense colonies of miniature iris-
fans appear annually from the abundant 
seed. 

Some Grasses 
Of increasing popularity among rock 

gardeners are the grasses. When space 
in the trough is so precious it may seem 
odd to devote an area to growing grass, 
but the smaller types can add a "natural 
alpine turf" effect to an otherwise cont
rived arrangement. Of significant impor
tance is that many plants show a symbio
tic turf association and will benefit from 
growing in close contact with grasses that 
are not overly rampageous. 

A fine plant to use in a trough is Poa 
abbreuiata, a densely tufted grass native 
to the arctic tundra of Alaska and also 
having a scattered circumpolar distribu
tion. In dry soil and full sun, Poa ab
breuiata forms a slowly spreading hum
mock of very narrow leaves little more 
than an inch high. In shaded, moister 
positions growth is laxer and more 
spreading, but the plant never becomes 
a nuisance. This is a choice, safe grass, 
which adds character to the small trough 

landscape. 

As with penstemons, I have touched 
only lightly on the wealth of North Amer
ican plants that are compact enough to 
be grown in the trough, although I do in
clude a few taller plants more suited to 
the open rock garden. The apparently 
random selection of species discussed is 
a result of reporting on plants with which 
I have had gardening experience. An un
relenting search for the lesser known 
plants reveals that many genera are 
poorly represented in gardens even 
though a large percentage of these are, 
in fact, readily accessible, a phenome
non that surprises our overseas garden
ing friends, many of whom are keen on 
North American plants. I , too, am sur
prised by this and will continue to search, 
as I hope you all will, to maintain in culti
vation the seemingly endless variety of 
worthy native plants. Scour the seed lists 
for the occasional choice plant that may 
appear, correspond and exchange with 
friends, join various state native plant 
societies and, most importantly, go forth 
and seek out desirable plants to be 
grown and shared with others. § 

Corrections 
In the Spring issue, Vol. 40, No. 2, in the article "Penstemons and 

Other Westerners in Troughs" several mistakes have been called to 
my attention. On page 55, "Penstemon eUiacus" should read "Penste-
mon ellipticus." Also on page 55, "menziesi" in the boldface subhead
ing, "P. davidsonii var. mermesx" should read ^mermesn." On page 
60, in the description of the leaves on P. caryi the word "channeless" 
should read "channeled." - Ed. 
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Inside The Dragon: 
Anatomy of A Study Weekend 

By One Who Has Been There 
Marvin Black 
Seattle, Washington 

The special mood music, flutes-harps-
recorders, has been piped into the lec
ture hall for 25 minutes, setting an Alice 
in Wonderland atmosphere. Onstage, 
an eight-foot blue caterpillar lounges, 
preparing to smoke a hookah. The audi
ence buzzes with anticipation and rest
lessness. Ten minutes late, but all 300 
are in their seats. House lights dim, the 
chatter stops. 

Suddenly the music becomes a shrill 
alarm clock blasting out of the darkness, 
followed by the lengthy tolling of Big 
Ben. Lights appear onstage, and a giant-
eared March Hare with a gold clock on a 
chain hurries by . . . . "I'm late . . . . I'm 
late." Under an outsized top hat, an in
tent Mad Hatter crosses offstage, walks 
silently down the center aisle through the 
delegates, and disappears. The March 
Hare assumes the podium, begins a 
Lewis Carroll parody called "The 
Jubblerock": seven stanzas in all. Then 
"Welcome to Study Weekend Six!" And 
the audience roars its approval. 

God and Reginald Farrer never de
creed that Rock Garden Study 
Weekends be dull. In the West (I've not 
been to one in the East) each of ours has 
had a new site, a new committee, and its 
own distinct personality. We know more 
people will come, and keep coming 
back, if the weekends are first-rate enter
tainment as well as educational. And 
we're not above donning costumes, 
building caterpillars, filling exhibit halls 

and taping hours of specially-grouped 
music to make our point. 

Five months after our 1981 Study 
Weekend drew over 300 people, plan
ning had begun in three cities with com
mittees for upcoming weekends: Port
land in 1982, San Mateo in 1983, and 
Port Townsend in 1984, to continue the 
traditions of the first six held in 
Washington and British Columbia. In
side those costumes and behind the 
scenes, small armies of real-life rock gar
deners work a year or more to produce 
this entertainment, and the audience re
sponds with standing ovations and en
thusiastic thank-you notes. Here, from 
inside the dragon, is how a Study 
Weekend is created. The dragon may 
have twelve or more ribs. 

Rib 1. The Basic Concept of Study 
Weekends. Study Weekends started 
in the East, and have continued there. 
The West copied this good idea begin
ning in 1974. Western sponsors include, 
besides American Rock Garden Society 
chapters, the Alpine Garden Club of 
British Columbia, and the Vancouver Is
land Rock and Alpine Society. It there
fore isn't exclusively an ARGS event — 
we have held excellent Study Weekends 
in Vancouver and Victoria. 

The event is a winter one for three 
reasons. It is a dormant season with less 
garden activity, people with nurseries 
can attend then, and winter doldrums 
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can give way to a gearing up for spring. It 
is reunion time with old friends and a 
time for meeting new people. It re
charges the rock gardener's batteries 
with talks, exhibits, displays, discussion. 
Roy Davidson, who brought the idea 
West, is understandably pleased that his 
initiative has grown into a high point in 
the West Coast rock garden year. 

Rib 2. The Atmosphere — "Where 
It's At". Creative people can make 
this rib pay big dividends. It's relatively 
simple to book a big convention center 
and let their conference organizers do 
the work. Though some good confer
ences are done this way, a lot more bad 
ones are. To go back to Rib No. 1, the 
idea of meeting old and new friends, a 
mood of intimacy and personal touch 
helps. To book a conference center may 
be like inviting dinner guests to your 
home and having Howard Johnson's 
cater the dinner. 

We've learned to seek out-of-the-way 
places where attendees (particularly 
those from nearby) are separated from 
their usual patterns, so they won't skip 
the final afternoon lecture to go home 
and stick the roast in the oven for dinner. 
One year we met on an island in Puget 
Sound and a surprise two-inch snowfall 
gave the illusion of 175 travelers snow
bound together for the weekend. In Vic
toria we gloried in the ornate grand ball
room of the old Empress Hotel. The 
1981 weekend in a State of Washington 
conference facility was in a converted old 
fort. We ate excellent food, lodged in re
furbished Victorian homes with fire
places and brass beds, and savored the 
1940's price tag. 

Delegates heard fifteen talks, some 
given by overseas and out-of-state 
speakers, had a prime rib banquet with 
strolling musicians, plus five other meals 
and two nights lodging and a 64-page 
conference booklet. Their expenses 

were $69 for the entire package, and we 
made several thousand dollars profit. 
Some said people wouldn't come to out-
of-city locations. It's simply not true if the 
price and the program are right. Such 
sites have much more atmosphere than 
in-city motels, though we've had good 
Study Weekends in those, too. Organiz
ing ride-sharing schemes to get visitors 
from transportation terminals to out-of-
the-way sites can be fun, involves more 
people. (A site which can be reached by 
public transportation in case of incle
ment weather might be advisable in sec
tions where winters are severe. — Ed.) 

Shop seriously for meeting sites. The 
lecture room must hold maxiumum anti
cipated attendance, which is becoming a 
problem as our attendance climbs 
yearly, though, a perfectly good Study 
Weekend could be planned for less than 
100 people. But if your lecture room can 
only seat 150, you'll have a lot of angry 
people if 180 show up. The lecture room 
must darken for daytime slide showing. 
It's best to have a high-ceilinged room so 
the screen can be raised enough to be 
visible over the heads of twenty-seven 
rows of people or you'll hear from the 
lady in Row 28. Beware meeting rooms 
with cocktail lounges adjacent or, God 
forbid, underneath, as in one place we 
met. When the live music starts up and 
overwhelms your evening speaker, re
member that they won't stop the music; 
they've paid for it. 

Demand a working tryout of the 
sound system. It's amazing how many 
places have no employee who has any 
idea how the thing works, and in such 
places it often works badly indeed. The 
time to discover this isn't when the first 
speaker begins. Echoes are disasters in 
lecture rooms. Many, many meeting 
rooms have cheap, atrocious sound sys
tems; will your people want to suffer all 
weekend with that? You might demand 
that the management import an accept-
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able system or lower the rent to enable 
you to rent one. Don't sign anything until 
you've checked these things. Does a 
good projector and the sound system 
come as part of the rental, or will there be 
extra cost for these? There is at some 
places. 

What does coffee service cost? Watch 
out, big conference centers often charge 
as much as $1 per cup for coffee service. 
If you must have something with your 
coffee, get your cookie bakers busy — 
don't even ask the price. We've solved 
the whole problem in big hotels by hav
ing 30 minute breaks and informing the 
delegates that coffee is in the coffee shop 
down the hall. 

Be hard-nosed. Bargain with the man
agement over their facilities. Sometimes 
you'll get better rates. Always you'll get 
more respect. They may volunteer little 
free extras if they think you really may go 
elsewhere, for they need the business 
these days. Another pointer: it pays to be 
very upset the first time something they 
have promised goes wrong. Not nasty, 
but adamant. If you're timidly polite, 
many places will ignore your com
plaint— they probably have an un
happy conference on their hands else
where in the building. Be noisy the first 
time something goes wrong; very ap
preciative when they correct errors, and 
they'll treat you better. 

Rib 3. The Program — Its Concep
tual Organization. If the Study 
Weekend Program isn't any good, no
thing else can save things. Think awhile 
before plunging ahead. Consider the op
tions. A program might be arranged 
around a tight theme, such as "Alpines of 
the Americas," or "An Inventory of 
Asia's Alpines." Or it might develop ele
ments of a single broad subject like "The 
Culture of Rock Plants," with talks on 
propagation, soils, alpine houses, rock 
garden design, etc., or "Great Rock Gar

deners and Their Gardens." It could be 
assorted topics under a broad title like 
"Alice in Wonderland," which used the 
idea of miniature scale to carry many 
themes. "Mine Eyes Have Seen the 
Glory" might be heavy with slides, 
photography techniques, botanical il
lustration, the literature of rock garden
ing. "Tales Around a Winter Fire" dwelt 
on adventures, reminiscences, achieve
ments. A clever or catchy theme can help 
sell the event. It won't rescue it if the 
program contents are weak. 

Rib 4. The Meat of the Matter — 
Speakers and Their Talks. Rib 4 is 
crucial. We never choose more than 
20% of our speakers from people we 
haven't found to be very listenable or 
that a well-trusted source can't so recom
mend. As between an expert-but-dull 
speaker (translate: "academic" with no 
leavening of humor or eloquence) and a 
novice-but-upbeat enthusiast, we'll 
gamble on the latter every time. West 
Coast audiences will forgive mediocre 
grammar, will accept the roughness of a 
dirt gardener, but they'll rebel against 
dullness no matter how knowledgeable 
the expert. 

Avoid filling spots on the program with 
"We ought to have something on propa
gation; who could we ask to talk on 
that?" People assigned talks they 
wouldn't choose (particularly when 
they're dying to give a different talk) sel
dom add to the program. 

If possible, have no key members of 
your committee deliver major talks. It is 
hard to do justice to the dual responsibil
ity, and both the speaker and the audi
ence will suffer. Early in our planning, we 
ask good local speakers to plan talks, 
then give them only light duties dis
charged some days before the speaking 
time. If your best speakers must be your 
key committee members, keep their 
talks short and invite more speakers from 
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outside. 
We vary talk lengths so the program 

flow isn't monotonous. We use some 
talks as short as 15 minutes, with our 
longest talks one hour. Often a know-
ledgable enthusiast on a narrow topic 
will deliver a super-talk when asked (far 
in advance) to produce their (usual 45 
minute) talk in 20 minutes. The resulting 
20 minutes represent careful editing by 
the speaker to produce the essence of 
the 45 minutes, and the audience is im
pressed. 

Our average talk lasts 30 minutes, with 
some for 20, 25, 40 and 45. Only one or 
two speakers will be allowed an hour. 
When we have special outside speakers 
or outstanding local ones we often ask 
them to bring two talks, perhaps one of 
30 minutes and another of 50 minutes, 
so that we can hear more of them. In 
general we rule out audience questions; 
they can destroy a time table. If you have 
generous breaks and time for socializing, 
the audience can meet the speakers one-
to-one and get the answers they seek. 
Only if the program is running ahead of 
schedule, do we allow a few questions, 
but we limit these. People in show busi
ness learned long ago that you'll be a 
winner if you always leave audiences 
begging for more. 

We once made the banquet speech 
the main address of the conference. 
We've discovered that a well fed and 
often well libated audience, at the end of 
a day of exciting talks, gets indigestion 
from a major evening talk. So now we 
seek lightness, often with humor, some
thing offbeat or change-of-pace that 
need not have anything to do with rock 
gardening at all. The effect, like a light 
dessert, is usually just what people want. 

Our audiences seem most comforta
ble with a mix of old-friend speakers they 
know and trust interlaced with a few new 
voices and faces. 

And finally, each speaker is sent, in ad

vance, an instruction sheet spelling out 
the ground rules. 

Rib 5. Food and Lodging. Apart 
from a banquet, it is simplest to let your 
delegates arrange their own meals and 
housing — you merely hand them lists 
of available choices in the advance pub
licity. Include a map or directions to 
show where hotels and restaurants are 
located and your food and lodging prog
ram is solved. You escape the headaches 
of unannouncd arrivals and last minute 
cancellations. 

On the other hand it may be best to 
have as many delegates as possible 
under one roof, eating most of their 
meals together in a central location. This 
adds to your work-load, but provides a 
congenial atmosphere in which people 
from different areas can mingle and 
socialize between programmed talks. 

Some conference centers will handle 
your event only if you'll guarantee a 
block of 75 or 100 rooms. You may wish 
to avoid this trap as you will be locked 
into bottom-line responsibility. You'll be 
held responsible (by the delegates) if 
things you can't control go wrong and 
your conference can lose a bundle if a 
sudden snow-fall hits, lots of people can
cel, and you've guaranteed room rent
als. 

However, some conference centers, 
will reduce their room rates if you 
guarantee a minimum number of rooms 
and will even give a certain number of 
free rooms, including lecture hall, exhibit 
room, and a small meeting room for a 
fixed number of guaranteed room and 
meal reservations. 

It's worth looking carefully into the op
tions, do comparative shopping at a 
number of places, and be a hard-nosed 
bargainer. 

Rib 6. Choosing Your Commit
tee. We've developed a sneaky un-
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derhanded approach to this that has 
something to do with the overall success 
of the weekend. Way ahead — 1—2—3 
years, a few of us some night in a reckless 
mood say, "We ought to run a Study 
Weekend in (name a year)." In a few mi
nutes, we've sold ourselves and start de
veloping a few concept ideas; soon it's 
down to assigning ourselves duties. 
Then this group of two to five people 
goes to the local chapter and announces, 
"We've got a great idea. We want to 
have the Northwest Chapter sponsor a 
Study Weekend in 1984, and we've al
ready got a Committee started. Okay?" 
And the chapter has never turned us 
down — how do you refuse a group of 
people volunteering to do a job? Maybe 
it's a Seattle exclusive, but the method 
works well. The alternative is too often to 
go before a very passive chapter mem
bership and say "It's been suggested that 
Our Chapter should host the 1984 Study 
Weekend. What do you think?" If you 
want to see the Story of the Little Red 
Hen personified, try this approach. "Not 
me, not me, not me!", as those who 
don't want to get involved proceed not 
to. We think that's the wrong ap
proach — those people shouldn't be 
asked to vote, they should be told that a 
group is ready to undertake the task if al
lowed to. 

However, if you're on this steering 
committee, or have been elected Gen
eral Chairman or some such omnipo-
tency, choose carefully your co-leaders, 
selecting as much for temperament as for 
willingness or ability. Don't ask 
timidly — tell your selected person that a 
group of you are planning the greatest of 
all Study Weekends with a very special 
group in charge and the one being asked 
is the one person you really need to do 
the job. If you are completely dedicated, 
already running hard, if you don't make 
it easy to say "Oh, I don't think so . . . . ", 
surprisingly few choices will turn you 

down. The best people are most often 
the busiest, and you must engage them 
into this wonderful conspiracy before 
they have time to press the "busy" but
ton. If you already know they're over
whelmed by projects at hand, you 
shouldn't choose them. We start with a 
smaller steering group of five or six key 
people and have that smaller group meet 
periodically up to about six months be
fore the event, at which time we fill the 
committee up to ten or twelve chairmen, 
many of whom will then build their own 
committees of helpers. By Study 
Weekend time, we have our Small Army 
working. Lots of people are willing to 
work hard for a few weeks but not 
longer, so we choose this tactic. 

A Production Manager is indispensa
ble, but not often seen in Study 
Weekends. (Ours was also Budget Man
ager, but these could be separate jobs.) 
He monitored the budget we'd adopted 
and recommended, right up to the 
event, whether various proposals as they 
came up were affordable. He advance-
checked all physical facilities. Lights — 
do they dim or go totally off? Can people 
see to write notes? Does the light on the 
speaker's lectern blind the audience dur
ing slide shows? Is there a light on the 
speaker's lectern or will flashlights be 
needed? Can the speaker control the 
slide projection from up front or must he/ 
she always say "next slide"? Our PM 
found out where and how the heating 
was controlled, advance-planned which 
doors to open to bring cool air into an 
overheated (they always are) conference 
room. He tested the sound and projec
tion systems' capabilities, for he would 
be responsible for their running, and in a 
curtained room he'd check how well the 
curtains darkened the room (we had a 
windowless theater). 

Together with the Program Chairman, 
the Production Manager worked out the 
weekend's events on a detailed schedule 
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broken into five-minute segments, so at 
any moment both are aware of how 
nearly on schedule the timing is. He pre-
taped special music for the beginning of 
each session and end of each break time 
and turned the music into the speaker 
system 15 minutes prior to each conven
ing. He collected all slides from speakers 
a few hours before their talks and pre
viewed them rapidly in a back room so 
that all projected properly — we didn't 
show any upside-down slides. A general 
troubleshooter, hunting for anything that 
could go wrong and taking steps to pre
vent it, he made the weekend run like 
some fine-tuned machine, totally behind 
the scenes. He hired extra waitresses so 
the banquet could be served faster. He 
had spare projectors and projector bulbs 
on hand. A Production Manager must 
work miracles without becoming hysteri
cal. 

So must an Exhibits Manager. Ours 
measured the space in our Exhibit Hall, 
drew up maps showing table and display 
space, contacted each of the forty to fifty 
groups, nurseries, and individuals put
ting in displays. She allotted them space, 
negotiating whether it was to be wall 
space or a freestanding table, by the win
dows for live plant materials, and so 
forth. She recruited her committee of 
four to assist her, put in many long days, 
and produced the largest such show ever 
held at a Study Weekend. The exhibits at 
Study Weekends are an education and 
entertainment in themselves, often ex
panding on subjects covered in the talks. 
An Exhibits Manager, besides needing a 
sense of humor as she brings order from 
chaos, must be unflappable and able to 
run her Exhibit Hall with a firm and au
thoritative hand. 

The event needs its own Registrar; 
ours was also Finance Chairman, mak
ing a gigantic combined responsibility. 
He kept the books, received all mail reg
istrations and wrote out receipts, then 

passed registrants' names and addresses 
to the Registration Chairman (the "Sec
retary" for the weekend), who mailed 
out the receipts and arranged the name 
tags. We were lucky: our Registration 
Chairman was an accomplished callig-
rapher. Her committee arranged the reg
istration kits that all delegates picked up 
as they checked into the event. The kits 
contained all pertinent information 
about the event. 

We had chairpersons for the Plant 
Sale and the Book Sale who formed 
committees and directed those events, 
working out regulations and space re
quirements. Since our sales occurred 
during coffee breaks and before lecture 
sessions, we reserved the best lecture 
hall seats for these volunteer workers, so 
they wouldn't be cheated. We had a 
separate sound system manager for the 
Exhibit Hall. A Photo Contest had its 
own managers, and we signed on a crea
tive artist-type as Special Effects man
ager, arranging blue caterpillars, costum
ing, etc. 

Our first Study Weekends were 
criticized because the schedule allowed 
little time for getting acquainted and 
viewing the exhibits, so we appointed a 
Friendship and Special Events Chair
man, a creative person whose occupa
tion involves many mixed group meet
ings. She suggested we expand the 
lunch hour to two hours, with options — 
hikes on short trails nearby, instruction in 
botanical sketching, a discussion group 
on butterfly plants. She suggested we 
ask people for short slogans to go on 
their name tags to help identify them
selves, their likes, or their activities. 
These became conversation starters. 

We had a Housing Chairman, a Prog
ram Chairman, and a Publicity Chair
man, and we would suggest one more 
job we hadn't assigned: a Telephone 
Contact Person. Many people phoned in 
questions, often not knowing whom to 
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call for answers. The last week, as can
cellations were made and replacements 
were added from a waiting list, three dif
ferent committee members received 
them and had to consult several times 
daily ; one listed Telephone Contact Per
son (listed in the publicity) could have 
cleared such messages and relayed them 
to the appropriate local source. 

Our Program Chairman, having once 
secured the speakers, had to select Mod
erators for each session. These people 
were skilled at snappy introductions of 
the speakers and helped keep the prog
ram moving. In behind-the-scenes de
tailed scheduling we allow five minutes 
between speakers, for introductions. Ac
tually we plan to use only two to three 
minutes, leaving time to add an an
nouncement now and then rather than 
having a twice daily 15 minute recitation 
of announcements. In our program, as 
printed, we don't list duration of talks, 
giving only the titles of a group of two to 
four talks in a given time space. Every 
speaker, however, in additon to his ad
vance instruction sheet receives a de
tailed, behind-the-scenes time sheet giv
ing set-up times as well as program tim
ing. Every committee member also has 
one of these time sheets, which is never 
seen by the audience, but helps keep 
things running smoothly. Thus the 
speakers know their time and that they 
are expected to stay within it. We use a 
timer-bell that rings three minutes before 
the end of the assigned time. The speak
ers and the audience are told that the first 
bell doesn't mean over-time, but rather 
that three minutes of talking time remain. 
If the speaker has been dawdling, he has 
to finish up quickly. Five minutes past the 
first bell, a second bell rings. Thereupon 
the Program Chairman brings the talk to 
an end. Sounds brutal? Our audiences 
and speakers prefer it to having one 
thoughtless speaker runs 20—30—40 mi
nutes overtime, stealing time from all fu

ture speakers and paralyzing the listen
ers. We've only had to use the second 
bell twice in fifty talks in five years. 

Rib 7. Planning the Budget. We 
have never lost money on a Study 
Weekend. The committee plans its 
budget and then adheres to it. The first 
step is to estimate the minimum atten
dance you can realistically expect. Be 
conservative. How many attended last 
year's Weekend? If it was good, about 
half of them will come this year. In the 
West we first send out a notice, at least 
six months ahead of time, to all ARGS 
members within the area, stressing the 
importance of registering early. Then, 
several months later, publicity is sent to 
other horticultural groups and colleges in 
the vicinity of the meeting, also to the 
local news media. This gambit not only 
swells the audience but has brought in a 
number of new members. 

Surveying the attendance patterns of 
several years, we find that if the Study 
Weekend is near a smaller town or 
center of rock gardening, about one third 
of the delegates will be from the local 
area and half of these will probably not 
be rock gardeners, but students, garden 
clubbers, or just gardeners. In larger 
cities, maybe half the attendance will be 
local, the rest will come from over 50 
miles away. How far is your Study 
Weekend site from where the largest 
numbers will come? Further or closer 
than last year's meeting? If last year's 
meeting was a dud, some delegates 
won't try again, though a tempting prog
ram and sharp publicity can counter this. 
How about the nearness to holidays and 
competing events compared with last 
year? In planning our 1981 event we 
wrote off transcontinental delegates, 
reasoning (correctly) that they'd save 
their money for Nottingham's Alpines 
'81. If more attend, the resultant increase 
will sweeten your budget picture. 
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It is fashionable to import a speaker or 
two. We plan for round trip airfare, costs 
of food and lodging (out-of-area speak
ers are usually happy to be lodged in pri
vate homes aside from the conference 
time), and a fee if we are paying one. 
While a speaker for $800, using this for
mula, may sound expensive, for a 
budget contemplating a minimum of 
180 people this is less than $4.50 per 
delegate. If your fee per delegate is $40, 
a $4.50 item is not unreasonable 
budget-wise, particularly if having the 
speaker boosts attendance by 25 or 30 
people, improving the budget. Once 
you've passed your minimum budget 
costs, certain expenses such as speakers 
remain fixed no matter how many 
people attend, so you profit a little on 
each additional registrant. 

Most of our speakers are people within 
our own region, which may include sev
eral states or provinces. We don't pay 
their way if they normally attend the 
Weekend anyway. We may choose to 
pay part if they come from a long dis
tance, or we may choose to pay some of 
their food or lodging, or simply exempt 
them from registration fees. We have 
used all these methods and have never 
had a potential speaker refuse based on 
financial arrangement. We also may pay 
part of Study Weekend expense for 
some major committee heads, often a 
good incentive for poverty-stricken, 
busy volunteers; many of them contrib
ute 50 or more hours' labor. Any such 
arrangements must be planned in the 
budget. We may budget up to $300-
$400 for prepaid fees for major workers. 

The expenses for facilities must be 
budgeted: the cost of rooms required for 
lectures and exhibits, including any cof
fee service, which often costs more than 
the room. Figure any costs for supple
mental lighting, or sound or projection 
equipment needed, or any table rentals. 

Banquets are a major budget item — 

negotiate them as if your life is as stake. 
Prices may vary several dollars per dele
gate. Since conference food is rarely par
ticularly memorable, is the higher-tab 
item worth it? Cocktail-bar setups are 
usually without cost, since the drinks are 
sold. Get a committee or person working 
very early to check possible facilities. 
Places lacking in-house restaurants can 
still serve catered meals sometimes. 
Explore many offers including 
clubhouses, grange halls, schools, uni
versities, park meeting rooms. 

How many publicity mailings, to how 
many people, will advertise the event? 
This substantial expense is bread upon 
the waters. In 1980 we used three sepa
rate mailings spread over six months at a 
cost of several hundred dollars. Those 
multiple mailings resulted in possibly 
100 added delegates and probably swel
led our final profit by at least $1,000. Will 
the mailings go with a single stamp or 
stamped envelope or will they weigh 
enough to require supplemental post
age? Remember to budget the mailings 
needed to send receipts or acknow
ledgements. 

We also budgeted several hundred 
dollars for telephone expense. Too 
many volunteers are working too hard 
for us to have to wait endlessly for re
sponses from speakers or committee 
members to be mailed back. If it costs 
$15 to phone Britain and get a specific 
yes or no from a speaker and at the same 
time work out details in a conversation, is 
there any real gain in saving the money, 
spending fifty cents and waiting four 
weeks for a reply that proves to be con
ditioned on several new questions? So 
we use the phone freely to speed plan
ning. But this must be budgeted. 

We spend a lot on publicity, which if 
stimulating will repay the investment and 
more. Spending $60-$70 at a graphics-
art store for transfer letters will make 
non-artists' work at the typewriter look 
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more professional by adding larger 
headings in bold commercial type or 
script. Such can be installed easily and 
quickly by amateurs by pasting them in 
the correct position on the page. We re
produce writing, sketches, photos and 
lithographs from old books, going back 
over fifty years so as not to violate 
copyright laws. Even on old pieces we 
acknowledged the author or artist of the 
work we reproduced whenever possible. 

By making your own cut-and-paste 
copy you can save a lot of money over 
having a printer do this preparatory job. 
Such paste-up copy can be made the 
same size as the finished reproduction or 
the reproduction may be reduced photo
graphically. If it is to be reduced be sure 
to check with a printer to get the correct 
overall proportions for the pasted up 
page. Use volunteer typing, cut and 
pasted together, not typeset print. Find a 
local source for low-cost quick-copy 
printing. Such sources will be clustered 
around colleges and universities, com
peting for student business. 

Our publicity budget, excluding mail
ing costs, may run to a few hundred dol
lars. If you produce a Study Weekend 
booklet, you'll need additional budget. 
But by doing our own makeup work, 
then using quick-copy printing and hir
ing the collating and stapling, we were 
able to produce a 64 page booklet at 
$1.50 per copy, though we budgeted a 
more realistic $2.00. 

You'll need to budget for name tags, 
projector light bulbs, folders or en
velopes to hold the delegates' informa
tion packets, about $50 worth of inci
dental office supplies, perhaps gasoline 
and minor travel expenses. There may 
be signs, posterboard and paints, truck 
rental to transport things. We bought a 
roll of tickets for a raffle. (We made $100 
profit selling $1 tickets for a Farrer book 
purchased from a used book dealer for 
$35.) We also allotted money for special 

effects and costumes. Then we added an 
extra 15% over our total estimated costs 
as an emergency cushion and we had 
our budget. 

(The budgeted figure for all expenses, 
excluding hotel rooms and meals for the 
delegates, should be covered by the reg
istration fee. Three separate options may 
be presented to each delegate who signs 
up for the Study Weekend. The registra
tion fee, which must be paid by all dele
gates attending the weekend whether or 
not they stay at the convention center 
and eat the meals planned by the com
mittee. (Some people prefer to make 
their own sleeping and eating arrange
ments.) The cost of attending pre-ar
ranged meals can also be kept as a sepa
rate item so that delegates who do not 
sleep at the convention center, but wish 
to eat their main meals with the group, 
can sign up for these and pay in advance. 
In the East we generally do not include 
the cost of breakfasts in the meal item as 
we have found that many delegates, 
even those residing at the center, prefer 
to order their own breakfast choices 
rather than paying for a set menu. Room 
rent, as another separate item, usually 
paid directly to the hotel, can be added 
to the registration fee and cost of meals 
for those who wish to sign up for the 
whole package. What you get with each 
item should be carefully spelled out on 
the registration form so there will be no 
misunderstandings. - Ed.) 

Rib 8. Exhibits, Shows, Contests. 
We sought exhibits from the chapters 
and other alpine garden societies on the 
West Coast; most brought exhibits. We 
phoned all specialty nurseries in the area 
that dealt in any rock plants asking them 
to bring a display, free if their owners 
were ARGS members. Over half came, 
from as far as 400 miles distant. Their 
displays were superb and we were able 
to bring sellers into contact with 
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potential customers, though we didn't 
allow selling from the Exhibit Hall 
displays. 

We had sellers of pottery and acces
sory garden materials (invited if the own
ers were ARGS members, to have some 
control over who came). Arboretums 
brought displays, as did educational in
stitutions with horticulture programs. 
National and regional specialty-plant 
societies with plants suitable for rock gar
dens came — penstemons, heathers, 
iris, primroses, rhododendrons, bonsai, 
hardy plants, native plants, etc. Individu
als brought photographs and displays of 
specific plant groups and such things as 
scree gardening. Other Study Weekends 

In her Adventures I n Wonderland, A l i c e 
comes upon a table set for a Mad Tea 
Party. As she approaches, the March 
Hare and the Mad Hatter c r y out, 

In 1 9 8 1 , e x a c t l y one month before the 
s i x t h ARGS West Coast Study Weekend, we 
are sounding the same cry. We have 
reached 280 r e s e r v a t i o n s , beyond our 275 
capacity, and are now placing any others 
on a waiting l i s t . For the f i r s t time, 
some who planned to attend w i l l be turned 
away, confirming our warnings not to de
lay. Please inform anyone planning to 
show up at the Veekend without now being 
r e g i s t e r e d not to do so. Thev w i l l not 
be allowed to r e g i s t e r at the door; the 
lect u r e h a l l holds only 275 and we have 
agreed not to s e l l standing room. WEST 
COAST STUDY WEEKEND SIX IS SOLD OUT. 

Sold Out — Notice sent out about one month prior 
to meeting. 

have included exhibits of flower painting 
and botanical illustration; we had some. 
In all there were fourteen commercial 
exhibits, thirty educational exhibits, plus 
slide-carousel projectors showing certain 
genera, programmed to run on automa
tic setting. There was a plant sale, a seed 
sale, a book sale, and a show-and-tell 
table open to everybody. 

Rib 9. The Selling of a Dragon. 
This is a really big rib, which in various 
conferences ranges from the sublime to 
the insulting. Try the sublime. Give your 
publicity a healthy budget and a creative, 
slightly mad chairman. 

At least children with lemonade stands 
are eager for customers — their signs are 
whimsical. Too bad most of us outgrow 
that little-kid enthusiasm, because that's 
what good publicity is all about. 

If you want people to come, what 
would persuade you to come — a 
sterile, typed list of events, leaving two-
thirds of the program unannounced? If 
you give out first publicity at the previous 
year's Study Weekend, as we did, a year 
ahead it saves mailing money. You may 
not have all the speakers lined up; then 
announce three or four events, sound 
excited, and say that Communication 2 
will follow in six weeks with more details. 

Why did you select your speakers in 
the first place? Because they're good. 
Then trumpet this to the world. One time 
our notices said "IF YOU MISS BEING IN 
PORT ANGELES IN FEBRUARY, YOU'LL HATE 
YOURSELF IN MARCH!" We distributed a 
flier at the 1980 Study Weekend that de
manded "IF YOU HAD SOMETHING PLAN
NED FOR FEBRUARY 20, 1981, CHANGE IT." 
Two months later, ten months before the 
event, we had advance deposits from 
100 people. We sold out, full, before the 
event opened. Unleash your most irrep
ressible member on the publicity with the 
assignment that they're to make people 
want to come. 

132 



Multiple announcements sent as a 
series pay off. If space at your Study 
Weekend is limited, say so early and start 
a stampede. Once you've decided your 
basic per-person cost (your budget di
vided by the minimum attendance), an
nounce the price if paid by a certain date, 
(perhaps three weeks before the event.) 
Then list another price, $15 or $20 high
er, for those who pay at the door or after 
the cutoff date. Your registration people 
will have a 95% complete list of dele
gates two weeks before the event and 
can get ready in an orderly fashion. Your 
finance chairman will love you, for the 
money will be banked before the event 
begins, and he/she won't be guarding a 
mint-full of money over Study 
Weekend. Late-deciders will have a pen
alty-incentive to make up their minds 
earlier. To induce this early registration, 
be liberal with refund terms in your pub
licity. We offered refunds if notified up to 
ten days before the event, and refunded 
money without question where last-mi
nute emergency was the cause. 

Publicity must be upbeat, not dreary 
announcements, whether the style cho
sen is fastpaced-excited or whimsy-mag
ical. Our people sent in their registration 
forms and checks with "How could a 
person stay away from an event that 
sounds so exciting?" Our profits, made 
by how many more people attended 
than our basic-minimum budget pre
dicted, will help pay for big name future 
speakers, so each successful Study 
Weekend brightens future prospects. 
We've established a fund to be able to 
loan as "startup money" to other West 
Coast Study Weekend committees. 

Rib 10. Getting to Know You. 
We've worked to avoid having newcom
ers (who will be excited by the program 
and exhibits) left in corners during social 
times as old-timers celebrate the gather
ing of the clan. Our name tags have big 

print — the calligraphy is fun! — so 
people don't have to squint. We've 
added slogans. We arrange several so
cial hours with a variety of beverage op
tions. We have name and address lists of 
those present as part of the Study 
Weekend bulletin. We stage photo and 
slide contests where newcomers are wel
come. The rules are in the publicity. Old-
timers are appointed to seek out first-tim
ers, quite a task since there may be fifty 
or more of the latter. If we assign lodging 
or meal-seating, we avoid geographical-
block grouping. 

This year we asked people to come in 
Alice in Wonderland character costumes 
to the dinner. It was optional, and the 
quarter who did were enough to develop 
a wonderful Mardi Gras getting-to-
know-you hilarity. We'll probably repeat 
the idea. We had long lunch hours and 
places available for informal evening dis
cussions, and asked our speakers to cir
culate around. 

Rib 11. Supplemental Income. 
Our publicity said that to do so much for 
so little would require everyone's help. If 
delegates didn't have surplus seeds, 
we'd furnish envelopes and they could 
help package those that did arrive. Or 
they could bring plants or used garden 
books. Our committees pre-priced ev
erything (we included used bulletins 
from several societies) so the sales 
opened a few hours after the delegates 
arrived. Our people snap up used gar
dening books and journals. We asked 
people to bring special items to donate to 
the auction, and for it we skimmed some 
choice items from the plant and book 
sales so people could bid on them rather 
than physically fighting for possession. 
Tidbits donated for the auction included 
botanical prints done in needlepoint, 
elegant dried-flower wreaths, Curtis bo
tanical prints, and a small fortune in rare 
varieties of bonsai trees brought by one 
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of the speakers. The auction was limited 
to a few choice items because we could 
allow less than an hour in our schedule. 
Nevertheless these supplemental in
come sources yielded about $1,000, 
more than had been predicted in our 
conservative budget. East Coast Study 
Weekends have competitive plant 
shows, a good idea we may copy. 

All these events mingle people as in a 
great bazaar, heighten enthusiasm, in
troduce strangers. Virtually everyone at
tending contributes in some way before 
the weekend is over, and they feel good 
about it. 

Rib 12. A Conference Booklet. An 
ambitious one is your option. Our 64-
page booklet, titled "The Garden of 
Talking Flowers" was a labor of love. It 
may become a collector's item, because 
it contains six original articles, plus re
printed material from four other authors, 
some original artwork, and poems like 
"The Jubblerock." Even a four-to-eight 
page pamphlet is welcome. It can con
tain a greeting, lists of those attending, 
the program schedule and announce
ments. Ours did double duty by includ
ing informal biographies of all speakers. 
Thus our moderators' introductions 
could be short and snappy rather than 
tiresome obituaries. We described the 
specialties of each of our fourteen 
exhibitors to induce Weekenders to sam
ple their wares. We didn't charge most 
exhibitors for space; we might charge na
tional organizations like fertilizer com
panies and spray suppliers, but we be
lieve the specialty nursery displays are 
interesting additions to the weekend and 

we want sellers and buyers to find each 
other. 

And so the 12-ribbed dragon was con
structed. The real excitement is watching 
the creation gain life, slowly at first, then 
gathering momentum. The final week, 
the last 24 hours before show time are 
the best. All those chairmen and their 
committees really moving into the 
task — if assignments are carefully 
drawn, there is little tripping over one 
another. The exhibitors arrive with their 
exhibits, and a major part of the show is 
filled with the efforts of dozens of people 
with no major work on management's 
part beyond directing them where to set 
up. Then the stage lights dim, the March 
Hares and Mad Hatters take the stage, 
the moderators moderate with their 
brightest witticisms. The speakers bring 
their road-shows of slides, talks, de
monstrations. And everywhere in the 
shadows is the Production Manager, 
keeping the machinery oiled. The Small 
Army of people is real now, creating the 
friendly dragon of a Study Weekend. 

Caught up inside the dragon as it 
moves, breathes, vibrates with a life of its 
own, one can feel a bit like Jonah waiting 
to be vomited out on a safe shore. Yet it 
is exciting to the Committee that brings it 
off. We called our committee The 
Caucus, a chairmanless group of dedi
cated souls. 

I know a great lump of gratitude rose 
up inside our own throats at the end, 
with The Caucus and all the Speakers 
and Moderators onstage, and the audi
ence on its teet, roaring approval. 

The Dragon has 12 ribs — and a 
really big heart. § 

C \ P wmmm Q ^ o 

134 



The Showy Heartleaf 
Kenneth Wurdack 
Beltsville, Maryland 
Photograph by the author 

Hexastylis speciosa, or Asarum 
speciosum,1 is one of the rarest and most 
desirable of the native heartleaves (wild 
gingers), yet is only one of a rather long 
list of distinct and handsome plants from 
the southeastern United States. It grows 
in northern Alabama in an extremely 
localized area of alluvial swamps and rich 
flood plains. When I visited the locality, 
the plant seemed peculiar to the sultry 
depths of thickets of canebreak and 
scrub, just a few feet from the water's 
edge. Summer heat, humidity, and mos
quitoes combine to make its own com
fortable habitat almost unbearable for 
human beings and thus afford a measure 
of protection from intruders. 

The plant resembles its congeners in 
growing in small tufts with branching, 
slender, fleshy rootstocks. The leaves, 
scarcely distinguishable from those of 
the Arum-leaved Heartleaf {Hexastylis 
arifolia), are a variable triangular shape, 
faintly mottled with shades of green. It is 
not its leaves that make it the much 
sought after plant that it is. By the end of 
winter, the leaves look ratty, lying limp 
upon the ground. Spring brings new 
leaves that grow erect from the center of 
the plant, allowing the flowers beneath 
to be seen. These showy flowers, for 
which H. speciosa is named, are the 
largest of the native heart-leaves. The 
three-lobed calyx, instead of being 
pitcher shaped as in H. arifolia, is ab
ruptly expanded near the middle and 
contrastingly colored in different shades 

and combinations of red and brown. The 
interior of the flower, which is about two 
inches across, is darkest on the lobes, 
though narrowly rimmed with gold. 
Deeper within the cup is a sunburst of 
gold circling the cluster of pale green an
thers and stigmas. The buds appear in 
great profusion, open in mid-May, and 
last for several weeks. It is reasonable to 
suppose that small crawling insects polli
nate the plant, but seed has never been 
known to set on cultivated plants in the 
Washington. D.C. area.2 

From observation of its habitat, one 
might try to duplicate its boggy situation 
in the garden, or pamper it in the alpine 
house. On the contrary, it thrives in any 
woodland environment, though prefera
bly not confined to the restraints of a pot. 
Its hardiness may be doubtful in ex
tremely cold climates; however, a 
member of ARGS in Larchmont, N.Y., 
has been growing it for several years. 

For me (in Beltsville, MD), it grows ex
ceedingly well in a raised bed especially 
designed for woodland plants. This ad
junct to the woodland garden consists of 
a six-inch deep excavation lined with re
versed turves overlain by one and a half 
feet of shredded oak leaves. The bed 
was allowed to decompose for two 
years, aided by some nitrogen fertilizer. 
Into such a bed can be planted various 
species of Hexastylis, Asarum, Trillium, 
and many other woodland and ericace-
ous genera. 

The simplest method of propagation 
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of any Hexastylis species is by division. 
This can be done at almost any time of 
year, but spring seems best. Seed has 
never been harvested, thus propagation 
by this method has never been attemp

ted. I hope this article will generate some 
interest in Hexastylis speciosa and that 
propagation and distribution will save it 
from extinction. 

Hexastylis speciosa 

1Certain Southeast members of the genus Asarum were segregated by C.S. Rafinesque (1883-1840) into 
the genus Hexastylis. The editors of Hortus Third chose to keep the genus Asarum intact. 

2Seeds of most Hexastylis and Asarum remain within the base of the very slowly decaying flower until scat
tered by ants (perhaps), or washed away by rainfall when the blossom finally disintegrates. They are very 
slow to germinate. It is possible that seed is not set in cultivation, particularly if only one clone is present or if 
a suitable pollinator is lacking in the area. It might be worth attempting hand pollination. - Ed. § 

An Awarded Sythyris 
It is always satisfying to record progress that is in a forward direction, 

as too often of late years most of it seems headed for the drain. Fifteen 
snows ago scarcely anybody knew or grew synthyris. I'm in no posi
tion to know if the Bulletin article of 1972 had anything to do with it, 
but now these are regarded with considerable interest and seem to be 
grown quite widely. Carl English had recorded a selection of Synthyris 
reniformis he called 'Regina' and this is more or less duplicated in 
some selections made by Naomi Nyerlin in west-central Oregon in the 
Umpqua drainage, deep violet in color. When this was sent over to 
Kew and submitted by their Regius Keeper at a spring show in 1980 it 
was accorded the Award of Merit as Synthyris reniformis 'Olallie 
Violet'. — R.D. 
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Silene Polypetala 
F. C. Gallc 
Pine Mountain, Georgia 
Photograph by the author 

On moving to Georgia in 1953, one of 
the many challenges at Callaway Gar
dens was to preserve the native flora of 
the southeast. Seeking out information 
on native plants involved meeting many 
interesting professional and amateur 
botanists among them Dr. Wilbur Dun
can, taxonomist for the University of 
Georgia, who, in 1954 showed me an 
herbarium specimen and told me about 
collecting Silene polypetala in Talbot 
County, Georgia. 

Herbarium specimens seldom turn a 
horticulturist on, but the size of the frim-
briated flowers was most unusual for a 
silene and led to a search. In 1954 my 
several weekend hunts failed to locate 
the plant. However, in 1955 a small col
ony of plants was found on my second 
weekend of exploration. Getting turned 
on was easy for the beautiful large soft 
pink flowers nearly covered the foliage. 

The first colony of this plant (approxi
mately eight square feet) was located in 
Talbot County on a narrow shelf below a 
steep wooded hillside overlooking the 
Flint River, located nine miles southwest 
of Thomaston, Georgia. Additional col
onies have since been observed in the 
same general area. 

Silene polypetala is on Georgia's Pro
tected Plant List, and herbarium vou
chers at the University of Georgia in 
Athens report it only in two counties — 
Talbot and Decatur. The herbarium at 
Valdosta State College has specimens 
collected in Gadsden County, Florida. 
The Georgia Department of Natural Re

sources reports that the plant was also 
seen in Crawford County in Georgia, but 
no herbarium specimens are on record. 

Silene polypetala is a low creeping pe
rennial with decumbent stems that root 
and continue to spread. The opposite 
leaves are spatulate to elliptic, up, to two 
inches in length and, in mild winters, are 
persistent. The stems are very hairy and 
usually less than six inches high. Several 
botanical descriptions state the stems 
may be twelve to sixteen inches tall, but 
I have never observed them this high. 

At a quick glance the pink flowers look 
similar to those of a dogwood but the five 
wedge shaped petals are deeply fringed 
at the tip. The attractive flowers average 
one-and-a-half to two inches across and 
nearly cover the foliage. I have only ob
served the plant with beautiful soft pink 
flowers, but again several botany manu
als report flowers white to pink. The 
calyx surrounding the elliptical seed cap
sule is hairy and very sticky. 

Plants in the garden flower in early to 
mid May and are best in light to medium 
shade. In heavy shade the plants are 
very sparse flowering. They respond well 
in acid well drained soils, high in organic 
matter. The plants in our area have been 
exposed to nearly zero temperatures, 
but only for a very short duration, with 
no damage. (A plant, given to us by Mr. 
Galle, in our garden in northwestern 
Connecticut, where it blooms in mid-
June, has survived and blossomed well 
in a sheltered position at the edge of high 
pines for several years despite winter 
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Silene polypetala 

temperatures of well below zero — down 
to -27°F with no snow cover. — Ed.) 

This plant, with its spreading habit of 
growth, suggested propagation by cut
tings. Firm softwood cuttings taken in 
late spring and summer are easily rooted 
under mist or in high humidity chamber. 
Due to the ease in rooting and dividing 
plants in a stock block, we seldom col
lected seed and our success in propagat
ing by seeds has been very poor. I have 
never observed seedlings around our es
tablished plantings, but given a proper 
site the colonies continue to enlarge by 
natural layering. I have collected seed 
from plants in my own garden for the 
1981 ARGS seed list. Over the years I've 
furnished plants to several specialty nur
series, both on the east and west coasts, 
so plants are available. Unfortunately, 

Silene polypetala is not commonly de
scribed nor is it pictured in wild flower 
books, so the beauty of this rare plant is 
only known to a very few. 

Silene polypetala has been given sev
eral different taxonomic names. The 
plant was first described in Flora 
Caroliniana (1788) by Thomas Walter as 
Cucubalus polypetalus. It was later de
scribed as a Saponaria officinalis with 
double flowers. In 1818 the plant was 
given the name Silene Baldwinii (and oc
casionally S. Baldyinii) by Thomas Nut-
tall, and retained this name in the 
monograph of North America Silenes by 
Hitchcock and Maguire in 1947. How
ever, in 1948 M. L. Fernald and Bernice 
Schubert, after examining the British 
herbarium of Thomas Walter, disco
vered that he had given this plant the 
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name Cucubalus polypetalus. Thus, by 
modernization, the plant became Silene 
polypetala (Walt.) Fernald and 
Schubert. It's no wonder that such a rare 
plant, with all the problems in naming, 
should go unnoticed by the general gar
dener. 

The story is not complete without in
cluding the following information. In 
1956 I learned that Dr. Arthur Kruc-
keberg, botanist at the University of 

Hybrid 

S. polypetala x caroliniana 

S. polypetala x car. wherryi 
S. polypetala x rotundifolia 
S. polypetala x virginica 

Quoting from the article: " I must sing 
the praises of the crosses of polypetala 
with caroliniana and with the two red 
species, rotundifolia and virginica. They 
are superb." 

Caroline Dorman, the dedicated gar
dener of Louisiana and late beloved 
friend to many of us, is also quoted. 
" 'They are the toughest silenes I've ever 
tried. . . . You simply must introduce 
these wonderful rock garden plants to 
horticulture. . . . I shall be happy to hear 
you quote me as saying they are the 
most beautiful rock garden plants I have 
seen and most adaptable.' " 

In a recent phone call with Dr. Kruc-
keberg, I've learned that the silenes are 

Washington, was working with silenes. 
Plants of Silene polypetala were sent to 
him for his study and his inter-specific 
hybrid program. 

In 1961 Dr. Kruckeberg published an 
article "A Garden of Catchflies" in Vol. 
19, p. 1 of the ARGS Bulletin in which he 
used the former name S. baldwinii. A re
port of his success in inter-specific hyb
rids gleaned from the article is as follows 
(I have substituted here S. polypetala for 
his designation.): 

Flowers 

Pale pink to white-tinged 
pink, fringed petals 
Pink; fringed petals 
Pale red; fringed petals 
Pale red; fringed petals 

unfortunately attractive to those greedy 
Northwestern slugs; and it's doubtful if 
these silene hybrids are available com
mercially on the west coast. I must also 
report that we lost our plants, at Calla-
way Gardens, of the cross polypetala x 
car. wherryi when reestablishing new 
growing beds. Dr. Kruckeberg encour
ages growers of Silene polypetala to re
make these hybrids, especially with S. 
wherryi and S. virginica. 

I hope this article and photograph will 
rekindle an interest in Silene polypetala 
and its potential hybrids. To see this 
beautiful rare plant of Georgia and 
Florida in a garden is to love it. § 

• • 

Habit 

Compact 

Compact 
Spreading 
Low Crest 

Adam was a gardener and God who made him sees 
That half a proper gardener's work, is done upon his knees. 

- Rudyard Kipling 
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Propagation of Woody Plants 
Some General Observations 

JAMES E . CROSS 
Cutchogue, New York 

Of the numerous considerations in the 
propagation of woody plants, perhaps 
the most important is the care used in the 
selection of the specific wood to be prop
agated by rooting, grafting, or budding, 
or the seed to be germinated. Too little 
thought and time are given to the selec
tion of the propagation wood even 
though exact duplication of the parent is 
typically the objective. 

Proper selection is especially impor
tant when propagating the most dwarf 
forms for the rock garden, where we 
need to assure these same dwarf charac
teristics in the progeny — and this is 
often not so simple as just taking a 
branch from the right plant. 
Chamaecyparis of the species pisifera 
provides typical examples: the cultivars 
'Mikko', 'Plumosa Compressa', 'Com-
pacta', and most of the 'Squarrosa' 
group can produce two, three, or more 
distinctly different habits and rates of 
growth from the same parent plant. 

To begin with, one should keep in 
mind that many of our best dwarfs derive 
from growth aberrations or "sports", 
which are not entirely stable in their 
genetic make-up even if the appearance 
of a single plant may suggest otherwise. 
Then the problem is further accentuated 
by the natural human tendency of good 
and mediocre gardeners alike to prune 
the plant a bit to enhance its appearance 
when taking cuttings (or scions for graft
ing.) By this process, one's cuttings tend 
to be the more vigorously growing bran

ches, whereas the exact opposite is de
sired to retain the characteristic of dwarf-
ness. If you are one of those who beg
rudge the taking of a cutting from your 
prize plant, you are almost certain to take 
the wrong type of cutting for propaga
tion. 

The very dwarf Ilex crenata are excel
lent examples of this point. As reported 
some time ago in this Bulletin, 'Dwarf 
Pagoda' and 'Green Dragon' will lose 
their dwarf characteristics in a very few 
generations if one uses the vigorous, 
juvenile end shoots for cutting material. 
There are those who believe that Ilex 
crenata 'Mariesii' was originally identical 
to 'Dwarf Pagoda' but lost its dwarfness 
in the process of propagation of the 
heavier, longer end shoots (which may 
account for the several rates of growth of 
'Mariesii' available in commercial trade.) 
The solution is to take cutting wood only 
from the very short stubby side spurs. 
These may be small to handle, but they 
root readily at most any time of year. 

When propagating some conifers by 
grafting, another side of the problem ap
pears. A number of our prostrate or 
spreading forms, particularly among the 
firs, are derived by using the lower side 
branches, which usually will not later 
develop any upward growing leaders. 

Another reason for care in the selec
tion of the wood is to make the rooting 
process quicker and easier, especially 
when propagating in fall or winter with 
hard wood. If the particular plant roots 
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easily, it matters little, but, if it is difficult 
to root, selection of the wood can make 
all the difference. Among rhododen
drons, the smaller, thinner leaves and 
stems from inside the plant and from its 
shadiest side will usually produce roots 
more easily than the heavier end 
growths from the top of the plant. 
Another example is found with 
Leiophyllum buxifolium where only the 
very small side branches produced by 
the last flush of growth of the season will 
afford any decent ratio of success when 
using wood that has hardened off. With 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi, a ninety to one 
hundred percent success can be 
achieved easily and regularly in mid or 
late winter if the short growths from the 
center of the plant are used instead of the 
very tempting, long, juicy looking end 
growths on the plant's outside perimeter. 
Trial and observation are the great 
helpmates in building useful knowledge 
of this sort. 

One reason for careful selection of 
propagation wood, even among very 
easy to root plants, is to shorten the time 

required to obtain a finished plant of a 
desired size. There is no rule of thumb to 
guide one in this consideration and only 
trial and keen observation will show the 
way. With one species or cultivar a large, 
heavy cutting from an established stock 
plant in the ground may produce a 
finished plant in the shortest time, but in 
another species a small, juvenile growth 
from a young plant, possibly growing in a 
container, will do the job better. The cir
cumstances, such as time of year, of your 
particular scheme of propagation will 
have a lot to do with this decision. § 

This is the first of a series of articles that 
Jim Cross plans to write for the Bulletin 
on the subject of propagating woody 
plants, his topic at Winter Study 
Weekend - East, 1981. This and future 
articles will be well worth reading as Jim 
knows whereof he writes. He is a profes
sional wholesale nurseryman whose ex
ceptional plants, sold under the trade 
name "Enuironmentals", are in great de
mand. — Ed. 

A Garden Lab 
Sharon J . Collman 
Washington State University Cooperative Extension 
Seattle, Washington 

It is difficult for a non-rock gardener to 
write about insects of the rock garden. 
My association with rock gardeners has 
been a wonderful experience. At last I 
have found people who get as excited as 
I do about the world underfoot (a conve
nient although perhaps unfortunate 
term). In addition, I have relearned 
plants names I had forgotten, learned 
about new plants and have even dab

bled at "rock gardening" in my own gar
den. Despite the generous sharing of 
plants and information, my garden has 
clearly reflected my indecision as to what 
kind of garden it will be. 

I have been accused of selecting plants 
that insects will attack (and I'm afraid it is 
true). It certainly makes watching, 
photographing and learning easier, if I 
can do it from a lounge chair in the back 

141 



yard. My madrona {Arbutus menziesii) 
has a leaf spot fungus and leaf miner, the 
unidentified native willow (Sa/ix sp.) has 
played host to leaf galls, rust fungus, leaf 
spots, aphids, a stem miner, and 
sawflies. My rose, of course, gets 
blackspot and powdery mildew and, if 
I'm lucky (and it is not), it also gets aphids 
and the little, green rose slug that chews 
holes in the leaves. Despite these infesta
tions, the plants live. And despite my 
best efforts, my rock garden plants are 
healthy — except those whose proper 
location I have not yet found. 

There are yearly and even seasonal 
cycles when the insects or diseases are 
not active. In a few months my madrona 
will look a bit ratty from leaf spot fungus, 
but right now it is a picture of health. It's 
been a bit wet here and the miniature 
climbing rose is having a bout with pow
dery mildew., Since I do take pity on the 
plants too, I 'll have to intercede with a 
fungicide. 

Actually, my attitude is not so casual as 
it seems. I can be casual because my gar
den is my "laboratory." The loss of a 
plant is knowledge gained — and I only 
allow that to happen with plants that are 
expendable, replaceable, that I really 
didn't want anyway, or that are planted 
specifically as food plants for rearing in
sects. The other reason I can be casual is 
that by watching and reading I have 
gained a knowledge of the insects and 
diseases. I keep watch on pests, know 
what to expect, hope the beneficial in
sects or other organisms will keep dam
age to acceptable levels, and, if they 
don't, I intervene when necessary. 

This decision making process in man
aging all the garden pests is called integ
rated pest management (IPM). Integ
rated pest management in its very 
simplest form is the integration of many 
pest management methods into a gar
den strategy. There are many pest man
agement "tools" available beyond the 

pesticide: parasites, predators, mechani
cal methods, and proper culture. Pes
ticides have been relied on too heavily 
and often used unwisely. This poor use 
by humans has given this valuable tool a 
very bad reputation of late. Pesticides 
have been the easy but not always the 
correct answer. 

IPM is a challenge to the gardener's 
mind. It challenges the gardener to learn 
about the many garden creatures — 
most not pests. It is exciting to recognize 
the "good", and the "bad" and the 
beautiful; to be able to distinguish the de
grees of pestiness, or a low population 
year from a high population year; to es
tablish a realistic level of "injury"; and to 
learn of the management options and to 
be able to select a strategy suited to the 
pest, host, circumstances and time of 
year. 

In some respects, the garden is like a 
little ecosystem — the gardener's own 
little ecosystem. The gardener plays the 
god and mother/father nature. The gar
dener judges this insect "bad" and like a 
vengeful god may judge the mere pre
sence of an unknown insect as an intru
sion punishable by death. (Stomp!). The 
gardener rains on the garden if nature 
does not and provides little glass roofs 
over the plant to keep off the rain if na
ture over-does. As steward of the gar
den, the gardener reads book after book 
about the plants, but often forgets the 
other organisms that are a vital part of 
that ecosystem. Most gardeners are 
aware of the existence of predator and 
parasitic insects, but perhaps less aware 
that nematodes, bacteria, viruses, and 
fungi can also be predators and parasites 
on other pests, even pests of "their own 
kind": insects battle insects and fungi at
tack fungi. 

Just as tender plants get pests, a mass 
of aphids also has its attackers. In a crea
ture-rich garden the aphids become a 
tasty target for lacewings, syrphid flies, 
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lady bird beetles and parasitic wasps. 
Most people recognize the "ladybug", 
but are not so familiar with the pointy-
nosed, fat-bottomed syrphid larva. And 
who would think that those little hard-
shelled "things" stuck all over the plant 
are the swollen bodies of parasitized 
aphids? 

Once the gardener becomes aware of 
all the aspects of the ecosystem the gar
den world expands. Spring brings the 
usual stretching forth of new leaves, ex
panding of buds and the grand opening 
of a long-awaited blossom. But now 
there are added the little dramas as the 
metallic blueblack mud-daubers gather 
mud for their nests, then search inces
santly over garden soil for spiders and in
sects to provision each cell. Ants come 
and go, "visit" with antennae touching 
and, despite their reputation for industry, 
seem to make no sense at all some times, 
while seeming incredibly well-organized 
at others. 

The gardener who observes and 
learns about the total garden ecosystem 
begins to relax. As knowledge grows 
("Oh, that's just a ground beetle in 
search of cutworms"), fear subsides. The 
tent caterpillar in a low population year 
can be pruned out or even ignored if it's 
too high to get easily. If left, some will 

survive to lay new eggs, but many will 
become food for other creatures such as 
birds or spiders. In an outbreak year, if 
there are no signs of parasite activity 
(white eggs of a parasite fly on the body) 
and too many nests to deal with, a pes
ticide may be required for protection. 

(As an aside, The World of the Tent 
Makers by Dethier is a scientifically accu
rate yet poetic and enchanting account 
of the forces at work in an ecosystem. 
The tent caterpillar is the central figure 
and all the ecosystem has a part. A very 
readable book for a cold and windy 
night.) 

Each gardener must ultimately decide 
the level of damage he/she can tolerate. 
A healthy plant can tolerate some chew
ing damage or fungus infection. (Usually 
the plant's tolerance is greater than the 
gardener's.) Initially, it may seem strange 
to tolerate any damage at all, and even 
stranger to think of a garden buzzing with 
insect activity as a healthy garden. But as 
the gardener's knowledge and experi
ence increases it becomes more of a 
comfortable concept. 

My own garden, despite my tolerance, 
is a pleasant place to be, and shall con
tinue to evolve as a place for plants and 
wee creatures alike. While I may be the 
steward of my garden, it is the teacher. § 

I find working in the garden conducive to peace of mind. Digging 
about in the earth with one's fingers leads one to the contemplation of 
the eternal verities of soil and sun, rain and wind, the circling seasons 
and the wonder of growing plants. I find it very difficult to concentrate 
on the state of the Union or the world, or to fret over whether fuel oil 
will be available next winter and, if so, how we are going to pay for it; I 
find it hard to worry even over such important matters as what to have 
for dinner while I am trying to create a proper home for a rare and re
calcitrant alpine or freeing a planting of encroaching weeds. While I am 
working in the garden, I am, indeed, like unto the happy oyster. 
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• • • of Cabbages and Kings • • • 

Virtue, so it is said, is its own reward. 
And, perhaps, it is best in this far from 
perfect world to leave the virtuous to 
Heaven or, if the above aphorism is to be 
taken at face value, to the dubious plea
sure of basking in self-satisfaction (a 
lonely and rather disgustingly smug 
frame of mind, from my point of view.) 
Be that as it may, those with more mun
dane qualities appreciate an encourag
ing pat on the back from their peers and 
it is, perhaps, for this reason that 
societies, among them the American 
Rock Garden Society, give tangible rec
ognition to those who have served them 
well. 

As you read this the presentation of 
the 1982 ARGS awards will have al
ready taken place (though not yet re
ported in the pages of the Bulletin), but 
at the time this is being written, the 
Awards Committees are still in the pro
cess of trying to select from among many 
worthy candidates those who, this July, 
will receive a pat on the back as a sign of 
our appreciation. This process of selec
tion is not an easy task and is, on the 
whole, a thankless one. It has on occa
sion led to contention among the mem
bers of the committee and to discon
tented grumbling from those members 
of ARGS whose own favorite candidates 
have been overlooked; yet if one reads 
over the roster and the qualifications of 
those who have been selected over the 
past years, one must agree that the 
Awards Committees have on the whole 
chosen well. And so, perhaps now, while 
the members of this year's committee 
are still agonizing over their delibera
tions, is as good a time as any to review 

the history of the various ARGS awards. 
During the early years of the Society's 

existence there were no ARGS awards 
other than a Gold Medal, which was pre
sented from time to time to the creator of 
the most outstanding rock garden exhi
bited at a major flower show, and a 
Bronze Medal offered by ARGS to local 
groups as an award for the winner at 
local shows. 

The Gold Medal, about two inches in 
diameter, was very handsome. It had a 
low relief of a columbine on its face and 
was designed by Mrs. Garrett Smith. The 
die and the first medal cast were donated 
to the Society by Mrs. T.H. Fisher and 
was first awarded in 1935 to the best 
exhibit in the show at Fleischmann's 
Garden in Cincinnati, Ohio on the occa
sion of the Society's second Annual 
Meeting. The name of the recipient has 
unfortunately been lost. In 1937 it was 
awarded to Frederick Leubuscher and in 
1939 it was presented to Zenon 
Schreiber, for gardens exhibited at the 
International Flower Show in New York 
City. In time this award dropped, liter
ally, out of existence. An effort to locate 
the die was made in 1965, but there 
were no records of who had it nor of the 
company that cast it. Neither was it possi
ble to discover further information about 
the Bronze Medal other than the fact that 
it was inaugurated in 1938. 

It was not until 1964 that the American 
Rock Garden Society decided that an 
award should once more be instituted: it 
was thought, however, that such an 
award should be given for qualities more 
general than expert showmanship. It was 
therefore decided to present an annual 

144 



award to persons who had made "out
standing contributions to rock and alpine 
gardening and to the particular study of 
our native plants." This award was to be 
called the Award of Merit of the Amer
ican Rock Garden Society and was to 
consist of a framed, hand-lettered and i l 
luminated certificate giving in brief the 
qualifications of the recipient. Five such 
awards were given in 1965, and were 
presented by President Emeritus Harold 
Epstein at the first Awards Dinner given 
on the occasion of the Annual Meeting 
held that year in Sudbury, Mas
sachusetts. Recipients were Claude A. 
Barr of Smithwick, South Dakota; Mrs. 
A.C.U. Berry of Portland, Oregon; Will 
Curtis of South Sudbury, Massachusetts; 
Dr. G.G. Nearing of Ramsey, New Jer
sey; and Edgar T. Wherry of the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania. Citations giving the 
qualifications of these five people were 
read at the dinner and were later pub
lished in Volume 23 of the Bulletin. They 
make interesting reading. 

In brief, Claude Barr was awarded for 
"furthering the horticultural use of the 
plants of the High Plains, Badlands, and 
Black Hills area of this country" through 
his many articles in the Bulletin and his 
dissemination of such plants through his 
nursery, Prairie Gem Ranch. 

Mrs. A.C.U. Berry received her award 
for her personal efforts to collect and 
grow particularly good forms of native 
North American plants in her outstand
ing garden in Portland, Oregon; for her 
support of hardy plant exploration in this 
country and abroad; also for her dona
tions of plants and progagules and her f i 
nancial assistance to horticultural institu
tions and her gifts of plants to nursery
men and other plantsmen. 

Mr. Curtis was awarded for the con
ception and creation of Garden in the 
Woods, an extraordinary collection of 
native American plants on his property 
of thirty acres in South Sudbury. His 

great generosity was also cited. Not only 
did he give plants, many of them very 
rare, and excellent cultural advice to 
other horticulturists, but he opened his 
garden freely to the public so that all who 
cared to come could study and enjoy na
tive American plants in a natural setting. 
He had, in addition, arranged to donate 
his garden to the New England 
Wildflower Preservation Society with the 
provision that it raise sufficient funds 
for an endowment to maintain it as a 
center for the study of our native plants. 
This had been accomplished in the year 
prior to his receiving of the Award. (As of 
this writing the garden is still so main
tained and a building containing 
exhibits, work space, offices and a lec
ture hall has been erected.) 

Dr. Nearing received the Award of 
Merit for his tireless efforts to promote 
horticulture in various fields, particularly 
in the hybridization of hardy dwarf 
rhododendrons and the propagation of 
these and other plants suitable for the 
rock garden. His was the invention of the 
Nearing Frame, which made it possible 
to root cuttings of hitherto impossible or 
difficult to root plants. A dedicated schol
ar, he had inspired countless plantsmen 
through his innumerable articles and lec
tures and had served the ARGS for a 
number of years as editor of its Bulletin. 

Dr. Wherry was given his award for his 
many years of dedication to the dissemi
nation of knowledge about native North 
American plants and their ecology while 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and, later, as a professor in the Depart
ment of Botany at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Though originally trained 
as a chemist, Dr. Wherry is a field 
botanist par excellence as well as a soil 
chemist and student of plants in the labo
ratory and in herbaria. He discovered 
and named a number of new species and 
generously shared his knowledge, plants 
and seeds with all who were interested. 
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He has lectured and written numerous 
articles and papers as well as several 
books on soil chemistry and its relation
ship to plants both in the wild and in culti
vation. His books on northeastern Amer
ican ferns and other North American 
plants, particularly the Polimoniaceae 
(Phlox and Polemoniums) and the 
Primulaceae (Dodecatheon) are well 
known. He was a devoted and 
hardworking member of ARGS since its 
early days, serving in many capacities, 
not least of which was his stint as first 
editor of the Bulletin, a position he held 
for five years. 

Among other early recipients was Dr. 
Carleton R. Worth, another ARGS Bul
letin editor, whose plant and seed col
lecting exploits, primarily in the Rocky 
Mountains, and whose writings and lec
tures, both in this country and abroad, 
did much to familiarize rock gardeners 
with the horticultural potentialities of na
tive North American plants. 

Also awarded during these years were 
Carl and Edith English, whose explora
tions for native plants, particularly al-
pines, in the western parts of the United 
States, resulted in the discovery of sev
eral new species and many outstanding 
forms. Their work over many years as 
growers and hybridizers of North Amer
ican plants and their introduction of their 
hybrid clones into horticulture have 
made their names well known to rock 
gardeners and to many others who at
tended their lectures and classes on hor
ticulture and botany, have read their 
writings, and visited the fascinating gar
den created in large part by Carl English 
at Government Locks in Seattle, 
Washington. 

Also awarded were Frank Rose of Mis-
soula, Montana for making available to 
rock gardeners the native plants of Mon
tana, northern Idaho, and northeastern 
Wyoming; Lester Rowntree, whose col
lection and dissemination of the seeds of 

California's native flora and of other arid 
sections of the world made these plants 
available to countless gardeners here 
and abroad, and whose numerous arti
cles and books about Californian plants 
and her adventures while searching for 
them instructed and enchanted her 
many readers; Doretta Klaber of 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania, whose 
books, Rock Garden Plants - New Ways 
to Use Them Around Your Home, Gen
tians For Your Garden, and Primroses 
and Spring, written in a pleasant, easy 
style and illustrated with her own charm
ing line drawings and watercolors, did 
much to win many people over to the art 
of rock gardening. 

It soon became apparent, however, 
that there were a number of people, 
whose contributions to rock gardening 
did not fit into the precise criteria of the 
Award of Merit yet deserved recognition 
for their signal contributions to the Soci
ety. For this reason the qualifications for 
the Award were expanded to include 
outstanding service to the Amercian 
Rock Garden Society as well as to rock 
gardening per se. 

Among those honored in this category 
were Dorothy Hansell, a founder of 
ARGS, who had worked tirelessly and 
devotedly for the welfare of the Society 
ever since that time, first as combined 
secretary and chronicler of its affairs in 
the pages of The Gardeners' Chronicle, 
a horticultural publication inherited from 
her father of which she was publisher 
and editor. She continued in this dual 
role for fourteen years until this publica
tion ceased to exist but continued to 
serve as secretary of the Society until 
1950, taking on for three of those years 
the additional chore of editor of the Bul
letin, which had come into existence 
when The Gardeners' Chronicle ceased 
publication. She continued to serve as 
the Society's historian, taking an active 
role in its activities even after she 
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had accepted the full time position as 
editor of the Journal of the New York 
Botanical Garden, which under her aegis 
became The Garden Journal. In 1959, 
on the occasion of the Society's 25th An
niversary, she wrote in the pages of the 
Silver Anniversary issue of the Bulletin 
an account of the founding and early 
years of ARGS titled "Looking Back
ward. " 

Others awarded primarily for out
standing service to the Society were 
Harold Epstein, renowned horticulturist, 
who had given unstinting time, energy 
and enthusiasm to ARGS as director for 
five years and president for sixteen, and 
Albert M. (Merle) Sutton, editor of the 
Bulletin since 1962. (He was awarded in 
1970 and continued to serve as editor 
until he was forced to retire in 1975 by 
his rapidly failing health.) 

Of course, during the years since its in
ception, a number of Awards of Merit 
have been given to persons whose ser
vice was to both the Society and rock 
gardening as a whole, a prime example 
being Bernard Harkness, awarded in 
1974, who had conducted the Seed Ex
change in exemplary fashion, practically 
single-handedly, for nine years and was 
president of the Society for two terms, to 
say nothing of his unique and invaluable 
contribution to rock gardeners world
wide as author and publisher of The 
Seedlist Handbook. Truly a distin
guished record of service. 

Though it has never been a rule, it was 
decided early on to keep the number of 
recipients of the Award of Merit to five, 
preferably fewer, in any one year on the 
theory that the value of the award might 
be diminished in the eyes of both the re
cipients and the membership as a whole 
if it were given too indiscriminately. Dur
ing the first two or three years selections 
for the Award of Merit were made by the 
Administrative Committee plus a few 
members of the Executive Board who 

were widely knowledgable about rock 
gardening and its practitioners, but after 
those first few years it was decided to re
lieve the Administrative Committee of 
this task and have the President appoint 
a special Awards Committee to take over 
this duty. 

As the years passed some of the origi
nal criteria for the Award of Merit were to 
a large extent forgotten and it came to be 
given primarily (though not always) for 
service to the Society rather than to rock 
gardening in general. Therefore in 1969 
the Administrative Committee, with the 
approval of the Board, decided to inau
gurate a second award. This was named 
in honor of Marcel Le Piniec, whose 
work as nurseryman, propagator and 
plant explorer, first in New Jersey at 
Mayfair, the rock garden nursery he 
founded in 1924 and maintained for 
twenty years, and later in Oregon, 
"...exemplified the very characteristics 
set forth in the qualifications established 
for [the award. ] " The criteria for the Mar
cel Le Piniec Award were very clearly set 
forth. It was "to be given annually to a 
person who as nurseryman, propagator 
or plant explorer is currently and actively 
engaged in extending and enriching the 
plant material available to American rock 
gardeners." Mr. Le Piniec had been re
sponsible for introducing a number of 
excellent forms of rock garden plants, 
among them the "LePeniec Form" of 
Kalmiopsis leachiana, which he had dis
covered while exploring for new plants in 
Oregon. The pure yellow Lewisia cotyle
don 'Carroll Watson' was another of his 
discoveries and introductions. 

It was most fitting that the first Marcel 
Le Piniec Award should be presented 
jointly to two of Mr. Le Piniec's fellow 
townsmen, friends and acolytes, Law
rence P. Crocker and Boyd C. Klein, 
outstanding nurserymen and owners of 
the Siskiyou Rare Plant Nursery, "who 
by their individual and joint endeavors 
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[have] signally exemplified the qualifica
tions of the award ... and are an inspira
tion to future explorers, propagators, dis
seminators, and lovers of choice plants 
for the American rock garden fraternity." 

Since then the award has been pre
sented to Margaret Williams, Hazel and 
Don Smith, Roy Davidson, Ed Lohbrun-
ner, Dwight Ripley and Rupert Barneby, 
Charles Thurman, Joel Spingarn, H. 
Lincoln Foster, Marjorie Walsh and 
Wayne Roderick. 

The first Marcel Le Piniec Award was 
an inscribed stainless steel trowel; in later 
years it was a pewter serving plate. 

A further ARGS award was instituted 
in 1973, this one named in honor of Dr. 
Edgar T. Wherry. It was to be given only 
from time to time (not necessarily to a 
member of the Society) for the dissemi
nation of knowledgable information, bo
tanical and horticultural, about native 
American plants. A special standing 
committee was appointed to make the 
selections and the award was to be an 
original drawing or painting of one of the 
recipient's favorite plants. 

Claude C. Barr was the first to receive 
this award, presented to him for his in
numerable articles about his beloved 
plants of the Great Plains and for his 
book, Jewels of the Plains, which he con
sidered the culmination of his life's work. 
(It was at that time in the hands of a pub
lisher, who had already advertised its ap
proaching publication in the pages of the 
Bulletin. Unfortunately, unforeseen 
events delayed its publication for many 
years. Now in the hands of the University 
of Minnesota Press it is scheduled for 
publication in either the winter or spring 
of 1983-84.) 

Since 1973 the Edgar T. Wherry 
Award has also been presented, in 1974, 
to Frederick W. Case II for his knowledg
able and fascinating lectures and com
prehensive papers, articles and books on 
Sarracenia species, orchids of the Great 

Lakes region, and Trillium species, also 
for his courses in native plants and their 
ecology at the Arthur Hill High School in 
Saginaw, Michigan, where he is chair
man of the Department of Biology, and 
at Delta College. 

In 1976 Dr. C. Leo Hitchcock re
ceived the Wherry Award for his courses 
in botany and plant taxonomy at the 
University of Washington, where he was 
Chairman for the Department of Botany. 
He was also cited for the five volume 
work Vascular Plants of the Pacific 
Northwest, of which he was the prime 
author, assisted by joint editors Dr. A. 
Cronquist, Dr. Marion Ownbey, and J. 
W. Thompson, and for his own one vol
ume abridgement of this monumental 
work. 

In 1980 John T. Mickel, Curator of 
Ferns at the New York Botanical Garden 
was awarded for his widely acclaimed 
books, The Home Gardener's Book of 
Ferns and How to Know Fems and Fern 
Allies, the latter a scholarly field guide to 
the ferns and fern allies of America north 
of the Mexican border. Also mentioned 
in the citation were his popular courses 
on ferns at the Botanic Garden, his 
editorship of the news bulletin 
"Fiddlehead Forum" of the American 
Fern Society and his presidency of that 
august body for two years. 

Though on occasion there have been 
grumblings that the ARGS awards have 
not been fairly divided from a geographi
cal point of view (as though the various 
chapters of the Society were engaged in 
a parochial and somewhat infantile com
petition to accumulate as many kudos as 
possible rather than recognizing merit 
wherever found), it is quite interesting to 
note how evenly distributed the awards 
have been across the country; rather as
tonishing, in fact, in view of the disparity 
of memberships countrywide. In some 
areas rock gardeners are relatively plen
tiful, while in others, where the climate 
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and topography or both are not condu
cive to the growing of alpines, or the 
building of rocky substrates on which to 
house them, rock gardeners are few and 
far between, though this is changing as 
gardeners learn that plants other than al
pines and even a few of the mountain 
dwelling species can, indeed, be grown 
in their area and that rocks, of them
selves, are not essential to the creation of 
an attractive "rock" garden. Even in the 
more salubrious rock gardening areas of 
the United States, such as the Northwest 
and the Northeast, because of the differ
ences in population density per square 
mile, there is a considerable difference in 
the number of memberships and chap
ters. For example, Washington and Ore
gon, with an area of 165,826 square 
miles and a membership of 330, some 
from British Columbia (1980 count), has 
two chapters, while the Northeast com
prised of the five New England states 
plus New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl
vania and Delaware, with an area of 
169,798 square miles has 898 member
ships (again 1980 count) and eight chap
ters. 

When one examines the provenance 
of the award winners it is interesting to 
note that 27 of the recipients of Awards 
of Merit, out of the total of 47 persons 
awarded, came from the Northeast, one 
from the Southeast, twelve from the 

Northwest (counting one from Alaska), 
two from the Southwest, two from the 
Great Plains and Rocky Mountain area, 
and three from the Mid-West. Of the 
fourteen Le Piniec Awards presented, 
five have been given to Northwester-
ners, one to a resident of Nevada, and 
seven to Northeasterners. The Edgar T. 
Wherry Award has also been widely dis
persed. Of the four given out so far, one 
was presented to a member from the 
Great Plains, one to an Easterner, one to 
a resident of the Great Lakes area and 
one to a Northwesterner. 

In closing this review of the ARGS 
awards it may be a good idea to urge 
ARGS members countrywide to write to 
the members of the two awards commit
tees, whose names are published in the 
Bulletin Board each year, giving them 
not only the name, but as important, a 
fairly detailed account of their candi
dates' qualifications for the various 
awards, always keeping in mind the 
criteria for each award as outlined 
above. It is only thus that the members of 
the two committees will have on hand a 
countrywide roster of suitably qualified 
candidates from which to select. Their 
task is difficult enough as it is and it is un
fair to put upon them the additional bur
den of seeking out every possible candi
date and researching their qualifications. 
§ 

The Ons Have It 
It seems I perpetuated a horicultural goof when I wrote about the 

dwarf, shrubby Vaccinium 'Hamilton' in Volume 39, p. 193. I spelled 
the specific name macrocarpum instead of macrocarpon, as I should 
have. This was pointed out by our eagle-eyed treasurer, Frank Cabot, 
who had recently had occasion to check the nomenclature of this 
clone of vaccinium. After considerable research he discovered there 
was something of a split among the authorities as to the spelling of the 
specific name: Rehder in his Manual of Cultivated Trees and Shrubs, 
Hillier's catalogue, and the Royal Horticultural Society Dictionary of 
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Gardening, all use the um ending, as does wholesale nurseryman 
James E. Cross, from whom we received our plant, and Alfred Ford-
ham, who named the clone in question, 'Hamilton'. On the other 
hand Index Kewensis, Hortuslll, Gray's Manual of Botany, The New 
Britton and Brown Illustrated Flora, Alfred Evans of the Edinburgh 
Botanic Garden in his book, The Peat Garden and Its Plants, and H. 
Lincoln Foster's Rock Gardening list this species with an on ending. 

It would seem, therefore, that most authorities and all taxonomists 
favor Vaccinium macrocarpon for the species; therefore, we gardeners 
should bow to their expertise and change our labels to conform to that 
spelling. 

Vaccinium macrocarpon 'Hamilton' was discovered in the wild a 
number of years ago in the Berkshires of Massachusetts by Ormand 
Hamilton, a plant collector and somewhat temperamental landscape 
gardener, who achieved considerable notoriety for suing his clients if 
they didn't carry out his plans to the letter. His eccentricities not
withstanding, Mr. Hamilton deserves our thanks for bringing into hor
ticulture such a truly delightful dwarf shrub. - Ed. 

SloWario . cor-dlWio-

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
Please send prompt notification of change of address to 

the Secretary, Donald M. Peach, Rte. 1 Box 282, Mena, Ark. 71953 
If you do not do so we must charge you for the additional postage needed to forward Bulletins and notices 

returned to us because of non-delivery at your former address. 

PACIFIC HORTICULTURE 
a magazine about plants and Gardens of the West 

Illustrated Color Quarterly 
Annually: $8 U.S., $10 Foreign in U.S. Currency 

Write to P.O. Box 22609, San Francisco, CA 94122 

J O H N • . LYOIM, I N C . 
C 8 C E B S 143 ALEWIFE BROOK PARKWAY, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 617-876-3705 

Seedsmen • Lawn Consultants • Garden Supplies • Bulbs 

Extensive List of Spring Flowering Species Bulbs 

Allium, Chionodoxa, Corydalis, Crocus, Narcissus, Scilla, Tulipa 

Most Are Dwarf, Some Quite Rare. Send Stamp For List. 
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DWARF C O N I F E R S 
Over 140 Dwarf Conifers and Dwarf Companion Plants. Many 
suitable for Bonsai. Send for our 50 page catalog ($1.00) describing 
plants by size, shape, color and texture. Particular attention is given to 
plant sizes after 10 years growth. Dwarf conifer books and plant collection 
locations listed. 1982 Plant and Price List is free on request. 

Washington Evergreen Nursery 
Box 125RG, South Salem, New York 10590 

Telephone: 914-763-5072 

STONECROP NURSERIES 
Cold Spring, NY 10516 

(Just off Rte. 301 — between Rte. 9 & Taconic) 

Offering a wide selection of 
Alpine plants and wildflowers for the Rock Garden and Alpine House; 

Trough Gardens; Unusual Perennials and Dwarf Shrubs. 
Cash and Carry — No Catalogue 

By Appointment only — 914-265-2000 

Display Gardens and Alpine House 
Frank Cabot (914-265-3533) Sara Faust — Mgr. (914-223-3419) 

CHOICE ALPINES 
DWARF B U L B S 

ROOTED CYCLAMEN 
GROUND ORCHIDS & 

PLEIONES 

We ship overseas 

POTTERTON & MARTIN, 
THE C O T T A G E NURSERY 

MOORTOWN ROAD, 
NETTLETON, NR. CAISTOR, 

NTH. LINCS. LN7 6HX 
ENGLAND 

Tel. 0472-851792 

Catalogue 
for 
Gardeners 

Issued spring and fall 
each contains an abundance 
of hardy plant varieties and 
useful cultural information. 

Ptrannlali • Wlldflowert 
Bulbs • Siltcted Woody Plants 

r Holbrook Farm 
& Nursery 

Route 2, Box 223B, 2026 
Fletcher, N.C. 28732 

I 'm interested. Enclosed is $1.00 which is 
deductible with my first order. Please send me 
your new catalogues starting with the fall 
1982 issue. 

Name 

Address 

City 

State • Zip 
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AMERICAN PRIMROSE SOCIETY 

offers 

Quarterly publications beautifully illustrated, an 
international Seed Exchange of approximately 100 
different Primulas and a culture chart to assist in 
the growing of species Primulas. 

U.S.A. $7.00 per year 
G. K. Fenderson, Treasurer 

Grout Hill 
South Acworth 

New Hampshire 03607 

COENOSIUM GARDENS 
Rare and unusual dwarf conifers, 

standard conifers, and deciduous trees 
available from the Coenosium collection. 

For descriptive listing 
send 2 first class postage stamps to 

Robert Fincham 
425 N. Fifth St. 

Lehighton, PA 18235 
1-215-377-1495 Evenings 

THE CUMMINS GARDEN 
DWARF RHODODENDRONS 
DECIDUOUS A Z A L E A S 
DWARF E V E R G R E E N S 
COMPANION PLANTS 

YES, We Ship! 
Custom Propagating 
Catalog $1.00 
(Refundable With Order) 

Phone (201)536-2591 
22 Robertsville Road Marlboro, NJ 07746 

Hardy Named 
SEMPERVIVUMS SEDUMS 
JOVIBARBA & ROSULARIA 
Red, Pink, Purple, Blue & Gold 

New American Hybrids — Imports from Europe 
Wholesale and Retail 

OAKHILL GARDENS 
1960 Cherry Knoll Road 
Dallas, Oregon 97338 

( S a m e locat ion — new address ) 

CATALOG — 25C 

Visitors Welcome — Picnic Area — Garden 
Clubs Welcome (please by appointment) 

WE SHIP AGAIN 
Helen E. & Slim Payne 

PLANT J E W E L S OF THE 
HIGH COUNTRY 

Sempervivums and Sedums 
by Helen E. Payne 

111 Full Color Photographs 
Autographed Copies $8.50 

Shipping Charge $1.00 

rQC 

NURSERIES, INC. 

Specialists in 

Azaleas, 
Rhododendrons, 
Dwarf Evergreens 
and Rock Plants 

For sale at nursery only. 
Catalog 50c 

1159 Bronson Road 
Fairfield, Conn. 06430 
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NEW 
CAMPANULA I L L U S T R A T E D 

More than 80 species 
Described and illustrated 

Send $6.00 — postpaid 
to 

M. Larochel le 
42125 S.E. Luzon Lane, Sandy, OR 97055 

Ask for free (S.A.E.) information on 

ALPINA R E S E A R C H S E E D BANK 

Alpines, Perennials, Sedums, 
Dwarf Conifers and Shrubs, 

Bonsai Starter Plants. 

Comprehensive Descriptive Catalog 
$1.00 

Deductible first order 

R A K E S T R A W ' S GARDENS 
3094 S. Term St., Burton, Mich. 48529 

ORCHID GARDENS 
Ov er 150 Nat ive P lants . Fe rns . C l u b - m o s s e s 

Sh rubs . G r o u n d C o v e r s , o f fe red in our 
C o p y r i g h t e d Wi ld f lower Cu l tu re Ca ta l og . 

S e n d 50c for y o u r c o p y 
All p lants care fu l ly dug and exper t ly 

p a c k e d to arr ive in top cond i t i on 

M r s . C l a i r P h i l l i p s 
6 7 0 0 S p l i t h a n d R o a d 

G r a n d Rap ids , M i n n e s o t a 5 5 7 4 4 
Sorry w e canno t accep t fo re ign o rders 

R A R E SOUTHERN OFFERINGS 
Large se lec t ion of hard- to - f ind 

T R E E S , S H R U B S & P E R E N N I A L S 

nat ive a n d exot ic spec ies 

A L L N U R S E R Y G R O W N 

Please s e n d se l f -add ressed s t a m p e d e n v e l o p e 

for f ree mai l -o rder list or $1 .50 to inc lude 

Descr ip t i ve C a t a l o g . 

WOODLANDERS, Dept. RG 
1128 Co l le ton A v e n u e , A i ken , S C 2 9 8 0 1 

B E A U T I F U L — C O L O R F U L 

SEMPERVIVUM 
(Hen and Ch icks ) 

Hardy S e m p s are g rea t deco r for b e t w e e n 

rock edg ings , bo rde rs , con ta ine rs 

S e n d 50c (coin or s tamps ) for 

desc r ip t i ve l ist ing 

COLVIN GARDENS 
R.R. 02, Box 272 

V—E^^^ Nashv i l l e , Ind. 47448 

A L P E N F L O R A G A R D E N S 
17985-40th Ave., Surrey, B.C. 

Canada V3S 4N8 
Alp ines , cho i ce and rare p lan ts , dwar f sh rubs , 
co lor fu l p r imroses — aur icu las and spec ies , m a n y 
i r ises — dwar f s a n d spec ies , rockery p lan ts , m in ia 
ture roses , dwar f r h o d o d e n d r o n , f lo r i fe rous 
pe renn ia l s , dwar f e v e r g r e e n s , g r o u n d c o v e r s . 

Qual i ty p lan ts in 3" and 4" po ts . 
Mai l o rder list 

U.S. $ at p r e m i u m . 
W e are o p e n — Vis i tors w e l c o m e 

An unrivaled selection of over 700 alpines and rock garden 
plants, including 100 Northwest natives and 60 rock ferns... 

JSfSKIYOlT 
RARE PLANT JStURSER\^ 

Mail Order Catalog and Fall Supplement — $1.50 — Shipping within U.S. Only 
VISITORS WELCOME BY APPOINTMENT 

J. Cobb Colley Baldassare Mineo 
2825 Cummings Road, Medford, Oregon 97501 Phone: (503) 772-6846 
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S O U T H E R N S E E D S 

of the Waimakarir i Basin, Southern Alps, New Zealand 
offers you 

Acaena inermis Hebe raoulii 
Aciphylla aurea H. tetrasticha 
A. scott-thompsonii Helichrysum selago 
Bulbinella hookeri Lignocarpus carnosula 
Carmichaelia monroi Lobelia roughii 
Celmesia spectabilis Notothlaspi rosulatum 
Coprosma petriei Podocarpus nivalis 
Craspedia incana Stellaria roughii 
C. uniflora Swainsona novae-zelandia 
Gaultheria depressa Wahlenbergia albomarginata 

Packets (inclu. airmail postage) NZ $10 per 5 species. Indicate alternative 
choice. Commissions undertaken. Full seed list on request: 

The Vicarage, Sheff ield, Canterbury, New Zealand 

MATSU-MOMIJI N U R S E R Y 
Rare and Unusual 

JAPANESE BLACK PINES & MAPLES 

Shipping — List 500 

PO Box 11414 
Philadelphia, PA. 19111 
Phone (215) 722-6286 

FOXBOROUGH NURSERY 

growers of 

Dwarf & Unusual 

CONIFERS and B R O A D L E A F S 

by appointment only 

W. David Thompson 
3611 Miller Rd. Street, Md. 21154 

QUEER CJ4RDENS 
For : Rock Garden Plants 

Rhododendrons — Species & Hybrids — Azaleas 
Bonsai Material — Dwarf conifers — Japanese Maples 

Color Catalog — Describes and prices oveiy1600 different plants. Widely recog
nized as a valuable reference book. 1982 Edition, $2.00. Worldwide Shipping. 

Dept. R, 1280 Goodpasture Island Road, Eugene, OR 97401. 503/686-8266 
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O W L R I D G E A L P I N E S 

Choice Alpines & Native Wildflowers 
For Sale at Nursery Only 

Open Thursday thru Sunday, 
or by appointment 

Send 50C for List 

5421 Whipple Lake Road 
Clarkston, Michigan 48016 

1-313-394-0158 

C O L L E C T O R ' S C A T A L O G 

Thousands of different Seeds 
from every continent 

Many collected in the wild. 
• ALSO * 

BARNHAVEN SILVER-DOLLAR PRIMROSES 
Seeds & Transplants 

Catalog plus Collector's Seed List 
$1.00 (deductible) 

F A R N O R T H G A R D E N S 
15621 AR Auburndale, Livonia, Ml 48154 

WATNONG NURSERY 
The place to find some 

"HARD TO FIND" PLANTS 
Gaylussacia brachycera 

Dwarf Conifers, Leiophyllum, dwarf & low 
growing Rhododendrons, R. yakusimanum & 

several of its hybrids 
By Appointment, at the Nursery Only 

Hazel and Don Smith 
201 —539-0312 

Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950 

we.jb* n urieneS 
21 W0RLEY ST.,WEST ROXBURY 

MASSACHUSETTS 02132 

TRILLIUM,EPIMEDIUM, IRIS 
FERNS> ORCHIDS 

ROCK & WOODLAND PLANTS; 
ORIENTAL COUNTERPARTS 

CATALOGUE 5K 

R O C K N O L L 

Send for our special list of 

Rock Plants, Perennials, Shrubs & Evergreens 

Free List. . . We Ship 
Attention — Eleanor or Belden Saur 

ROCKNOLL NURSERY 

9210 U.S. 50 — Hillsboro, Ohio 45133 

Dwarf Evergreens 
Uncommon Trees 

Visitors Welcome Displays Labeled 
Browsing Encouraged 

Please send a stamp or two for our list 
(No shipping) 

DILATUSH NURSERY 
780 Rte. 130 

Robbinsville, N.J. 08691 

T H E S E E D L I S T HANDBOOK 
3rd Edition 1980, Reprinted 1982 

With Paging Errors Corrected 
BERNARD HARKNESS, COMPILER 

246 pages. References to Illustrations. 
Bibliography 

$8.50 ppd. — R E T A I L O N L Y 

K A S H O N G P U B L I C A T I O N S 
P.O. Box 90, Bellona, New York 14415 

NATURE'S 
GARDEN 

Species Primulas — Gentiana 
Alpine Show Auriculas 
Ramondas — Lewisias 

Sedums and Sempervivums 
New Plant List - 50c 

Route 1, Box 488 
Beaverton, OR 97007 
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THE ALPINE GARDEN SOCIETY 
Membership of the Alpine Garden Society puts the American alpine gardener in close touch with those 

throughout the world who share his interest in one of the most absorbing branches of horticulture. 
The Quarterly Bulletin of the A.G.S. is respected internationally as one of the most informative publica

tions of its kind. It will bring into your home a distillation of the experience and ideas of some of the finest 
gardeners, plant explorers and horticultural thinkers of our time. 

Among the many other benefits of the Society, its uniquely comprehensive seed list alone is worth more 
than the modest subscription of $15.00 for Overseas Members. Apply to:— 

The Secretary, the Alpine Garden Society 
Lye End Link, St. John's, Woking, Surrey, England 

THE ALPINE GARDEN SOCIETY'S PUBLICATIONS, 
WRITTEN BY ACKNOWLEDGED EXPERTS IN THEIR OWN S U B J E C T S , OFFER OUTSTANDING VALUE 

HANDBOOK OF ROCK GARDENING $4.00 
THE GENUS LEWISIA By R. C. Elliott $4.50 

SAXIFRAGES By Winton Harding $6.00 
ALPINES IN SINKS AND TROUGHS By Joe Elliott $2.75 

THE GENUS CYCLAMEN By D. E. Saunders $3.25 
ASIATIC PRIMULAS By Roy Green $12.00 

DAPHNE By Chris Brickell and Brian Mathew $12.00 
ANDROSACES By George Smith and Duncan Lowe $12.00 

MOUNTAIN FLOWER HOLIDAYS IN EUROPE By Lionel Bacon $22.00 
DWARF SHRUBS By Harold Bawden $11.50 

AGS Publications are available ONLY from AGS Publications Ltd. (All prices postpaid) 
D.K. HASELGROVE, 278/280 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, London E17 9PL, England 

THE SCOTTISH ROCK GARDEN CLUB 
Offers you... 
its twice yearly Journal, well illustrated and containing authoritative 
articles on all aspects of rock gardening, rock plants, and their world 
wide haunts. 
Its excellent annual scheme for the distribution of rare & unusual seed, 
amongst its international members. 

for £3.50 per year ($8.00) 
Hon. Subscription Secretary D. J. Donald Esq. 

Morea, Main Rd., Balbeggie, Perth PH2 6EZ, Scotland 
Please pay subscriptions by cheque in U.K. currency drawn 

on a British Bank or by International Money Order. 
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D I R E C T O R A T E 
A M E R I C A N R O C K G A R D E N S O C I E T Y 

President Emeritus 
HAROLD EPSTEIN, 5 Forest Court, Larchmont, New York 

President ROBERT L . MEANS, 410 Andover St., Georgetown, Mass. 01833 
Vice-President MARNIE FLOOK, 1906 Academy Place, Wilmington, Del. 19806 
Secretary DONALD M. PEACH, Rte. 1 Box 282, Mena, Ark. 71953 
Treasurer FRANCIS H. CABOT, Cold Spring, N.Y. 10516 

Directors 
Term Expires 1982 

Pamela J. Harper T. Paul Maslin Quentin C. Schlieder, Jr. 

Term Expires 1983 

Marvin E. Black Iza Goroff Howard W. Pfeifer 

Term Expires 1984 
Patricia Lou Carson Kenneth Love Dr. Robert McDermott 

(Mrs. Orel Dale) 
Director of Seed Exchange 

Kenneth Vogel 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

3675 Arboretum Drive. Chanhassen, MN 55317 

Director of Slide Collection 
Mrs. Lois E. Ecklund 

Route #5, River Haven, St. Cloud, Minn. 56301 

ARGS-PHS Library Service 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Library 
325 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19106 

C H A P T E R C H A I R M E N 

Northwestern MARVIN E. BLACK, 124 N. 181 St., Seattle, WA 98133 
Western WILLIAM FOLKMAN, 2640 San Benito Dr., Walnut Creek, CA 94598 
Midwestern AILEEN MCWILLIAM (Acting Chm.), 711 Magnolia St., Mena, AR 71953 
Allegheny MARGARET H. WISNER, 338 Kemerer Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601 
Potomac Valley LYNN MAKELA, 5408 Yorkshire St, Springfield, VA 22151 
Delaware Valley ROXIE E. GEVJAN, 536 Dogwood Place, Newtown Square, PA 19073 
New England MRS. ROBERT ALBERTS, BOX 35, Old Milford Rd., Amherst, N H 03031 
Great Lakes JUDY PEARSON, 5421 Whipple Lake Rd., Clarkston, MI 48016 
Wisconsin-Illinois IZA GOROFF. 1976 Church St., East Troy, WI53120 
Co/umbia-Wi//amette VIOLA V. SOBOLIK, 2120 Pioneer Rd., Dallas, OR 97338 
Connecticut ESTHER LEGEYT BAILEY, 157 Douglas St., Hartford, CT 06114 
Long Island ISABEL HIBBARD, 4 Nancy Dr., S. Farmingdale, NY 11735 
Hudson Valley DR. ROBERT M. COLE, 60 Benedict Ave., Tarrytown, NY 10591 
Minnesota JULIUS WADEKAMPER, 10078 154th Ave., Elk River, MN 55330 
Siskiyou RAMONA OSBURN, 1325 Wagon Trail, Jacksonville, OR 97530 
Westem-No. Carolina SAM CHILDS, 3410 Brevard Rd., Hendersonville, NC 28739 
Rocky Mountain ANDREW PIERCE, Denver Botanic Gardens, 909 York St., Denver, CO 80206 
Adirondack ELVA C. LINK, BOX 211 RD 2, Corinth, NY 12822 
Watnong SIEGLINDE ANDERSON, P.O. Box 93, Hope, NJ 07844 
Ohio Valley HARRY W. BUTLER, Rte. #1 , 2521 Penewit Rd., Spring Valley, OH 45370 



YOUR ARGS BOOKSTORE 
* New items in stock 

1. ALPINES OF THE AMERICAS — The Report of the First Interim International Conference, 1976 
327 pp., 20 pp. of color plus black and white photos $15.95 

2. THE ALASKA-YUKON WILDFLOWER GUIDE — 217pp . Color photos by plant family $9.00 
3. THE SEEDLIST HANDBOOK — by Bernard Harkness. 3rd ed., 246 pp. Quick reference to seed 

listings of ARGS, Alpine Garden Society, Scottish R.G.CIub. Gives genus, type plant, height, col
or origin and horticultural reference $7.50 

4. THE GENUS PHLOX — by Edgar T. Wherry. 174 pp. Monograph with photos, line drawings, dis
tribution maps $6.50 

5. * ROCK GARDENS — b y Wilhelm Schacht. 192 pp. Edited and with introduction by Jim Archi
bald. 28 pp. of color photos plus line drawings $17.50 

6. THE HANDBOOK OF ROCK GARDENING — 77 pp. Published jointly by the ARGS and Brook
lyn Botanic Garden. Well illustrated $2.25 

7. WHAT'S IN A NAME — 24 pp. An easy explanation of botanical names $2.50 
8. * PLANTS OF THE VIRGIN MOUNTAINS — 51 pp. Line drawings and descriptions of plant ma

terial of Arizona's Virgin Mountains $2.00 
9. * PLANTS OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK — 168 pp. Color photos $6.95 

10. * WILDFLOWERS ACROSS THE PRAIRIES — 214 pp. Color photos $8.50 
11 . * PLANT HUNTING IN NEPAL — by Roy Lancaster. 194 pp. Text and a few illustrations $19.00 
12. * ROCK PLANTS FOR SMALL GARDENS — Royton Heath. 144 pp. 8 pp. color, 16 illustrations. 

Planting of rock gardens, raised beds, troughs, scree beds and rock pots. Also construction and 
propagation. Aimed at novice and advanced collector $15.00 

Handling and Mailing — $1.00 per 1st book plus 500 per additional book 

Overseas — $1.50 per 1 st book plus 500 per additional book 

13. * ARGS PRINTS OF LAURA LOUISE FOSTER PEN AND INK DRAWINGS — Set of 12 prints 
(all different), $21.50; set of 24 prints (all different), $38.00; set of 36 prints (all different), $54.00; 
set of 36 prints autographed, $108.00. All postpaid. 

14. * ARGS NOTE PAPER — 12 cards and envelopes, 4 W x 6Vz". Each of different rock plant by 
7 ARGS members $4.25 

15. CUMULATIVE INDEX — Volumes 1 thru 34 750 
16. SEEDS — 3 Methods of germinating seeds. Xeroxed from ARGS Bulletins $2.50 
17. SEED GERMINATION REPORT — by Dara Emery. Data on selected species $1.50 
18. TALLY OF ARGS SEED LIST 1ST CHOICE REQUESTS $4.00 
19. TROUGHS — Construction and lists of plant material to use. Xerox $3.50 
20. ARGS LAPEL PIN $3.35 
2 1 . ARGS SHOULDER PATCH — Washable $2.25 

Nos. 13 thru 21 are all postpaid. Overseas add 500 to order 

22. LIBRARY BINDERS for ARGS Bulletins $4.00 each plus mailing chg 

All orders prepaid in U.S. funds. Make checks or money orders payable to "ARGS". 

U.S. destinations must show ZIP code. Airmail billed at cost. 

23. ARGS BOOKSTORE stocks back issues of our ARGS Bulletin. Inquire about availability and prices. 

ARGS BOOKSTORE WILL BUY BACK ISSUES OF ARGS BULLETINS 

Contact for offer. Postage for shipping will be refunded. 

ARGS BOOKSTORE: Anita Kistler, 1421 Ship Rd., West Chester, PA 19380 


